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Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

The Second Sunday after Christmas January 4^ 1976 

" CHRISTIANS ARE THE CHRISTMAS PEOPLE " 

WE NEED to do. Heavenly Father, the kind of 
thing that we're about to do now, to give 
some measure of attention to the interpreta- 
tion of Your Word. We ask Your blessing not 
only upon the preacher, but upon him who 
hears. So, then, let Your Holy Spirit lay 
hold upon all of us. In the Name of Jesus 
Christ, Who when He came, came preaching. Amen. 

Every now and then a preacher comes upon a turn of words, a phrase 
or an expression he considers quite apt. Chances are that he'll want to 
use it again, and ever so often. It could well be now, that after listening 
to this voice for two decades, you've done your share of reciting, with a 
degree of amusement, some of the expressions you've heard from this pulpit — 
repeatedly. Well let me make bold to add, and quite deliberately, another 
one to your list. Here it is: "CHRISTIANS ARE THE CHRISTMAS PEOPLE." 

If it was said once it was said at least four times toward the close 
of Advent, and I remember saying it to you several times on Christmas Eve. 
And if you don't mind, I'm going to stick with it again today. You'll hear 
it more than once, undoubtedly, in the preaching of this sermon ~ "Christians 
are the Christmas people." 

Now you may have to bear with me a bit as I explain. You see, if we 
were asked to name all the different groups of people who believe in God, we'd 
number Christians among them ~ one among others, let's be very honest with 
ourselves. We Christians are not the only ones who believe in God. Jews be- 
lieve in God Hindus believe in God Muslims believe in God so I could 

go on. But of all the people who believe in God, we Christians stand in a 
class all by ourselves, because we are the Christmas People — we're the only 
ones to whom we can say God has uniquely revealed Himself. Of all the people 
on the face of the earth, we Christians are the ones who say, "Once upon a time 
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there was a Bethlehem. .. .once upon a time, historically established, there 
were people who followed the Star until it came to a particular place, and 
there they saw certain people - - and one in particular. And as they beheld 
the face of a Baby they knelt down and worshipped, and whispered the name of 
GOD. 

Christians are the Christmas People. You know very well, of course you 
do, that man is by nature curious. And his curiosity leads him in this direc- 
tion: what's God like? Oh, a long time ago I settled this in my own mind. 
I don't think the question-of-questions is, is there a God? I think life has 
its own way of bringing people to terms with that. So the question-of-questions 
isn't. Is there a God? The question-of-questions remains: What's He like? 
Man is by nature curious - - what is He like? 

And because he happens to be the kind of person that he is, he won't 
quite be satisfied unless he can see, and sometimes unless he can touch, and 
handle. Well a long, long time ago, God bless them, the Jews said, "No you 
don't! When you come to this business of dealing with God, He's not to be 
touched. He's not to be handled!" Round about them on every side those Hebrews, 
as they wandered around, discovered that there were people who were religious 
and who had their god or gods. They fashioned them — they took a piece of 
stone, or metal, or silver, or gold, and they said "Look! — here's our god!" 

and they knelt down and they would worship, because they could see, they 

could touch, they could handle. 

But God be thanked, in the development of the human race, there was a 
particular group of people, the Hebrews, who said, "You don't do this with 
God! A God who can be seen, a god who can be touched, a god who can be han- 
dled — he really isn't much of a god, because if you can handle a god, then 
you can manipulate god, you can maneuver him. And the God who is the Father 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is not that kind of a God." So for a while of all 
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the people on the face of the earth, the Hebrews said, the God we want to 
talk to you about is the invisible God. 

Now here you have this craving on the part of man to be able to know 
what God is like, and the Hebrews kept talking about a God that you can't see. 
Now how can you know anything about something that you can't see? 

Now all of this leads me to introduce the text for today's sermon. It's 
a magnificent text, honestly it is, and it's the last verse that Mr. Sieger 
read for us, in that tremendous first chapter of the Gospel according to John, 
it's the 18th verse and it reads exactly in the way I'm going to give it to 
you: 

"No man has seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he has declared him ..." 

(or as some translations have put it: "He has interpreted him" 
or as some have put it: "He has revealed him ..." 
" he's made him known . . . ") 
Well now you have it. John, writing the New Testament, says, "Let's face it." 
....and he was speaking according to his tradition and his upbringing, paying 
tremendous respect to those who introduced him to the Faith - - "No man has 

seen God at any time." which is simply to say that no man by searching can 

find out God! This is rank presumption on our part, to think that we could be 
smart enough and clever enough to figure out what God is like exactly on our 
own! That's why this spiritually sensitive John is saying, "Let's be honest — 
no man has seen God." 

I wish it would be re-printed - - I would hope that they might consider 
re-printing them — there were two volumes, a very clever book gotten out by 
our British friends. It's called, "Asking Them Questions." Let me tell you 
what they did some years back. 
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They took these questions that youngsters are inclined to ask that 
have a religious emphases — the questions that youngsters ask that you and 
I find difficult to answer. And then they asked the most learned men in 
England to deal with those questions. It's an excellent compendium. And 
I remember very well the very first question that's dealt with is this one: 

"Who made God"? 
....and the answer is superbly given: "There are some questions that 

really don't have much meaning ..." 
Would you believe it, that's the way the author began! And this is one of 
those questions. For if you talk in terms of a made god, then the god-maker 
is more important then God! Why settle for God if you can go beyond God to 
someone who made Him? A god that you can make is a god that you can handle... 
... manipulate ... maneuver . And so the Hebrews were wise, and they said, we 
want to talk with you about an invisible God. 

Among my full- color transparencies that I cherish is one of the Arch 
of Titus that I took on my first visit abroad. You'll find it there in the 
Roman Forum, if I remember correctly. It commemorates the fact that in 70 A.D. 
the Holy Land was invaded. When the invading troops came, mind you, among the 
infidels there were those who took their troops into the area which was very 
sacred to the Jews. They even marched their troops into the temple area.... 
and then deliberately tore aside the curtains that led into the Holy-of-Holies, 
because they were taught that this was where their God was — this is where the 
Hebrews came to worship Him — God above all gods and King above all kings... 
and when they tore aside the curtains, there was nothing there! And they 

laughed, and they laughed, and they laughed these people were worshipping 

an invisible god! 

But the fact remains, we want to know what this invisible God is like. 
And God in His wisdom has so made us that we can't find out on our own — we 
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know Him only as He Himself has seen fit to reveal Himself. And that's what 
Christmas is all about! That's why, you see, for four weeks we named it 
Advent — Someone's coming to us. Someone's taking the initiative to come 
to where we are, to stoop to our level. God is big enough that He can do 
that. It takes a big man to lower himself. God is so big that He can humble 
Himself, take upon Himself the form of a servant, come clothed in human form! 
— in order to reveal Himself. 

Now I've also lived long enough to know now I hope you're going to recog- 
nize the validity of this — at first blush you may shy away from it: a person 
is as a person does. I may look upon you as you sit silently, and wonder what 
you're like. And I won't know. But let me see you in action, and then I can 
have some idea as to what you really are. 

Now you may say to me very quickly, but a person can be hypocritical. 
But even when he's hypocritical his actions will find him out and prove his 
basic worth. God is as God does. And so, and I say it very carefully, once 
upon a time, historically established, God came to us and here on this earth 
performed for us - - and I use the word advisedly - - all those deeds of love 
and mercy, right here on this earth. There was once upon a time Somebody who 
lived and did exactly the things that God does! And once we've seen Jesus 
Christ, we know now what God is like. 

Of all the people on the face of the earth. Christians are the Christmas 
people. We're the ones who have Christmas. For God has come to us, put Himself 
down in front of us, and said: See. 

You may say to me, well after it's all said and done. Pastor, what dif- 
ference does it make? Isn't it enough to know that there is a God? What dif- 
ference does it make to know what He's really like? 

It makes all the difference in the world. 

- - some people who believe in a God believe that He's 
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undependable, believe that He delights in cajoling, believe that He delights 
in playing a game of hide-and-seek. Christians are the Christmas people. 
Now that God has come to us in Jesus Christ, we can say: 

"See - how much He cares for us - - 
See - how much He loves us ! 
...and the mark of love is always identification. A mark of love is always 
His willingness to stoop , to meet our need where we are. I wouldn't want to 
go on living if I couldn't be numbered among the Christmas people who now know 
what God is like. 

He did it so well, you know, that one time, even in His day, it was 
the people who came to Him and said what I have been trying to say to you — 
the question-of-questions: "What's God really like? - - Show us the Father 
and we'll be satisfied." 

....and then Jesus magnificently answered, 
in words that no one else has ever dared to use: 
"Look at me. He who sees me sees the Father." 
Rejoice, my friends - - Christians are the Christmas people! 



(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 
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iall^ fe®^ sCiKfftlsd ssE??; %?£ aSj y«5^ s-ey roieellj b^ aelsi&g as ft^s pay GfeassiSise £<* 
5ihs •3%-§ic!aa., R<s?3i5326siy hit^ hs saidp "'frail asj hir's nimcj hmMB as* tlses'a ia a&ce 

C>:o£' gtsedsjssti ' ssksj, ;iea'fe sv:a;?K ismsatsieg ?tli«im si.aw •-'" It^i* 
Ssard asswisjgla for ijks sis feiild y©KV afcii^iasiss «ig it isi) 
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tk&t %5JB,A to s parclctslar placa such ae Sal-it L^ik-s Cbaarc'a? 

As aa fcxatepie, fclsoss <jf you who liav« %»isii:a<S c«5;ii«drais across tlie waters,, 
you Fsaaw that is, soiae piaess £h©y doa^f. hs-<?e baachas afe all, they hav® efeairay 

aad la some places £k.'?y doj^'s have aay seats at ell tlie people siBsplj 

staad, 0T thay way kas<J.l co the h&zd pa's^'sraeg*; b«l<y&n .... 

Wcli B«:^s. CEi this Asai^'-sraary Ss^iirJ.'^yi I've cdtB« f.o ask yoij to pay a££aa~ 
tiJK?. to siie cfb'{?iou3 -■■- Shis Saitjt iwlcs Cky-sreh, It's iiapTessiws her® &t tbs 
ccKa<sr of CkJlssvllle Road md IlighltffiKd Drive. ?Iodified I3i\3l.is'a Gothis sraM- 
t&C'Ziite..^ the red doors ~- it gets attcsfcioua Ei?at:fy sow a«j.d flise© la .a sev sssi- 
bes" class >se ask p«opl<3; Ko%- did y&n happen to CiTiua £0 Sairat: Luit^a Cbi^reh? Aad 
sjould y«3ji bc;li«/i/s it. ea msms thiss c«s oecseioBs 5!&y>fffi &.te«j(S, t'.i-ia'jr* wsra tttosa 
wiso said, thay were efiirusk oy fcfee rs^d doosrs — they caughf. their sy«< Cfrbere 
bs'tfe ssid it looksd as ^he-ugh it vms s slsttsreh «ha£ peopls sared for, ^md w* 
fair, as tho'ugh ws wa»?.?,©d «;<? ^nisie, '/<«.llc it's cbviows £fest Saisst Ly,&.® Ca%reli 
has a bulMlug hex®. = , o vifc's v^bvix-Kis t??ai: as a FsuvIIy last R<sd wa as-a Iha^s —- 
w&H'© bsseoBis 2;OW sii® lars©s£ v^f all ?±9 pjirishes ia uhs I-fs.yryliSisd Syaed« lev* 
ssffi^S igafoS'© soajsthias of a«eh auasisvie^l ssrsagth aad which e0a£ribut«e a® 
isi.gfeifieaffiely t<3 fch* life <if d^s Cliurcfe swtiire assd fsr ssfjsy - - %-«ll it's esferiaui' 
th&Z £&sr© 3.S a Ssiat Ui!m Church, f«5t supposis® I were ?:& a;8k yow this i\nm@- 
£i0£i,; Jaj^S^il ^'?ii-5.t doas iz aiGaat v.o b« part of Saiat Li,?ks Civsrah? 

Go lag back tii vhB& Pssto? Ba^id dM iox as a£ the F«licx?ship Suppars . * , . . 
aboist fch^s^iS do-srs. l4h&ZBvmt: doot yon happsaisd tc; ?i£3® wlsissf'. y.iJu BiiSered -- alsere 
did it l«if?.«i youf Is t^bafc fli^gtetioB wAll ifc taksi; yo-a? 

i'*$''fe asa S'dggesi; s& saayes" ■or ?;ws, 

FG«;£ls«ir yesij-'ffs •jfeiilijsact if, cr sa-ftr, '>m*ja you ps,SiS®d. t'affdstgli £bsf-ft deere 
thafc X«ad yois isjBide S^itafc L5&® €!iit»i:'<?h tlsay ©aa iist£d yE?« ie>?:o the direetloe' 
o:? tha slear -*-~ a VBtf sjj^^ial plasiB,. Lorotta Bell, bless hee s©wi-, she*s 
al3soiu«;eIy rig&t and p£«sp«? wha-s sfeta wojaltl dsal wiftii She ssaabsrs si' Kfea Alta*- 



Guild J tbet ©VisE; vhxii ^h-sy warts hare during the -v^aak they worild i«fj?,lic ead werk 
is hushsd timSi) £hey v?«y.ld ©vsaa disa a ©pseijd fAsncr^ssit wh«a £hey ■K'j5uld pr-aparca 
th* altar. He'ra srlghfc acd proper w® say fco those who are here for a chciir 
rebeasssl, ehas: whaa thay ssaad tyitlxla fchs shadow of fcUa lalt&Vf l&vity ar«d 

ehe facetious de n«sj; bec«S!as £feis place<.,^».avec at a r«£liearsal ycu coaia sad 
you leave quietly. » . . « 

,..,w®'ra riglvt whea wa t«ach our boys aad sir Is ia owr Ckj-nfirraatiosi 
Claims ehat wltsa yo^ «neer, this is »o ordiaacy place. Taes« daoi?8 
can lead ycu £o a spaclai spot - - aa att&r - - aw altasf that sym- 
bolises tbs pareseac* sad th® po57®r sad the pardoc. of Jeassis Cbrise... 
'No?^ waaa you pass through £h®»® doex's, does it ever oeemr fco you fchat thee® 
doers ImM you ia that dlirsetios? 

Agala sad ®'<?er so ofsciss stisu^body says, "Mieice t-ial Shis road take met"' 
Ask you^sslf shsB quastloffij wtera does this tissvioua dcoxway of Ssist Lt?k® Church 
tak® yoss"? Assst^ssr .«i8S5i£i«&a5;3.y. It a&kss yoa i© the dir-aetiaQ of aa c-^ltar Shat 
symbelises z'a^ fssce tba£ sorasoaa sasriiised 'His lif® aad died for us. Every 
tim® we gsaiier togsthar w© have a right to ssy to 0y.7rseivesj w® ssr® paopls who 
fea'^re b.sQR i'J:^ ^«»5r.> '^is're people for wheas socssons has doas scKfcsshiEg that w® 
05sx-selsi-©s eoiiid not do.- 

Th© deor t?.*at yen s^sa it's ob-yious. But whefe will it take you? 

<<>,f:i&T soiaci c«r yos^s it takes you iij tho. directicB of the 
bapfciifBasl foae, wliajce tins most precious thisg t&at (ie>d has 
«\?er fiiii^^^ad you — - a bie of ycnir 'is?® sssi'ves asd God «"• affid 
yoii''\?a hiiard thae «hild ■;aasR©d for Jasug Chris-^.. ,. 
«.-... ^tbrosigt'A ishat door yoa^'ir® eOiaF. to this place, to fchls 
pSirfcieaiaix aymt, vhare promisas as.'-® laada, asid are kept »*.<., 
, . .•, .^hci-a 3Km pess threngh thesa dosrs tiisfe lead you isco Saixvc 
L«k® Chiuffsh, you com». luto the direcSiois aad fov. face this 
part±eti3,ar spos — £h« palpit that ssow cotajsa'ads a seasusrs ©f 
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rec»p«»et hy Its vary siaa «iml dlnH^iaejior^ ~ <- tJfaci:«5.3tj miu^ haoceaa 

aad the sfaarirag Gf His love &o Jssus (3»srist is iciterpretad for es.... 
2ft '8 obvious fchae y««i asa hsff®. It 1?> obvious £hst you k««p coMaf? back 

&gaiQ asid agsia- B-at suppos® s«>rasl?ody s^e^cd on the ouEsids of ttta Sjed Doora 
ai:^ was bold ensMJgh Co say to yauJ "I-Jhat briags y&u to thtn place rapeatediy? 

"— what do fou *isxp©et £o g-sR? 'i?hat do you get iaside thsra?" 

, r »b®sa«so asuaily we p;o to ««rtaia places !« orde*s eo gee scmethiag. . , 
■~- "ti%ae do yesi get ia tharet" 
We hair® & aiftighbor rjffese liyes ae:i'ess tbs s !:?««£, ko£ s aeighljor -si' £h« Cliris- 
tiiaa fsitSs. ^<d osi© day- sfae aSopped m^.. sssws® dietarAce f-cma fea?«r, ssd she said, 
"Tou'r® £he pr«s*shes? im?Ji fciri®^®, asrsa'a [V"^^- l^&t ab&at your pis«p.ls? - -=■ I 
part my curt^lTiB end I look s?i th«sa, I aaa ■j:heEj lesviag ©a a Stmday as^raioag. 
Th&y hardly speak e© each oaliar!" 

,«.hss: qjsss^ties sirsaliy ^ss, "'i-fttaS; gcss qsj iEssid©?" 
X eouM ba'^7© fesld has':, I auppcsag .aad I thiii^k that X did, tha£ thsy'r® 
ssakiteg way for th® pecpi© wbo eotsss to tfe. asxfc s-imvic^,, ^ ^ ,ow msuy &i them eoai® 
froa sQsss <li»e«me'E aad fcbay tea'lly d^Jft't kaow ®ach athesr. X thisls. I aheald hav® 
ssids "fell is tlisy l«>k S9ri©ti3~raif5dsd go ycu sad £h«sy dcm't talk to ®®eh 
othss-. It" a hscmtam Shey're afeiskiag sbaue S'h® sarm^sar' But g»«g!poae semebody 
I9ZC&U oatside &lii3 dooK )aa^ ssid to you, "Hiy d© yo'ik come here?",... .'I'fhafc do 

Fous'Sesa y^&tti ago tlsis moa^h yow allowed to® £«■ asske feat spscial mlssiisa 
tsversaas, s^ossad zh.® e^rld, sad « sis*sifiesat sxgoiaafc of ths tljae was gpeat la 
Isjdis, Isi thM fail-aoiay KS'saspararcias ehat I review oeeasioaally I have oaa 
e£ s h0iy kj^:B saatsd &a, a l?s?scli its s, raite^y st<»tei©9 ia Jlads-aes a holy saas ia 
Ciaal:®mpl3tls53i» Ivs's giTiag hi*) Ufa to th£akisig sfca thsMsghts of Ged. Aad as 
I look St ebae eraaspaffaaey 2 ssy t;o laysteif , ssjppgas Iss %y0uld !sa%y® brokaa his 
silsac® ssad hs would havs ssesa ssy eiajficsl collar ssad he wot'.Id ha'S'e said, "'?©«*!!'« 
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a ve«isar of tlia cloth - - yms'sa a Ch^isSiAa, ay<Ma''t you?" 
And X vould hava said, Teis. 
Suppose he v&ald have said to jus, "VSh&t Its this Christian Gksspel tliat you 

stalk abQVitI" - "• ia a«sch eha affijss splrifct suppose a Hindu stood outsida these 
doors this momlag, suppose a Shiseoiatj 3«ppos« a Jiualias, suppose a Jewt «ud 

tse'^ say to yets*. "Vlhas do yo« s®t is fcharat" 

I kae%? how soiae e£ you would g?iswar» you'd say,. "Wa believe la God! And 
w© csisa to talk about God»" 

Aad h«'d say, "WoadsrfulS X b©li«v« isa God." 

.,.»ss & ShisiSeiet h-& cwsid say that! 

,,.„iis a Buddhist: he eould say thaef 

.....ag & Hisada h« could say fchafcS 

....as a Mv8i5lim &s c©uld say eisat! 

...,a© a Jaw he coaid eay thisfcl 
Aisd ehea supp-sss he'd press you a«d says "T-Jhat do yoa gas ia th&T^ th&t X 
doa't gst &t febe symaKOfsi®?,.. .what do you gae in ther® that I doss't: gost at 
fib® t«inpla?.,,.*%v!-ist do yo?i gefc ia ehaare that I doa't »et at tha jnosquef" 
Cs«ld you aaswer'l Whas is it that thasa doofs l«sd us iese? 

I'sa hEppy so tfitll ymx tfeat ±Va £h® saviag Gospsl of Jsaus disist. Aad 
this is ^'aas; Ssl^t Lyits Chsssrels has h&mi si aboufe in tl-ias-a thirty-siK yaara, 
as talk to pessple about tfes lev« of God ae it's bessa iasde sssoifast ia jjB^ 
SfeSiH^. •^^'®'-i® Chriss. li yoa wses to ©s& aa, wall explaia it fco me isa 
Isag-tt-age fchat payhepsr. fth« aea-Shrisaiaa sight uaderstand-, I'd do nry bast to 
attsaspt its ®ad 1 would hop« that hs saight uadsrstasd why XM say it this 
(say - - it's eh® Goap©! shat libas-afcaa iiis - - it's tha Good News ehat aak«a 

I rsad ec'ws raporfcs, aad I b«eosae wear'/p aad I becstae clespoadsat. I've 
?read saffSaia Jssura&lSs *<'*va giv«a up re^dias soaa® of thm&t beceuso they hav® 



& v&y of i-aprl^joaisig ass t?lthto the situation of Khe »j^j:ld oi trfsich X tm -paxz — 
thsy fr@«3e ■ms. isto a fs&M. Md I doa^t vsnt £o b@ firos®^ into a aioM. Taat's 
tha kind of a world isk wMci* va feappaa to ii^a. Bus whsiaa you coma hero, wa^ro 
libtsraesd, w«'5f® £oM that fed «k1s£8p aad that H® sfexissa ^pacifically ia Jesus 
Chris fc. Wa'ire told fchat weVe eiaaeices bu£ tfe'ra told soiaethiag ffi»re — we're 
goM -ihat we^jr® beisg ss.ifed, T^a'''r»x toM £ba£ wq have tfe« hope of Hsa'^eta. 
^Je're toM that G©ci is ssiiX la coatroi ef His wot- 14, tfea«: Ha hasa't forsaken 
sss! WftV® t&'hi that God ne^s us- that God can usa ua. 

I&ea Fastos' 9a'?idi £s£id ! hav€i $!io3(!i t'sro ssontaQ^S; «e I've told ywt before;, 
'^ea V® ea% ai£ do«ra aad tstlk sbout She f^bings that vnstmit ao tnueb to us i.u our 
relatioaslilp ?d.th yea asal v?hat yo« bsisg ia%o out liy«0,.«<>.«very aow a»d ahaa 
w« talk s&o«e sass® of t\t&. wellaigh iaaol^rablsi i£)it«mtio3&^ ia ii&ieh aoas® of you 
fifsd yoass®lv0s. I Imoi' v®sry tfall that for aosse of yoa th« o»iy hour of peace 
th&t y«Ms ha-*-® ia tfe® -mm^k is sttist you fiad wlthl-u thi« plac® ©a fch« Lord's Day. 
I kaeK? vary '«?«!! efeat for soshs f^f yo« the oaly bit of iMsavisia that you exp«ri- 
easa fear® os esre'h is tfc® kiad of cliiag Vh&t you ©bare witlhia £h«se holy walls 
o«s s Lsjrd'^ Bay, 

»,.th3t;*a why s-?® aak ehat th« Psralade be tha kiad of quictiag 
isaf isEaaa* '^o h'*is»h your souls sad to esake yow aready for ail thst 

follC*7S<. .OP 

. , . ttes ' s 'ss'ay wheiasyex' aaycaa eomas to tMa sacred desk he 
do®3!K*t C0JS3! «:aai*sl'i.y« bat laM hold ape© by th® Holy Spirit, 
that iv'feats'^'rss- 's&s&Sf ssdghs fe® spoksa salgiit b« ??ord» of comfart 
srnJ c^swxags aad inspired by the Holy Spirit*..... 
. . . , .-bsisasssa thas 3ittsss:i©ffl !5al:sMe these door® ssay raiaaia pr«tty msxch tha 
sass s^tex you hava b(S®:i here. Bat »U«n you go baskv yow go baek smpjSJ^ered •-~ 
ffi©t ffig tfe® defoaes^s. bt^fe iis oae who's s^j«!s£ '£© li"?® triussphsiaely. 

Ds.Yid H« C. Raad, pssstor-prsaefeiSff of Mdison A^eaae Ffasbytsriae Cliarch is 



m-Any. hm iaa®ss ^afcfes^'® fsj^reas cana £o Ilbsnasra, tfeajrs 'i?eris tows o2 thotisands 
of paopltt vho9» livao vara &t sK:aka>. But Dr. Raed iiEagi&as hew pei»plo nlgikt 

hav« z'SActttd ^«n t&^y <'7ar«» iold: "l^o A!2<i:r£em!iic: »^« hssre; we 'are baios Jnede 
ffy««{ Wa'ro bsiag MbesaeadS "..... end eha priscstiar iaeid® wsuid Icok sround 
«ad 8e@ £h« barbed «?lf@« h«^i still sojs the csll in v?Meh ha had btses coaiisM 
he eC'tsH rsfus® £o b«li?av!a ifc, H® aight aoe ^caept ifc. *M£ thsse It. wae. 

S© «?it;h sii k!s8 .«£?;«&§£& £ha& X cas cessaasvd cm fchls IsjaivaesiSify StmdayR 
fosT ^/Uiafe oar beasts? ssra filled with Joy for u^het: G©d z^.v&si as ec s fatsiiy tn 
G&A la S»i»/S LiB&s €hntiiht des'fc tais* wMt e&odsa domXB Imi^ y©u iaj:o» Boa't 
fall to t&h». Sh® bsfif;®? bl^fssiag. 

SomsSisasss x^b&tii. W.nti^&i. gmm aa® to ga sjhoippiag %rl'cfe Isssj* 'w^* cosa® baek 
fr®ffl eb® seftTe mSh «.a i£®sis o? iW0 of iiasoair v&i«a tisaa wfe^s v« might ha*/«B 
fewsd if ®&ly w« '«s«!ld fea-r/s 'ci^kaa feix^a C® s&ssp aoir® tfewns'iKs^ils' as4 tc ®^sla®e@<. 
. » . . ,tfteyb© ©!S fehiis Assffii'^^assery Simd&y jo-u sadghii: hav© 
& wmm&'c far ffivalaa£iag„ jco r<saS.is« fcisa psscioes ehis5.g 
«;la£fc*9 fofelfsg off®r«d; S.Bsi4Q e5s«s« doors 5 Sisigdsy sft®if 



Clfeis sseiESSE fcsas^yeg'tLbS'l as if^issirdSii) 



Sersum "■ W&stsxv R&ym>jad ShsSmmt 
tiut FsEher and from Hie Sea Jesus 



On th±3 day in tfe* calsmdsr ef fche, Chi^reis ttjas Ximmbettz for us tiss 
efir<i-v«sraioK <>f St^ ?aiai, tha sesrsaon ai,|?oiflc«afely aaewgh 2i«ars she £itX«j "A 
JlSB Hasssd /^fisaiast Ths^ Mf:(>asaatafc??s0*" - - offid eh* t&xt Is from tha first Lsssot?. 
thst ws« 3t9ttd» th« 9elii ebapEifix a*? th© btwk of fcijin Acta of aha AposKl^Ss ehe 17th 

F^r so«ar. of s'owi, you'"*?* case gi'^feia mmh cho^ght to h:«jsi Sifc all, sad s!&yU« toc'sy 
iji eha praaf^hisg of Sills'. eaMKSR fc-w will !fa l^asrsdag aosastbteg sboae feitfi that 
yois ttsvasr Im&St, ox pe^ljaps that jsu'va ©llosryaiS yoisars^slf s:s> fox'iE?®t» 

Hffl t'ii&lly was qaisss .'ii f<B3J.iS«f B-m Im dssfiari?.:?.» fa? »£!!«■© ths& wlisfc wa'^s'® givaa 
feias, 'ih&X(5. &vsi s. r^tissasr ox sr®s@os3S %'hy I csa say this !to j©«. Oaaj ahai' you 
sffiid I a«g!i to rtaRfeeb-ar that Gad ssld-csui dsalst <--3'lth ok*, peffsaa «aloae, 

Li;£S ftp- iV5fc tha^i^ &X& at&er pse'pls iRvcl^sd, tlm-K ts, I*he:;', Sa'is dasilteg r/^.tth 
y«is, Siisjs H«-9 d*5SI;Lsg wi£!\ jfes^ ahsir® s?r« j^fe^gyjij :i^^ posifj'ie th&t B« g^sss fit 

Ssat ?a®jiii', ei2ir;:ai«s!:Ly is £ru® «® t*© thx^ vi fclhia men F^i'ii, wh« t^sday is 

Yoa ksoT*- all. afestssg thaK., d<ja't: you? Hs'd J:r>2sG«ivsd ctfdsr^&af gsv® his? aiit!ioJ:r,tE&-' 



^ «i«m to kill Chrisiiaas. K« vm & sax^lair^r. h« w^ an ei*«ray of the church of 

Jssas UtsKTisfc. Fm£ oa liis B'sy, i±Mx& mx ta® Daaacsciss Roaa. ^m eh« biiodlag 
light th&£ f«5ll®a him se tfca grousyxl. We thioJc of thla whaa wo thick of th* 

cmrmtnii^a ef Smwl^ esd w® fc-ciis our atfc®o.£ioa upoa fchis eipisode. 

Bwe I esli 7«u. you caa'e do it at £li® axpaase of two other paopl® who 
&m mlBG i&volvm<i i« £lt« cea?-s.'s-ffli«s «xp«£-:lfjac®. "foji mtss thiak firsg ©f all of 
*i m^ r^,aed Sfc«ph8« •> - s. dis^cipX-a ^f «h® l^icd. Uum- Chrlae who di«d 8 «*rtri-'s 
daafch, Hs t^ni* ,f^®@^ £o death,.,. 

.»-. ..do you krsow hmj fehisy p«£ him to d«ath? 

....ehsy ehrat* hiss d«?»s Afefee s pis, and thea £h© ia€uKlaa«d oaes 
girafebed. ^h^i;®v«r stcss® ahsy ceuid haadla sad, thsss slisy w©at 
wi4h alX f.fea vaheatsBce £h^.t po36«8s«4d £h«ls- eoul aad ahr«n? £h«Bi 

'■i'>»a OS t.te ?f}J!s« who so'dXds'£ 9sespa...meii his fora wsa J.«,€e 
'^ teokssE SIS/] fea5t*rsd arsd ola<&di<»d... . . 

B«$ aacaMiiag i;?> ais* Scrip 9:tji.*®s, »e®sv;hsT® ic. th« goi!sg3-0?i, thay ?;ook his clo£hi»g 
asid t&rs*? ±t dartfsi <afc feha faes: of a mu f.asasd f?fiul. Saul ^smi abls £o »«« firat:-- 
hsad h<s» e Clir.leaiaa fa2«>d deeth, -find as>T*' ehl@ e&ia£ lifted up his ey«ss ta»S© 
'Am^^isa .sal sa.id sc#sa<s£hiag about v^t iayipg ie te their charge. %ea you talk 

ma ssimHS. I^km &b mt He Mi isftval.^?-* oCiiSii' pe«ipl«, «-^id la thai: e©^-i»-«BrsiQc of 
F^aX, «&rly as. tim aessjs^, ^iss'itti^giy of eouras to efeio taaa S©«3L, t«as a ma 

vfeil, Shajf® ^Sis «:h« ascp^2-isaa®. tha ^l3od« tis ^m Daasacue Road, aad ®£t®^ 

SSi!;^- leg Es. piisssa Sfvj? & ssyj&aat t& st;;gg®sf; sliefe yoa a«^&r fargefc that Gad 
s2;«i^as has His lass, Hs's py'3ps:^i;--,|v ^is^ xm th'si tis^a ^^laa h© mxt^a m. Sha 
8£®ga, ^sa lem him p^^ieular ps-^ti ehae h^s so bs dose. Ltf® is like s dram. 



«f ecure* It Imp «ad ©v-s'xj;' ?:&ow se4 shsa wsitiag ia £h<s wiags God has £hs 2saa 
^h«s@ ttitn vill iifflijec and in this &as9 It's Anatslas i^ho's b«mu g&ttij&g ready. 
Tae Scs'iptur® iessaegt toils «a £h«r. &« wca a dlselpis, and s dteeipla Is « fol- 
i®w®ff off Msnu Chria'i:. .*.aaj(i a dtsciplaa fecsa the ro«j£ i(«seisiag @f £b© wsfd, ia 
A i««3^.ar« Aad what is? laarffiissg eoceept trylag tc get iresdy fo^ asfasfehiag? Ged 
»ss g®£tiag hiss t»&4y, S© H«i glv«© Aeeaiffis th«3 assifnenaeafc^ 

S<8Mbail?«'i' aep#5 God saMoai daslns with a maa alca®. Like as aoe He Involvas 
®th«s s^a©pl«, Ifmf I!<b's iavolviag Aasalas, asid He gi-^es Aaas^las hia p«sEie?»Xar 

Sow X^a eeg-sy I lia'^e to -mil you Ebis, Whils wieh all «h® etirsagth thae 
I e&m «^;ssasid S ess !i8ppy So tali you £fea£ It'g «b«el?istsly %foader£ul to b^ a 
follstf®^ <3f Jq8",5S Clwrifjit >— there Imn^t saythlag ia iba world Xi&« it, aad that's 
«ffhys, S3 God glt^sss tee br@as:h, ae ioag aa I live I'll w&sst to baar £®e«:im>ay £® 
Slsafc? it's lyoffl^eKfuI! -— to asake ytmrs«lf a^^ailabiffi «o wisse God wsafes to teav« 
d.t»R« febrsMgia i/sisr life I 

.. <. ..b«t ie's -^ios; al^says est>y^ 2 hair^ so say that quickiv. 
®0S!<6gii593 is;*s 4i?flsi5l£e Bttt jiisst brfiaBuss ie'e^ aot ©ssy and just 
|j«8esus® ii;''>= dif£ic«l£ Is na rsasoa for us to shj' away ^fhsa God 
i'isska® the &i45gigs5aer»fc ,.*,.. 
fe'ells MisaifiBj j«ss£ *© h?3£aaa a® y©u ®ad Is -srh'aa tha issssigtaiismit was baiag 
iaa4>s bg-gas. t& fese'k ©£f. Because b®*s quick to tell ?3ofi u!h«a Ha*@ gi'^ixtg tls« 
ffioaigiiEsast ftfei^g: Ss® kao«r8^ vh&fc kind sf s rell*jw this smb Ssial is, sed iia th« jar™ 
gem. £&a£ you .f«sd. I s^mmtism^ ■i^.z>& h& saight ha^a said f,o ths ■«?©ie« fsrom Il«ava«E» 
"Back off p B^w - •«• eemcj -as?*?! B© ycu xmslly kscw vh&S 5'©?iV® taliiag jue to dot 
Coise ssi«i G&i'.^ ysu ka>:T^ ^swerj^hisg ■"♦• Yott te.aw trfesfe kixid of e sisa I*b ia •— aad 
Ysm fits^set at-s te go mid bafuiffii'sii hliuf H© dosss't d®s<s:-r=;-'£ t&ie kiisd af tve&tsmitV 
,...„„,«£ Cisissrse, f^osj ® h^sisss atasdpolata it -smsldsa'^t bs expacted that he'd gat 
that kis&d sf tr^atJBajit, S«Sb hBisiaa ss wa eif^., igjei shy a^sy froia tha &03i;»iusMmt 



wh«<s God g.lv«fli it to sss, esp^ciMXly vhsta God ««y8, "Tou*ifa my owat" 

W«ii let me giir« you e bia «f advic«, which 2 hep® th&t I mysalf may r«am(f- 
bess giv^ God « elisace f.c pr«we®a£ Hi« cssaf Don't ju»t walk ss^a^ esad t«ke y««? 
^rfei'sa siad g«3 to tfe® ©tih^s" ©is-d ©f ths ircsia bssause £ii« sg3igKS«i8?»i isa't tm ®asy 
a« you'd Hit® it to bs. Let God present !ii® fail 8f:©ry, b«c»K8sa sosae of us kaow 
"«?«?ry -w-ell th«'c '4?ha;s'!i Gsjd giras -4«ss an a'j©igaKtei!s£ , Hs'g alwAfm qht>sk te g-sag-stira 

Wsll^ fovt^aaSiaiy i&«fis?ia® seayad issag saoufsfe for "scl ft© «:®li tlti® whols stoity. 
Se wsis tsM '■- if yow d<cv!a'£ mtficl ay 8ay;I.Bg it e© you ±& this m^immr -^ pic£?j!sr« 

I estts s®a4 C^js fur.wxa - - I fc^ici-? ?*.© eS:5.vff ci-aS of %>'hi;^.b this as® is aaadeS I 

ie b:K;?ufti?sa I e<sll ig: m you. Tak® My sosd f©!r !£►.," 

s..o^£ali that's tte ws.y is might Jim*-© baes. 4£ ^ay raa®, ha «'ss 

g&mn, A^.aaiffie '"- w&tk it w®il ■»-■ the sssgaas.tssi?®, 
Hsjft? Is^iS's paiiases Isar® for a ^e-ajsats asd I wast ts *sk yeu a qaastlssa taae 
^sselisps y-3?' hsvaa^s; sija^igaS fteMi«£ fsr s Ioei? ^xil&, if ■sp#®ffs lyhsirs do^g a laaata 
»aes fcs46 teis;i5. 'sjfe.ea h«- dscidsis t© l^aeea^ fes>G53l Tha^'ss &&?/«? bsen tssish of a 



c|5»;@i;aiim f«?x yets, bss It? Wnv» apsa&iag ao»if o£ thm €-h.5vIe4:f.aa ee-«ffi£us»iey, wfey, 
F©r -sfce sssfif: piArs. w*'; sasra |f?^, isiia the Chri^elas fsjailr, Ws'v«g gi?fS5?35; ap v?i£li 
s^ES® buds Svifc;;^ mm'i h® AitaSAtuB ':© l»^!:;o!se gssssdf 

sffily eae grcwip Kas 'syhoK h& ess. Rur© "•■" the a©-»sailfid .gogji paopl®. Bj^e ^ss 4f 
tfeay sJsuM 3r«j«i8e. aiast l^lmt if tfeiay wou*?; ha-'M dsne ^itfei l:ji® paar.? TJier® a?® 



p«opl« like ttrntf who never hevo doom %si.th »ao£h®? tmn'js past. 

h*d a bad rffipiitafclos, .tod if jwa cos« frem a aieali tc^ra ytm kawf wbae psopi® 
wh® >Iiw€i ia ® sasa3,l sc^^^a d© ^'li2s paepl® vbo teire bad r#'ptji'i;fi£ies3,s! ""- Shay esis hm 
cns®i» STisd shay (Sue ftliasa off ft?«^a .aay !ii&d ©f hep® or posaioilisy of chsnglag. 
l©y :ii%rsj toC" cXesa t© shfsm* But flisra's 3S.--reiys such « skiag a» ths alracla ©f 
g?as©s isa4 Khia wess^Bj jsy Kb© g«'8e« of God, decided eo li@'#® daa® with hsr pass. 
Bss?: ^t&^s p«iopii© woaMffi's Isai?* d®s8 'Mf.h ±t<, K»astb«les8 stee e»;as t® chureh sma 
Lm:d' ^- I^&js aad yoK cae isiagiii® what happ^asd ±n eha?. sa«all teara wh@a sh^ cams- 

tli>® <iaa6®r sl«l@ iii ThM.t eburch had fyoaais to ics aad ois® ©cssld skate rigfes d^jmi 
i£* S'&« fe'ss g«3.®i,tivs» si-;d ©"h® ws3 beisrd eo s«iy, "Isa'i-, tfca?r© aay placs ia Shis 

By fcfea ga*'S«@ ef Gsd AmmiM^ goes go SjauX to IsjS hia kssox? that he'e X0mlemm« 
By th-a grac-s ©s* €;sd Msffiiss gase t« Sa»I i:^ -ptQ^m bxad t;© shsi? tfest She ehureh 
is £ f0£gi'»lag feallT,. , .. « 

,-.,^«y0w kfficft? efe« o:?J stesy tJj;?.t: tlssy SeiJ.j aboug: Si'iat cs^j- 
%SM&iay©!i4B aiaa s?!!© all hi© liffa ^ss **b®S:-lsAfc« ased dslighted 
ia k«seg»issg 'hisi «3»eisi(SSp aas f;fe® li«t g&t; isj®,g®y aad lossgsr. 
Bisfe efesiii hii h^cRH'fk sSK-ietess SKhi ill„ E® had aoias icl*is tlisa 
smyl)® eliS fsrod %r«a i??HEia®©£* So 2is «&5.I«4. se-s^ «s^ his aaaaiaa 
feffl 3(ys» iSfcO hi.B s^oss, «mj? hs eaid t© ebaajj ss tfe® s£e?y goa©: 
^'fo^A fec«' ati© Ccisid af TislsfeJ-asssihip 'Aaa ?f4i''v& had -="" ysis kso^ 
fete® ®2^..ty tMP.'s pte'milsd emmg ns.. B-siln b.ts'd as It ssay ba 

a© S:h*y f^ssmmd k^ w^.lk m^^j ^hB ©54 e^^gas" feffssi'?jd feis!3slf ia 
thm fecid SK-d tsiah a saresig d^lih^T^ta voi&s m&Mt, "Bat ssas* b&ek 



**:^S§SlfEv.IML^SI^£l*|;iSis£ll '^^^ 



m 2ids5u£®l «> '» if X g»« woll* £ht8 t?hoi« EMtag's off!" 

Th,f;i.'@ .sg© sstr;;'^ p«sTpls w1i9 fiss te fss-giTijig for £fa@ ?8.aissaC. AasS pasbsps whsK th®y 
deas'E fesva t,0 sels'k wi.th ie, Aaauia® g©£ M?aa«lf liwolT«d, H« hs4 «o stick with 

B-o yois 5f@alis;s ^has sh&t's ©Kaealy whss £&« Ch^istlaa churelt is ®saa£ £0 
!js — tto. .®i?Qi8&j af ete goy8l^a.t^f Yo-a kao*? r,hs'£s doa'a y©a? I wsae to p©a© 
as a )it:oplmt thlm ®.sr®isg aad ssaks a pi^adiatjioia. R^alialsg ftlist sew mi. tha ©ut- 
aid® of tk& eh'^cfe efe®r© ar«t sgs's And k®s« paopi® ©utaid® Shan ®«'(Si? before — * I 
ahisak y©u eeai ©®y ghat — - te?: I alec? waat t© sajike & prsdiceioa; f.fes da.y is goiag 
W CS5S® ®ad £-€mm tsf tls«Es ssa goiag s© cfifSBS bask. Will 's?^ ba ffsasf/f eo ^«geivai 
Sh®af "^ ?:'eb<alltosss ©i^@iSs aba iastas^siti*??® 'Sase, the ©ass ?#lioi iifsritass® 553...^ bus 
eh® day la fwisg £© c&ss® ^hsa tfcsf *11 ^aiat: t& eois® back, iJad £!s®s yc?^ aad I 
wiii b« p^t tQ thM ^&iA z^et. Will 's?® b«s ©^gsssalaetiia sascmgti te fee ^Ke te says' 

I w^^t jrm t€^ hm&s: tM@ priseiaslj-, «s?M 4'ast*© shy I*ia goisjg So road it 

Shisk thmy sis^ gmyfi^ hm. & ps^spl® w'te fes'^© diseovesed that th&y &tm gga goods 
sad 5r.fe«y sosssstg^'Siy ^©sd the gj?ae© s?f God." 

asd ■g't:ss£ te him& aim- si&xM&l.sa fepsre^ec*. Btsg: ^m''t(& «11 siaa«s§. 
A3ad Sfeaa's ffhyj 1>y £h® gifsc^s of Qod,f, ^*® eas always afford to 
mik& roim>. So^i^ m^fQS.^ >j7bevs bsss^^isd isj. oar dix-seticsaa 



i!Tkiu sss-sca srasisesifesi! ass ^secgr^isd) 



s®2tij!5.ci - Facte- r S.«.yac2.tl Khatieeu 

'"mm tmj?cE j>ict&tes choice" 



C2.?&« 10:30) 



GRACE s A'isrey agjd Paaca fr^E Gs4 cif.r 
Fa£fe®r asad fr€m His Ssa Jasus Cte.isa, 
cms Bicssad Lord., Asaass,. 



If le's 3 Siti© ymi'lJ. fe® 'fe'aisfeisg foK- today''* assars^p lee i^» ss«gg«sfe: 
"i^haa Chaac® Dictatiss Ch©ie®" - - asad tha e«x£, £hs 30?A ^ffersfg ©f £he iOah 
etepiges- af t.li® Gosp-ai seeosdiasg to Lute? 

Sow bafora s©ys:hiag ®Js® is said;, ls£ nm s«l.l yms Shafe it hsppetts^d on® luoxsing 
®©£ S8 Xsag ago J, asjd is Scsr>k pias© less ehaa fi'«"s huaslrad f®&t fesHit wher® I'®, 
s©w sts^ii&g -"■ fcss- fthsisg® t»f jmi wte si's in tfe® Na^®, ycsti weisM lmv« beeis such 
deser £© slse isteid«se, 

Baylighs had eosBisS} asis ais I go£ She ster^-'s Pastor Ds'^fid ^as dl.st;mrbad» 
aroused s slassrfeesls by th® '^ais® of a ssreaadssg wojaaa, atsd wfe^s h^. was aSsle £o 
look ia£o h&x: fa.e® h® sss? xioeMug fea£ £®^:«ros %5^"itt®s there, 

How Shis is -wh&t l^ad Kappaaad. Sarly ia fchs sEoraiiagt sftoE dsylighii had 
csi3a» a0t so isai^ sf-Os sb® &.®d srosssd £fe@ parklaag i©e sright a.e th& rear of 
ebis sartsetursis, f:a-»3«i t'i^is B^ls Bri^-s: jsid®? headisafx t&0aTd Highlsed Drive, ^ksd 
as siti® wsB BogiirMg KiglrXasd Briv® a sjotosftsfe caRKs dews Hlgfelaad Driirs aad ssv«' 
h6s.% & sssppsd b.i?i es;7 quickly ~"" dasbsd &nt «f his ea^s ws';jt feo b.sr» grabbftd 
hisr p^urs^a tjeat fess-iik t-s £b@ esr ssd spesdily tires?© sm&ji l®&'^Lng ha&v -wtth s©£!5~ 

I'v® ctsisw ae- a:ni® saai'sd d®sk to t®ii yau that I had d®«p thcmghCs su'haa I 
sroaesd arssS ps^.^'kiog loii aha nmtt i30rsi2ga aed yois'r© ectielad to kmm what w@at 
through J!^ jclw;^. I 3S0 S0kiag myself a i|-.2sst:i®ffi - - uot^ i^hat would X hava done 



tisaiged -•~ 1 ka<K? fall wssil what X would have dese.. ?6X &b a bsllQ-yer ia fcks 
Lo7d Jesua Chs-is^f eomisg upoa thfi H^oaa by ehas&C0» vv? eholce t^ould iiavo b«3a 
dictated by ay Ch^lstisis s«ssgci®ac©, paxrtlcularly as I ?«ssaisber somefchiag that 
our Lo?d said s'bous: sueh sa sxpsrisiBcar You !a£.y ^cemeastber the parable of the 
Sood Saomritma.. ...» 

».<,.80!!i® 'Sf j^s ha*s'® t^s^•'ellsd Shst tx'®sci3«?sus road fsom Jarissaleai to Jeri- 
cho » aed hQi#p jas Jesae said, this chap was !?,oiag aioag aad fiaailj ,«:ot aaip;j»®d. 
There ware thos« ^ho laid tipOi^A hiifij and left hlin battered sod bloodied atid 
bruised.. ». .and thsos Jesus said hms there wero Wo people » presuisuibiy goi»g to 
e religioiss aiseitissgs X*sa sorry ao t%Vk ycm^ who passed by becstsise thsy had no 
time or isaeliasfeisa to givs bias say haed^.-... 

Bat secordisg to tks psrra^l® — yoss r^aaasber It, of course you do 5 —• abere 
was this go^d S&ss&ttti^ ■%^'ko \s&&t to him, bouod up his wots^s, p%jt him oq his 
beest of feurdaa, took hi^> to tha ina, paid for his stay aed guaranteed contiaual 
keep uBtil he b*d rtscovarsd, Im? Jesus tsiu that stosy ia order that it asight 
be 5aade piaia to -as ^hae our ehois® sfoisld b^ whea fey shanee ^e had coae aapos 
a person w!xo had b^ajE Tieeiatlssd. 

Bist as you r«ad ths i^&sixblB sf thei Good Sass«ritati» you get no iaatructioffi 
witffi£s©«\?®rp ther©'® tm g?aidsLts3.'® as to what tba ©surss of eoaduet for a Chris r.ian 
wmsld be If hs ^««H tea-© cosie. upasi tha iacidsat tth®© it ??S9 taklag place. Aad 
that's asaetly £ns cfaastiOK t'sst e^iim to aiy laissd sa I crossed She f»arkiaR lot 
that dsy ™ "• '-•■ ■<^'h^t would I bjiw; dsnej hpA X c©sae upoas £h« seeas wh®E th® fellow 
wss saateiiiag tfea purest 

Billy Grafesa, A5j^ries,''« f'S.'©&f; preaehffir, astd ae is true for great prasehers, 
they all bs.-^® thsir tradsssrk.. Aad I stsppese the tfeias I sssosiate with Billy 
Grahaza, asd I ahsak God for i*; j bs keap® ssyiag; "Thds Bible says - - " 'M-v you 
know the high regard that I ha;?e for the Seriptwres. Of course you do. But 
soB^tisaas I say to jisyself , 5r. GrshiaSs yoj^'r® giviag a falsa implieatiota. Tou 



''M!^^§MS^ii§„Msi££ll£^@»Si-SSr. '^-^^ 



aigythiaa — aayaime, anyu1t^<»..«.o&hae She Bll»l<s sp«>«ks So ^^]i_attaAt±oeio 

Ah, ehe Bibl© Bsay sp®ak £«3> all »f «5iur pr«dic8s®a£s, but aot eo ev«!^ elttas- 

Aad so X 2?®2i«!»bey5 aot that I was balag facefciotse, but ay laissd g©«3 b&ek 
£o those days is a theological cl&sercoa, sfhea ass a studsmt vm had a profffisser 
who wes tzaiking to as about fc1ii3 sssa parable •■— eryisj!; to put ia froat of us 
tUa GhriaKiaa strae^gy wiiesa somsbsgdy has beaa ■a'ictlffiised, Aad «f*?ea thea, ead 
4his ittcid@n£ bssughs is back eo ts^ sdadj I taside bold to say to th® psrofeesoe 
and to ask him e q«©stica to Wxiielj he hsd eo asaswars What wo«id Cliyist liav« 
had «s d®, had &'e e©ae apea r.h« sceae %?h®s?. Eh® robbaa's wer® perp^asatiug their 
«vil daed? 

..«,.w«sll9 thss'«'8 £!»«! quesKioK. Hew weuld yau aaiewsKf Sow 
^"©ja^say, I 'a ufi'sstlfeg assw wish £Kse Chgigfciaa £hiag to do. 

It s2sy b© far mox'® ?r«al©vaafe fcfeaa 'iih®* a-aali.'ss. BldS'l: I resad 3eia«i?ah®?a 
eha sta&isalc eh&t la 1971, Shat la shs ciey of IJew York ^l<m» tthasre w«xs oves 
7,000 sffisggtegs^ New yo« 3.©£ tb^iS mlsd of yoisrs ba a sslcslafcor aad yew. will 
diac©v«iff ahst thai: esijjess cus to a1io«s 203 e dsy,. j»»s£ ia ©ffi® eifcy aletMs. Aad 
i€ I »?s^fesd to h&V8 a kiatd of ass esasrcises, you taight b© surprised if I w«at 
dsKsa ths s&areis sisl® sad said., '"FsK wp your has^s If yoa't/(£ ©vsr hsd ehie 
©aspsrisace of ®ieh®ir fea^lag asEggs&ds ka^^iag yois^ pursis asatchad;, or eOHKc upoa 
tha scsss® whan it''s happ«slag So semabody sis®," Shat is tfea Ch^istiaa strategy? 
2f by sfease® ve ecswa 'ipoa such ae iacidea&s waaft sr® sosa© of th* ch©ie«s tha£ 
eojas to as a» Ch^isfeiaas? Is thiir^s atosys a Chrisftiasa way to handle a problem? 

^eli bst'ere I say ataysfeiag elsssj Xmt sts ©a.afflii?sge you so spossaaeously offe? 
« prsiy®? «:hs.e you aigfet Is® ^saLightwa-iMl ~— a fc&rgee feisd of piray<st'» a e>iet that 
gess right to the haart af the wBttmr, baesssse if e%7«s' a masi ought: to prayj ife 
laight be i!£ a £ii^ iik@ £ha&, as; fa? gsa ii<ifing in this wc»7ld ie cooeerssiad. 



"Kellt ehess'i! b««n a seKies of eaggesfcteas afast & Chiciseias scsaM da,,.., 

that ±&, go ^e; h<%lp. But wMl* fee's Qag@g«sd £» do&ag 
if s^e Mll<SsS eatsigteK. Wail, is thae a choieef Of 

<,.. .,»as3!ett®fe©dy tea jsls© s?2gg®0t:«d rl&se £M© is « els©ie@s yea ml^t 

is'ml^ed "— gsfe s piec® ©f «fe® asticsss --«• g®^ witfe ttt Wfiil if tSaae 
WImt aew ©-agha «?a® s© 4©f I ©laecs fees? ® p&gm&^ ■who rnddf ns^l^ im a Caeis- 
««»Hiirissi B«.atS;S-5 ^s®~eis;;e. m*i^s^ ®i sfelg (Eosg^rsgaeiea £o «?ti®a» fast:©? 

<m& sight tasy had a© tv&sndmv^ Tk® tmsm.tM ©a® c®si» -<sp efe® sSsisSs 
4i»e:sff1j«!l rJg®i£ elos^Ps MSisi b;c4 seti^te M&'igss*© fsetisf, Asai ^hil® 
efesa ws® B&isig ®ar Miriaai'S issttegj a piswss scjsle said £o tSsa £«ll0»» 
'^G-a ©i«g!s£ e® b® affihasasdi ©f y^sreslf - ~ reBs^bes y®©r Ssiafiay Sehdoi 
Isossoas »«- jms: lm®«r yow shmaldB'e fe@ d®±ag t&lsl Sed will Udd you 



i!f®»p©sisifeiel"..<,e»3fe@i eelked eo htm la siliis f®la. XffxriaetsxX aad 
&3ao7«d« h@ giursisd ess hmr asd gavs 1ig%? th<% nmaa kind of &?<aa£!&eaL£ 
&® had glvssx tfess old UHiffi, »«,,.,, 

Iv%ii» ha-^iag saisi all ®£ fiiss ttesfe's sttill @£»a«s£lsi®g aie® £ha£ aaads t^ 
b® ©aid, As 3 Cas-isfei&E ©a® «?!^',ghe t© ba eoBC3rs.@d with ab® pjrebism -~ ?eeily 
oae sli©uM» ik^d BOm^hody teg sugg®@£^ ?.fes£ th®5rs ar® t:li&'e« thiags tfect wa n^md 

Oa® is tfaat so Chg'isfcia'g-si ^a oisght &© d© eifsrythiikg 1® eas po^sr to keep 
B<&dh. tMmgs Ssim hs^pa©iiag« Hss? sosas ©f «s are quits letibs^glc is thia sa&isass, 

^/Je s®v€!^ b®so?Es she ciiEsciwsee for 'tis® eewssKmiey. Lse bi® disseuraga yms fraa sssb- 
ffiesribing e© ah® "Badcsj priaeipi@," Yms dssa^C tean what I ig@s« by th&ts of course 
yeis ds??»'*t,. ^^(sil5 •i?lK«5 I %«5S€ai5* else ?s®tor ©f Srsis soagragatioa w® hM iiviag 
aier©sgs ekig ©trese ism-i tm Esrfsr B^-as, sad thmt B.&Tsy spaas: cte lsg£ yesr^ ©f 
Isis life is fijhs Kaeicjsi^. Lss;li®);*as Hosss^ 

,..^«ffi<l wh^m X'cl g® as visit his, in his 
olci ag^ 1?.@ 'jfGsald issy fes a^ sg ^js ealted stj«sst £ha ms.4 st&t^ sf eh® 
i^srlds "tfelli, Psstsfft I go £«3 fe«d at s,igb£ ??ii*fesuiK; iisteaiag ts 
fetes iaat<?8» bssaaiise vfh©a I'd tnx-& a© SslsririsiGB ©p V4 iiatfta ao £lie 
saeir®;. all 1'4 get yas fcbe ssaas «M st©??? aootse jsjl8®s?y as.^ crlsas. 
'fesre ®-as;s's: s ttsi-ag S esaM do abc-ri it sa I waa's lietaa £o i£ 

«,cel sail thsA, thm "'Es^dsa priasij^lsj," 1 dca'-'S; g^fesei'lfe® to its bscaus-® as 
Christians '4?a J5£4®d to fitsd ?!ray?i! esse! ssaaa fcy vhieh i?® sas restore Si%aity £o oar 
<503{isisaisy„ H®. ta®©-i !£© s^jplsr© ©ays sisd tsemas b>' ■?'y4iich «?® asa gim^anes® a K^aaars 
of ssfatj fc-r psspie @f sil ag®© &a th® ®£r®s£0, is? eh® parking lo£g,, es: aay honr 



cf th« aighfe J5E day., ffest 8ssy b« Maa-llstic , bur, a£ l«sas'£ w« ha^a £o ge£ ^i£h 

th® sscmssi g?5id«3.te« f^hae'a sbsea suggagfesd is eMss "Ome if ©a® fey cliasj.ce 

whsffi tha>y say t© aherlr elayks sml t:*all*rss, "Gi'/e ths^ Sits ajcasy — -play it caoil 
Msyb® ^fa eaEs replae© the siss®^?^ fesat •s?© esE-fe s?®pl®£<g eh© te3*SE lif@," K®@p ete 

Tha ehiK'd g-4id:«sli6i« efe&t's bses iS»isgg@;St«^ la th® case ef suefe iseid^aa®^ 
if ea® ©&®uld cesss 4Sf®a th® ehiag aft'ftsr iS's ksppssssd — - ye-a 9«a, '^s'^-^e talked 
&h®ut. s^hBt <sas ©aglit £© da feafsr®, ig&at sms aii4^-.£: hm able, to do dasiag", , . . o . c , 
Jssas Chaise ee^is© «5©-we, migh£y 'hm<.vtlj ap«?s wfese oae Gtsgfelt £o d® as a Ctirisfiia'a 

prsaefe t© tlss f©ll©t^j, .sisd ysuf. ^/sa^i gikslcje j&tz' ilngmT ia hi@ face ami say, 

£0© lat* £» S®il hija mm. M s asrissias y^i ■m&mt thm asMsd. S«m^«idy has hmmm 

Ifeii, a&lja is a ^iffsrsBt kljad ©f •& ses::*.0a as 1*^*2 pr@aeh®d to yeu t&da.f, 
Siist K'ai raaiissie aasBgli sss teo^? ahas i&'s as rs:®l aa: tfela s£«:ero©Gffi...«£<®jsighto.« 
,.^ar £i?!S0»r«Jvi' i^-£sd.ag« Wq fem?j3<»a t& Itws &u & wiskml ym&M^ Such thimgs d© 
micm:^ ±m imsE'-sastag maissrs, bias's 8®e ?-iih0it ^@ esis do fe© p^evast; t:b«ai, Md 
■afesa th9f ©5i&ts5.% if ^s-^! ©feessid h^ Zfmr&.:, bf £ks grs-ca ©f God 1:0 ssiaiials;® fete® 
aigfeier^, , c ^ »S3sa c«Sia(S iS's s^sr, s©f: to fell to pso'gld® l:1i© s!teisfpas®i?a m&S. £h© 

■a 6 # 
(This ©isnasss, t'£sm.&iS.T±hmi &b XiStiQVdmd} 



Sermon - Paator Raymond Shah«eai 

Th<a Sixth Suadsy aitrnv Tha Epiphaay Fghrua ry 15, 1976 

"AGAINST PREVAIUMG CURREHTS" 
Clatthew 5:38-49) 

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, Thy Soa, 
our Ijp rd., ^ A iaen» 

X doa'f. suf^gast that you tak© too sariously what I'm about to say, in 

ca9«a you coiild beeoEia tmduly sansitive eh« next tiM& you riacalve visitors 
la your hom«t Bat it could be that when they naxt visit you, you aight wish 
to follow Kheir ayss, that is, to discover for yourself whera thay look and 
what ssiems to b® itaportat.t fco them. Somseimes when I visit with folks I dis- 
cover that th« people who are with mc ii<SB«diat®ly t&km & w^ntal note from floor 
to esiiiios of ths d«eor of the room and thm furnishings that hap|>«Q to b« there. 
This is & thing th&t claiias soiaa paople's interests 

1 doa*e mind tsilias ye« thi-.t I'va discovared that I find tnyself making 
a mental wiota whsn I visit la eettsrln people's hones - ~ ausra I*ia liaprssaed 
with your furnishisags sad your deecr. But one of the thinpa that impresses me 
most is yoi.»r periodicals:. I loolc -£»>und about eo s®e the magazines and the b«ws-~ 
papers aiui the Jouraals, b®caus8 th«se cmt tall a great deal about a person — " 
his reading habits* Bssicslly tb?y tell tna they can evea tell about s person's 
eharactsr, fescause a aan do«3 bsesra®, to sll intents and purposes, pretty cwich 
accordiag te thm chi».gs that hs r.^ada, 

W©11 there's oe« smp.asiae £h.:.t 1 havsn't dlscovcirad ia your homes as I've 
gone viaitiffig.- I have ae¥«g discr'.^'srsd a copy of MONDAY HORNING, There is such 
u journal r, No&z if ysx« *:;isifiosl .^y is aroused, let me tell you that it's a p«b- 
lieaties @«pseially dsssigaed S'OV Fr«§sbyteriaa preaefesrs, ©sd to b€! read on « 
Hsjssdsy isorniag, tha dsy afSsr £h® 'high p«afc of £h« Sunday ©xparienca. In some 
comeris ef ths siiaistry they still speak about Mosjday as being a 'low Monday' < — 



'l§M'i^k.^.r^S?^A^l^„J^SiESB&^l (^y 



Sunday has run its ecmrso, ehea thera'a a lat-dowa when Monday como«* And 
80ciew!i«re aioag ehe Una ssuse cl«v«r chap d«v«iop«d this concept of "Let's get 

a spaeial jouriaal to b© read by preachers o« a Monday motreiEig." 

I'm tsiling you about this because several years ago a very creative Presby- 

tseira??. pr®&eh«r smt ia Pocatelio, Idaho, wrote an article for i-f01®AY MOMING. 
Aad would I surprise you if I vera to tell you ghat in that article he suggests 

that thmy ©ughfc to develop a kind of rating scheiae for sartaons, just as we have 
i&T the JBTsVias, so that if you were to coaia to church oa a certain Stiwiay n»rn- 
iag you fs5_gbt kaos? ia advaaaa th© kisad of sermoa thaa you're goissg to hear. 
I'^slI, X hsv® ia front af n« the notations that i mad® from his article. 

If yon dos^t laiady lat me show yeu how his raiad weat . « , 

*'X prepoaa that we ought to Esrk some eestaons (G) 

—■ that ia. G enerally Ac c eff tabl e to Ssyeryoae^ full 
of ia«ff«s«lv« platitudes » siich as 'G© y® into 
sll tha world aad aaile' . . . sad 'wimfe the world 
»s®ds most is pisace smd raotharheod ' , Such a sar- 
Mi»a is usually described as: WQade rgu i ; liarveloue , 
OthsriSi X suggees, ©ughe to be isbaied C'O 

"" f«*4" Mafc urg Goagrs satioa s _ ,Qi?>ly •* - at tiisss this 
s@na©a wmsM saak® the Gospel relevant to today's 
issusSfi ia subtle ways, of cojjreeo It may etrea 
costaiK ■ffiild surges siaas for change « This, sarraon 
is 0f.t^m^ digscribsd aa; Shallfeggg;^'-ag ;^?h ou Rh&-'pr®voklng , 
^ 3 . mr©s thsmgh no <m.m isteoda to itsts* aetion or to 
ebaage his owa atP.itud*, 
Oahar aermssJSs I suggest, could be labalad (R) 

-— definitely Restricted To Those Not Upset By The Truth 



Tola »sraiMi t«1l ls it lika it is. l£ coiild b® ■^ery 
ehreatealag fto the coraforeablft. It is most often 
d«scribad as t Distagbisp;; or Ceatfcroversarial. . , . and 
i38ualiy iiidlcates that th® pte&ch»T b&s aa outside 
source of incoiQe. 
Fiaailys thes^ arc® umcmoaa that ous?ht to fe* rated (X) - positively 
LiEiifcgai To Those Who Caa Haodle Ex^ iosiye Ideaa. This 
sensoa really 's©cks it to tham. ' It's the kiad of 
sem&ou that Isnded Jeremiah ±& th@ wsll^^.^gat Amon 
run ovLt of e<owa^..=attd a«t thiags wp for th« stoning 
of Stephen. It is always described as Shocking; or 
Xa Poor Taate. Ihm miaieeer who preaches this eenaoa 
h&d better have his euit<ease pecked end his inouraace 
paid iBp," 

Hfi-^iag shaded this vd-th youj I have aaked atysslf , ss yau laight well know 
that I W6«ld» ia th® scsctracts that appeax occasiesyslly ©b the freat page of 
1Si« HSSSSSSERe if X wexr© to Isidicafcs in advance for you just what this sermon's 
going Zis ssys how saaay of y«u might stay awsy? ~ ~ h&sf m&'srf of you might find 
it offerssivis if on s particular Bunday th« senoon eem^ aS: you pretty hard and 



I dsr« say to youj sad X hope yo«'iJ. unda:retand the manner and eh® isood by 
whieh X tell yau, one of ?,h® fia®3t eossplimeata I thiak I ever received as your 
preacher cBmm a msabes' of years age by a woffiaa who baa since gone to glory, when 
she 8aid» ""^oisr sarmoas raaka it ^ery diffieuli: for m*. Yom ask® ma s© dissatis- 
fied with the kitiid of person atsat I am, You se^asa to show vm In your asrtaons 
what Christ expects frosi us, sssd I just can't quite i3eaeur« up." 

....I SBi equally troubled ^ hotirever, that ehe sh'^mld have said what 



«!»« did wlthouc sddiog — "bue Vm 2:®"aBaured ia yemr 8«smotut 
eha£ tha Bsly Spirit: c«n «mpow«r as and «aabl« us to b«eom« 

b<B5.:£8r sfesa w® ere,." 

iVe coma to this sacred desk tUlo steraiag to pr«ach a sanaoa that I hop« 

will uas!<8?.£li5 you, that I a»st ce£"£aioXy hop® will vsake you diesatlsfisd with 
this kijsd of parsoa that you ar«, aad giv® yem to laadsrstaxsd ia a very r«al way 
that Shis busisssss of beiag s. Christian is a very sarious aad deiaaadiag thleg. 
It it's a titl© efeat yoti waet for She sarmoa it's ehia: "AGAIHST PRWAXLING 
CUPJlEllTS",.,o„sad S;hK «:«!«fc is frcsa ehe Sesmoa ©» £h« rieuiie» £h« 5th chapt«tr of 
ths Gisspssl aeesx'diag so 'teefchaw^ ...... 

gald J«eua8 5 "fpa ,h®iy@ hsard that it waa aaid.s,^ *aa ay« 
fcpr^ as ft^'^^ ^a^_ a tooth fas? a tooth, but X eiay £0 you, 
ifaayeasi 8trik«g yo^s ssii the right chfeak . tura £0 him 

M I am ccffiistaaeiy sryiag to re-discwer the ssiisd *ad the spirit of Jasus 
Christ, I mvt fi'^iag su&^-i h&ff damssdl^g He was^ hofe' sgaia &nd @var eo oftaai, no 
Hseetar wher?, Ha wssat H® wss mklug us to stretefe, to st?iv®j for sesMsthing far 
b«£t«r thaa ths wsrld coisld offas-* lU did His job so well 3:h«t paopie got sick 
as4 £irsd of His tsyiag ts K©11 theua tliat ?:hey saagfefc noit to 3.«v©l off too aasily 
itt Shsir feehavior pstt©s-as that r.h«y ought aot to taSca ths stasdard of tha world 
as SB.sir s$«adard, Be^aaus® He k*.pt pesandiag away at this tr«m«ndous truth, they 
fissfiXlj 3.©^; Hira ha'?® i.ti, aad trj^'got rid of Hira. fh«y didis't wssat a pr®ach«r 
ar©u3ii whQ was alwayf* <i.<3!M5adiog smd ds^aodisg Esffd d«a!ia»di».g that fchay bacc«9« 
festtar tbsia thisy ti'«i'«j »ssd shfei; £h&y aet ssceiusnofiaS:© thmssmlr^ss to p<a«^ pressure, 

S c*ffi't ©taed p®0pi?s! who ara £«e.da!a«atffili3t;lcs, bu,£ I do hav« a high aad holy 
ragard for p«opl« wfee dssl with fuadasentais, Aad I suggest to you that w® begia 
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to &pp7«i9i»ts isor«t ^.bsfi we've «v«r before thos>« Cbsiatiamt vho aIlo» themsttlvse 
S:o d«&i wi?;h the fusdaiasafcaie of ch« CbElaeiaa fslth, '(^o a«v®r aiiow fch«na«lv«a 
eo ge£ eeo far sway from what Jasus Christ rttqulree frctu us - ■- who gather thsir 

chlldxmu mgmthar: &nd are al«fsys trying to put ia frost: of thsnn the stassdairda 
that Jesus Ghriae ssacta from us„ ?4ii» are always tirylng £o inculcate baaie Chrie- 
tiaa priB«iples.. I have, a high regard for £h«m. 

Sssse of -ae doa't do it eaotsgh. We eoB^riismise £»© easily, wa settle almost 
iasmsdiatelys for the. sfcsad&rds of the world. It sever ©ecuss to us that ss 
Clirl^aians ^@ ought to bs differeat. Oh, th® pressure is very ^'eet sad it's 
vesy aiiife£l®„ My all«iKiaac® to Jasua Christ shook me up yaaterday, I think it 
wa& ye®t«i^d@y, shsa X raa^. a f-all-pag© .advaE sisiaasssit is 3:hs M^,. J- ^ll^. .. .yA^ ggjL ^'■** 
foxrgotfeiisa ?;l'».a aana ef the !i»?v.i« that tfesy we?a prssiEOtiags b«l: tha fu.ll"pag« adver- 
tl8«ffi®nt I'Msd a saxies a€ paragraphs, each osi eadlais in thia way: "if it f^ls 
good, ±t em\*t bff wffong - ~ gc shasd etsd do :-t!" This is the theme that was 
repestad peragsrsph afeer psrsgrraph, A?sd agaia aad aver ao ofeee ia this world 
of which iJ# «rs part tl4® «r©rl4 ia sl^'&ys eayisig to tsa? "Go ahsad aad do iti 
Dea's: i«£ siayfeody tell you th-at.. it's -jfong ~ •- e's'^rybody * e doing it I" 

The world has never bees the amm slaee a eerp<sater*s soa v«it around fron 
place to place and eaid to peoples "l^h&t do you do that's sore ehaa others? Bov 
different are you really from other peoplat" «ftiether you like it or not, Chris'- 
tlaos are aeaat to be differeat - - differest in Siselr attitude toward thmiselves, 

than the sBsa of the world - different in their attitudes toward one another 

than the people of the world..,. ...different in fchelr attitude toward God. 

But I know what Irappans, of course I do. SoEebody trips us up, and like 
as not we spesd weys sod sieana trying to find the wey to gat even with them. Some- 
body deals us an unfair ble??, aad we find it extr^^iy difficult to think of theo 
in an itsspartial way. Our Mad ie always clouded aad ^m think evil thoughts of 
then, if we don't try to find ways fay which to get even. And when we react that 
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way, of course, we t»&&t according Co the psresaurss aad eh@ s&sodards of the 
vorld. Jesus Chriet said, "What do you do im»re than others?" Wherein are we 
different? 

Said Nie£sache» the Gencan philosopher, Co a group of Chrieelans — he 
himself not being & Chriseian — "Tou Chriecians will have to look and act nore 
like your Sedearaer if you aspect toe to believe it," The inference is of course 
that he couldn't quite see any difference in those who take the name of Christ. 
I'm always distressed by people who, even within the church itself, are 
so prone to adopt the standards of the world. I have told you repeatedly, and 

if I've told you repeatedly it's just bacatiae it bears repeating out in 

India when the Christian missionary came, there would always be those who would 
be glad to hear him, and particularly those who had already made their comait-- 
mcnt to the faith. Where they didn't have a church or a. chapel to which to 
go they'd 5«st squat right down in the street, st the side of the street, of 
course, and they'd form a little circle, and the preacher would talk to them 
about their Christian cossoitment.^.o about the glory of being numbered in the 
ranks of the redsssed end *<!liat it neans to be a disciple of Christ. 

>..>you rsmes^er it, of course you do, the story 1 told you 
— thes'8 in th« villages (India is 90S laade up of villages) the towns-" 
people «rould gather arosmd, whether they were Christian or ziot, and the 
aoa-Christisas in particular would stand on the periphery ~ - oh, they'd 
listen to vbat the preacher would say, and theyM make note of the fact 
that soaa of thea-a people ia there were commit tSid Christians, but they'd 
Judge thsm, not by what they w®V9 hearing but the way they dealt with 
one aneth-siTs by th@ w&y they behaved. 

Jesue Christ, ®vmi is this p&ssage of Scripture from which this text is 
taken, "Be ye thsreforo perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect." 
And we Christians, followers of Jesus Christ, are quick to say, that's an im- 



po«8lbl« dvmmt It juet Isst't practicable to be that coasmitted to Jesue CSirist. 
SwMfciffi® ago whea I ctmidueted a proiaehltts mission la th« 8outh«rn part of 
Virginia I was pvlv±lms9d to ai(S«t with th« pastors of th® eojasuaity. One of 
th«!a of the Unxtsd Mathodist Church, end in the course of oar eonvareatlon in a 
ralasced xuanaar ha rathar facetiously remarkad about that part of the ^thodist 
Book of Discipliaa, whm & caa^Jidate for the Ordiaatioffi ia the Gospel Ministry 
appears before the Bishop. The Bishop is constrained to ask him & question, 
tdiich at oiste t±m» went to th® very heart of mthodism. Tlie question is this: 
"Are you atriviag after psrfectioaf" - - and the Bishop half-apologised for ask- 
ing that qaestitjss as though it was uareal. He said, "I suppose I have to ask 
yon this queatiea — it's in eh« Book." But than he retrieved the situation vary 
beautifully axid ha said, "As I ask you, are you striving after perfection, I oust 
also ask you, if you ar® sot striving after perfectioap after s^at are you striv- 
ing?" 

If you haven't ea earnest desire to beeoae better than what you are, what 
is your m^nmst daaire? One of tha things that I aay to eh® people who become 
part of th® N8§«? Maiabar« Group is thlSj that I would earnestly pray that your 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ through the paople of Saint laika Church 
would find yous asoiaths from new, if a year, batter in your comstltiaent to Jesus 
Christ than you ware before you came to us. 

Now I don't know hew you*ra going to rate this sersson. I'd be very happy 
if it shakes you up a hit, M it ssakas you a bit ausra conscious of the fact that 
Jesus Christ is a deaa&iing person. You're entitled to know that every sermon 
that you hear I try out on this preachar for sise before you get it, and unashamedly 
I tell you J albeit a bi-: rsluctsiat, I've siSived it until now, that when I face JudR- 
awmt, OS® of the things that parhaps will trouble sia more than anything else is 
that I'll look back over certain chapters in ay Ufa when I failed to take Jesus 
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CStrist 88 serimtsly as X should. Aad p«rh&ps thAt*e £h« bssatelng sin of All 
of u®, our uis»illisignes6 to £aka Him seriously, aspecislly whsa Ha tells us 
th&t H« sxpecte asor® fsros aa thsa lis does frem o«:h<ar paopl«. But I voulda't 
want a. Saviour <^ho eouldo't be &b deoasdiog as that. 



(This s&nmn. trais^eribed as recorded) 



S«rBOii " P«4i£ar Raytaoedl Shah««K 

"OH FXaPIHg GOD agCREPISLE" 
(Asass 12 J 15) 



GMCEa ISSliCY aad Paac® froa God o^ir 
Father asad fro® His Soa, Jeaus Christj 
ou£ 3l3ss<ad Loifd. Man.. 



■Rie prasehar vsa.A&t whoa I grew ap loekad p®rp«fcualiy lik® a soleiaaa occasion. 
No oiatfeer vher«s you would s®« hia, ia church or «mft of church, 'h® always had & 
v«ry sfflslous seussS^siassce . He was aa excftptit^i, because I b*lt«*,ra ehae tnoet 
prsachars thosroisgbly sajoy SslHrag a j^js, or haarlf^ on®. The only p«opl« 
that X kaew wfee ^ffijoy telliiag a j®k« jaore than a prasehe? raipht be pisople who 
kaowr s jck«( that shey Cisa tail a prasches« 

rn® joke that XV® h«asrd jf*p«a£adiy ehrcugh the years has co d««l wieh a 
praaeufik*!, of course. Ha w&e drli?:/j5ig aiossg a cmjsatry road aud when h« came to 
a loaaly str«£ch h* sUssovsrod he. was hax'iag s Sl&t £isre, aad h» pulled over to 
ths aid® of zhm roati to give it: fels* afcteation it raquSsred. ..... 

.«,^eh«r@ h« was, bl^ck suits whit^i collar, shiny shoes, cta 
his wfiy to cojaSont s chusch ia««tiag, bsin^ delsyad by this 
iffie<siv«nieij«t«. Ila st:'raggled alorag tJryia" to get th« whaei 
fr,^e, bise thaifa's ««ae stuhbosna lug tli^t just eiaci'c he r«lsa9ad^ 
Ie hi)? desperate plij;h£ so!n«lrody''s nsasiag by, stops to give 
him s 'meg-sissr^ of aasiafiauc®.. H« too has diffieislty ia gefc- 
Kteg thst oste seuhbeK-a lt2§? relaaaad ...,.-. aad th«is it 'a at 
■fchis pssiKt that £h® prasKhar 8«iRj!;ast3 to his aew~fo«ad fsioad 
that slses ?:!ieyHfe erlsd ev«ry?:hifef; elsa, that mayhe th«y 
Cfi5«ii£ to ps?sy, SB'i h* snccrjragtss the fellow to offer a 
piray^ru Ih* t'tfillaw doffs his hat, hareo hla hesdj, utters a 
pray®s^of~sort8, sad th«m ixrahs th& cirs iroa aed vehamantly 
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goes baeic — bs4 ju&t lik^ thet fcbs lug CGiSim 4?ff{ ,...sad 

the?. pr«aeliar, umTthsd^ ssys, '*U©ii X'll ba ( )i" 

. , o (you can f ijidslj e!!® aenfcaes© aecoardtej^ tc your os?a iiuap:iaatioffi) . 

t'?e daraa' fc loss tbss peiHt* 'Xha j;rs,»tftbier who h^ sugg<SK£©d ch*6 power of 
pray«r is absaluSfflly aiaas«d whera ha discovera that ie works. But I suggest to ysm 
;ss I c«£ije fco ?;his sasrsKi deak ;-hig tsoraiag tte£ that's a very ^eai problem fojf 
some of 5A9, ¥e .««•;,' w-a b«.li«-«'© la prayer, •£•& ssy we believe ia th© pm^sr ©f G«jd 
tto -work Kirasl^a, «ml fcbjss. lo -god bsho id, whaa Cod dosSs we £lud it difficisle 
to bsIisfVfs! 

Ta® tltlei f<j^ today' s^nmm ia "(te Fiodiffig Ged Iacg@dible" aead th® £«se 

i» th® .\5afe trers^a c^^ thnt WRSsisigr. ©rieisiag chaps©?, tfa« i2tb efeeptars of thaf. 
sfi&aifflg, aKsiSisg bsoa: &>3.o»a as £h« Aec« of Th® Apoatles. Hans ie tbe &««£" 






Hew lat laa gi^« yo?.! tlie b.S8kgs©uij,d . Fftf;@y was on thiSiXX sKist-waofced list. T!i« 

«««5ai<3& of Cisrise had hltn &is a masTk^d uaa. IbsyM slrwady done ajt?ay with Jaasss, 

thii bro?.h@rc o* cus Lo'<d. cs/i fchay'd BOSe«a Herod tb© Klag e;o issuai aa <»rder fehsS 

Patssr w&s fco bs* .iKipffisefesfl » «?l'i;h «5.f coursss the «x&-cnti.on t<: follow. Tlnis is 

wh&t Shay did. Tlisy p'«t hlsa ?.« |>t'iac,a alvinht, th©a fchev- a8el5?n«ed fouy guardj3 

£o u&i:Rh o-yarv hire, Ivo sjarsj Bt/^tio-^&d &t zhn. door, sad th&n one was stationed 

OSS. ^Ithffir BidB ef hiiii, Assd he i-faa tihaissd to botii of them., 

,,,.m!fiS.QVi>J,l«, S9 ycj» wJsMt asajecfio a sroup of Christians wera 

dsing sx'ii^etiy ^-/feev; Chrlntisms should do ~ - alsfty «?ar*s tils fx*i«ad;9, and they 

gatlisired tc.g«ttssr ±n s esis-fcain haaa sisd SJttiy prayad. Th.«jy prayed very eaxTasseiy. 

/•is^l Vd like eo think thas; fchey ptayivd te this jaam»«r'. 

"fedf, ';H'?u c-ri do ?«:»>' ihicg. Qmlt J?«E3r is f>ur f?ie»,d., «« 
rt@«d h:?j>a.= II:© cbui'^h is; jsissic begioalng ft*? f;r©«?. ^«e 
caa's ijeS: alft«g vjithout him. Gods, dsm'sS you let H«yod 
gse by wir.U this. (ki^» we £j®«d P#f:e?. Taka eaire sf hte., 
BoE^a J. .at say thing happess fca him . <, . " 

»...»s«r©iy that's £b« way tbsiy snuet hs'i?« pirsyed, Astd «hils they ware prayisgs, 
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«*aft do you S'jppeae u&s happaalag? God vrss gafitissg isto sctlOR! n« eant an 

@«gal, with a gsrast light •»- seayfcXsd P«£er, got hijc awafee, toid him £0 pus oa 
his coat, aad took him out o£ jail, Aad Pata? did t1i« ojO-y fcfeinc that Peter 
eowld do uadsr ahsws® ctscwmtas&a&m - - as SsT«ui .ea he eotsM 5«t thesfe» hs waafc 
£o efes place wiiare £h«y sra?® havlag £h« prayer isaatisig. Aad ha kaockad at the 

deosr. 

..,g««r^^ fiSit £ba humer of fchis. If ya-^ doa't sniad, hon«seIy 
a«w, a&& £h« husscr in le;„ W€j<ad«rf«l && it is, ite's kac«k.iag at tha 
doc'r, atid th® gai who assiswers £h« door i» 5& aurpriftad she caa hasrdiy 
do BKythiffig — sha do#sss't ©s'eji opsjR s'h^ dooyl — theo aha gose .«ad 
l:«»il« t.h© o£!iai' p««>pla aad thay say, *"?cjw''xa aad". -■ - - G<Bd h«® 
.^i^^^^l^^^^l-JSMS^ "' " " f-s*i !£hey'r« stafCle^.. .,th«y find is: 
iseredlble. 

S»w Vi& goiag t© fsisggejst to you %hzt thim ia e v»ty 'nm.l problea fosr aoss 
of M0« l£ isn't that wb doa't belifisvi* la prayer. It Isk'v. tbats w« don't be- 
li««fs ia a!ia'ael©a» Bac «>cc.suit.i0iu:illy wh«B God takas us sarlousiy and I-taays our 
prayssr sskS b«gi?as8 ta ssaswsr is, ws juae doa^t believe *:lvae it's possible. 

I Khiffifc this saay be tnis fsr tm< resaoas. Thn first rsason is this: we 
$vmz doa't b^lisva that fSod'g goisig to aasvjjs- i^^i^iotglf.^ You 8«e, o«r track 
reeosrd has if«.«B «s«eh tb.at ell too oftria Gcd ia His wisdom delays auaweriap, uu, 
baemusis 9.&:s laorsj IsaporKsat t5-iavi ^/oi6 aastirev Chat C^od gives ia th« axperioac* that 
wa ha<?« to «nco«33,e«ir. So sccfioiaaislly God in Bia vii^dom i?wiy net f»ivs us iiaEB«dl-> 
ately whi^t w«'r® askisig for. Th«sx® s're» scms Inassoaa that tf«2 have to l«ara ia 
tfea a!«aa-&ijiia, -asai God gi'-i?®s ws tiBJ© t.^ mjiac«»r thase l«is»sss,So So, like a» a©£, 
we'vs! hEd te vsi£, B?at jv«st betiaiisa u's've bAd tc vsit d««8a't aiijsn that if God 
SSS9 fit J Khst Hs's iasaptob .?,«?. of astias iatisf&iiataiy. 

Kiw, X tld.sk X \^&vt^ £e t^ill yeu tbiii., e'foat God dossn't a3waya tmmmt twsr 
pr»y«rs favo?.^ly, Aftisr >an, look ^;sfc Jsappsaa-d to Jamas, "rijay did awsy with 
hiss. But thare are titers wh<45S God »«aa fit to slv® us <sxsatly what w«'r© askiag 



f33r» And Ha Mos't -s&me «my tins in j^sttisg it dtnje-, ... . ..so that y<in "ind I ^saad 

£o bring to Him tha fflcpsatmiey, thm fall se«ss»iir« ef faith thafe allows tss to be- 
lisv® shst 13* -^11 de is, and that: ais Re sees .fit, ile*"!.! d& It now., 

who are diafcressad b^cfiusss 6h«y Ijsdn't had raia f^j? w®efcts. Th«ir crops w©?* ae 
stsk®, Thar-i i^u't sayeh-iag lasn'ss parishabl*; so ti> Hp'mk., th&n ass. wap^-oducs.iA'© 
crop <,..,. if you havg T5?itised & h«r«?a3t: y<x.i '•-/«,■ misa^sd « hasv«iat- Soai* o? t:h38E 
wers God-fassring, cc they s?«gg«8Ced to ?.h.« pr«aci)i«s? fchiit h«« BvLghfc opsa the dootg 
of £h® church asd fch^y aauld have a spiscieX a^ffit.lnjt, a ptuyn-g aessisrffi, Ik t^hieh 
eh«y wmiXd i?aplem Almighty Ged to ffins'^fcr sh^^isr prayars aad to »«sd d?iWn taim 
froa £h* hms^mm., W«i3. eh© pra&jsltsrfr •'sa yeu talghv kvs^jtff obliguid .ihtsits «f.d tj« 
edieduied Kba -pi-ay^r Bwistli^. 3o thcji' casrsor. .&Sid m he fe<3gaa fchft opeisia*? ««385.0is, 
lasds ©osB® coBSEeat. .*«»aad v;h«si h© fths-aw thasfi fosr s loop — •• h« jolfe«i3 Shsia. Ha 
said, "B«fer<a w© lJ«gisB f,o ^v&yi, Issfc a« sa<s fcfe« bands of thosss of yaxx vho hfiv« 
breughs: ysjst '■imhTmllBS ," Thmic^ wags' t mueh of « shc'^iaf-; '•-- trtgally thssa-fli vstf^a'tl 
f®t eh«y eaiaa fee- mk G«d t.a do th.@ very £biwg J:htf.t they believod 5;ha?: HiS e0c.id 
do. But fchey wssrea'fi picspsrcsd eo «.cc«p& £l?« far.a fch?j£ lis eouid so it lBttr*&diaf.fr,),y. 

1 fcbixsk £bisfe*» a as-eemd feascu why w«.'2'8 relue?-«mt t© bstllHVc that G^d cau 
as£ imasdistsly or that Ha will S'lSistfsr o«if pr&ftiTs faworssfcly. It's b«icau«®f tbaft 
w® csffi't quite y^eognise f-fee w.*7 Hs's abcrr:^?: 20 ,«n3w«!!: mx? pr&ytsra. Sis ''.a .'sta arxti- 
gaat lot, koasstly w« «ir«t, ajsd ccica-sioaslly whew ??« psray *j® pr«swfl« to tall God 
dxactiy hs^ Hs ciaght i© aag^sr. Asad s;.'ha-a «3od jaitewnrs ia Sfioa liaceavstaKiaiBai way 
we'r® jolsisd. 

B^owai-ag ssad !iis ,4srafebish.opo Do yoa ksoy .-sbout: Bs^jj^#aijfig aad Isis ./t!^-cfeblffbc<j"5? 
Bisss 'Bremtlvig.1 h& us^A eo t;«il m&At sfe* Aa'cbbiishop whs- dac.«cti h±o «c€",l«»-,U8£ieal 
vestsuKts aixd 'jralkad ravsrssttly da»R »:>i8 f-i».cs'«id tsi.£le to ifeppxrsreeh fehe slftaK" .ia 
asder t® address ,41ffligh£y God. Aad i» febs aCaoat tarstaa, Tm^Ksnt astd atentcri&a. 



h« b«gaa: "£e«rrtAl Qa& . . « " and th»to t?aa a volc« from H«ttvti& that: 

0sdd, "Y«« -f" Thay found th« Archbishop dead bsfora ih« aitar — frighs«a«d, 
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Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

The First Sunday in Lent ^^ March 7 1976 

"GOD'S MAN FOR THE ROAD " 
(Luke 18:31) 

GRACE, Mercy and Peace from God 
our Father and from His Son Jesus 
Christ, our Blessed Lord. Amen. 

It was a day as clear and as crisp, as fresh and as fair as this, last 
September when Winifred and I, enjoying a respite amid the hills of home, 
decided to do something that we had planned on doing for some time. About ten 
o'clock in the morning we got her sister, her brother-in-law and Grosmutter ~ 
90 years of age at that, bundled her up, and we all got in the car. We said, 
we'll just drive rather aimlessly, wander around these hills of home until we 
decide to come back in late afternoon. 

Every now and then as we would ride along, I can hear Winifred or Karl 

ask "I wonder where that road goes?" and then much to our surprise, it 

was Grosmutter who might enlighten us, she might recall for us some experience, 
some event, or the occasion that took her that way. 

Roads, I suggest to you, are fascinating. Some of us find them intriguing. 
You may recall that when Winifred and I came back to you from that special as- 
signment several years ago, and we reported to you as a congregation, we shared 
with you some slides. And occasionally on the screen we would throw the pic- 
ture of a road, a path, a trail or a highway. 

I'm about to tell you now something that I honestly believe: the history of 
the human race is the history of a road. You can't separate roads from history. 
Think for a moment, the changes that have been made in the course that history 

has taken because a man named Hannibal plotted a particular course a man named 

Marco Polo decided to go where he went a man named Christopher Columbus planned 

for himself a brand new route that others had not taken presumably. As far as 
we're concerned, you can't divorce the Christian faith from certain roads 
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we have what we have because one day a carpenter took 

to the road with the lady of his heart and headed toward Bethlehem. 

We've divided history because of the event that took place by the 

traveling of that road to Bethlehem 

the world has never been the same since Jesus took that 

road that led to Nazareth - - and the road that led away from Nazareth! 
the world has never been the same since what happened on 

that road to Emmaus 

The history of the human race is the history of the road, this one or that one. 

I make bold to suggest that you could write the history of your own life 

according to the road that you have taken. If it's a title that you want for 

today's sermon, I am pleased to give it this title: "God's Man For The Road." 

It's inspired by that Gospel Lesson that we used to use regularly on the Sunday 

next before Ash Wednesday, the 18th chapter of the Gospel according to Luke, 

the 31st verse: 

"Jesus turned to the twelve and s a id, Behold, 
we go up to Jerusalem. " 

Now with whatever sanctified imagination that you have, don't hesitate to 

exercise it, and move from the classic King James translation, let me interpret 

it for you this way. 

I can visualize it quite easily - - our Blessed Lord called together this 

company of disciples, saying to them, "I suppose you wonder why I've called this 

meeting. But there's something that I want to tell you - - 

" . . . I've made a decision. And after I tell you about this decision 
you may be inclined to talk me out of it. But don't try. My mind is 
made up. Ever since we have been together for three years we've wandered 
about, in and out of Galilee, in and out of Judea. But now I tell you the 
time has come and we're going to go to Jerusalem — it's settled in my 

mind .... 
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"... Some of you will be pleased to go to Jerusalem — you'll 
get all excited. For us there is no city in the world quite like 
Jerusalem. And you can count on it - - we will be traditionalists, 
we'll observe the ancient Jewish feast of the Passover. But in the 
meeting that you and I are having together now, I want to tell you 
something. After that meal, all hell is going to let loose — you 
might as well know it — It's not going to be a pleasant journey. 
It's going to be an ugly trip! And by the time it's all over they'll 
kill me .... 

"... oh, I'd like to think that you'd interfere — Peter, 
I can see exactly what you're going to do, but hold your fire. Don't 
try it. It will be of no use. But I want to tell you something — 
there's going to be a third day! And I'll leave the grave empty! 
"... Oh, I can see it on your faces now, you haven't the slightest 
idea of what I'm talking about, but I have to tell you. When some day 
you can look back and remember that I did tell you, you'll know why 
I'm talking to you the way I am right now . . . . " 
Well, that's the way you can read — between the lines, if you don't mind — 
the classic expression: "Behold, we're going to go up to Jerusalem." - - - 

"Behold - - - " the decision has been made. 

You're aware of that, aren't you, that God holds us responsible for the 
decisions that we make regarding the road that we take through life. Some of 
us have found that our lives have been changed just because we've made the 
decision to travel in the direction that we did. Our lives would have been 
entirely different had we taken another route. 

It's coming to your mind, isn't it, I can see the words forming on the 
lips of some of you — Robert Frost expressed it magnificently: 
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"Two roads diverged in a yellow wood; 
And sorry I could not travel both, 

and be one traveler. 
Long I stood and looked down one 

as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Then took the other; 
As just as fair and having perhaps a better 

claim because it was grassy and wanted wear. 
I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence - - 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I, 
I took the one less traveled by. 

And that has made all the difference." 

Intriguing? Fascinating? — the roads that lie ahead. Some of them are very, 
very inviting. Some are forbidding — there's a sign that says NO TRESPASSING. 

Some have signs that say you travel at your own risk some say, "This is a 

temporary route. Due to circumstances you are forced to take a detour". .. .as 
much as to imply, we're warning you, there is a better way. For the time being 
you're obligated to take this route. 

But that isn't what troubles me so much. What concerns me primarily now 
is that we have a choice on occasion. And God holds us responsible for the 
route that we take. May I suggest to you a kind of a Christian guideline that 
could hold you in good stead when the decision has to be made: Come wind or 
weather, follow the example of Jesus Christ, who took the road to Jerusalem 
because He made the decision on the basis of the knowledge it was God's will. 
As Christians we have a right to believe that God can impart to us, by faith, 
the direction in which we ought to travel. 

If you don't mind, I'll suggest to you another guideline. Like as not 
that road is to be determined by the great good that will come into the lives 
of other people because we took that route! You know very well that there are 
times when some of you have come to see me because you had to make a decision. 
You have two job opportunities - - and you wrestle with it — which one should 
you take? 

I recall so well the man who came to me and said, "Pastor, you might as 
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well hear me out, but I think I know what I'm going to tell you after you've 
told me what you'll tell me - - - I'm going to take the one that will bring 
the greater good to my family. I can't be selfish." Well, we're all part 
of the family, if not as sons and daughters and brothers and sisters and 
wives and husbands — we're part of a greater family. And the Christian 
directive is that when you travel down the highway of life, make sure you go 
in the direction that can bring a greater good to other people. 

Happy indeed is that man who has traveled any distance who knows that 
because he's traveled that road people have been blessed because he came 
their way. 

The second observation that I make regarding Ihis: Jesus not only says, 
"Behold, we go up to Jerusalem" - - He also predicted what was going to happen, 
but you allow that to be turned into some blessing. He knew what was ahead. 
You and I do not always know. But as Christians, by the grace of God we can 
take what happens to us — by the power of God fashion it to some good! 

Another observation: He said "We' re going up to Jerusalem," He was 
willing to believe that they would go with Him. It was no fools' paradise 
for Him - - He knew that when He went they'd be following along. "You have 
been with me now for three years. You made a commitment - - I'm assuming 
that you're not going to opt out now. All right, I'm going, and you're going 
with me." 

Which leads me to say to you as strongly as I can, that no man ever travels 
the road of life -by himself. You and I may think that we do. But there are 
always other people around — people that we meet going and coming. And occa- 
sionally people who will follow after us just because they see the way we're 
going. 

That's an awesome thought. To the day I die I'll give thanks to God for 
people that He put down in front of me, and in a very winsome way they drew me 

after them. ...and I have been better for it.... 
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to the day I die I'll curse certain people that I 

met along the highway of life who brought an untoward 
effect on my soul, that I at the time was not fully aware 
was happening. But it occurred just because our paths 
crossed . 
No man travels the road of life by himself. The lengthened shadow of his life 
eventually is cast here and there and falls upon others. 

It is an awesome thing to be able to make a decision and then to discover 
that you've made the wrong one. There's always the temptation on the part of 
every single one of us to go far on the wrong road, and it does happen. As 
significant as any relationship that I have had with the young people of this 
parish used to come — that is, beyond Confirmation experience — it used to 
come when I would meet with high school seniors just before graduation. We'd 
gather them together in small groups in our lovely retreat house which is 
Bethany. We'd share a meal together, we'd sit in the living room and we would 
talk. And I recognized the responsibility that rests upon me as the shepherd 
and bishop of their souls to point out to them that they were approaching a 
period in their life when most of the decisions with which they would have to 
deal, they'd have to make personally. By the time they were through senior high 
school a good many major decisions of their live had been made for them by 
other people. But now they'd be pretty much on their own. Some simple choices, 
such simple decisions 

— do I live in a sorority house, a fraternity house, 

or don't I? 

— do I live at home, or don't I? 

— do I share an apartment with three other girls — three 

other fellows — or don't I? 

— do I major in this, or do I major in that? 

— how do I make my money go as far as I'd like to have it 
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go, and what will I spend it on? 

— in whose company will I spend most of my time? 

— who will I allow to be the person who will claim 

my heart? 
Life is always putting in front of us the necessity to make a decision. The 
history of your life and -the history of my life is the history of the road 
that we take. 

In that movie "The Immigrants" - - I can see it now: the father and the 
mother and the rest of the family standing there in the doorway of their own 

house realizing that those whom they have loved and will continue to love 

as long as they live, they have reared and trained them in the faith, but they 
have made the decision that they will no longer stay home — they will take to 
the road. And as they put all of their earthly belongings in that wagon, they 

slacken the reins, the horse heads down the lane and I can hear the old 

father calling out: "Go slow as you drive through the gate at the end of the 
lane".... as much as to say to himself, they're on their own! Will they remember 
the direction in which we faced them? - - will they remember that they trust 
Jesus Christ, who said, "I am the way — no man comes unto the Father but by me.' 

The words of that song, remember — 

"One sweetly solemn thought comes to me 
o ' er and o ' er : 
I am nearer home today than I ever was before." 

will each day's journey led them in that direction? 



John Oxenham said, "To every man there openeth a way/ And ways, and a way/ 
And the high soul climbs the high way/ and the low soul climbs the low/ And in 
MdwebBjhightheufliisty flats/ The rest drift to and fro./ But to every man there 
openeth a high way and a low/ And each man decides the way his soul will go." 

If we take the wrong road occasionally and we get off the track — that's 

exactly why some of us keep coming back to this place Sunday after Sunday, because 

here's where we get re-oriented — here's where we're told all over again that 

we weren't meant to head for hell. .. .but Heaven is our destination. 

A A * 
(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 



Sermon - The Rev. Raymond Shaheen, D.D. 

The Second Sunday in Lent March 14, 1976 

" FELLOW- TRAVELER; PETER " 
(Mark 14:29-31) 

QUIET our minds and hush our hearts, 
God, and by Thy Holy Spirit enable us 
to better understand the writing of the 
sacred page. Amen. 

Today's sermon, to be properly understood, must be seen against the 
background of last Sunday's meditation. You may remember, it bore a title: 
"God's Man on The Road." And the truth was dealt with that the history of 
the human race can be seen as the history of a road. And it's particularly 
true of the Christian Faith. You can't think of the Christian Faith without 
thinking of certain roads that were taken, and the directions in which God 
had His people move. The history of the Christian Faith is the history of 
the road to Bethlehem. ... the road out of Nazareth. ... the road to Jerusalem... 
the road to Bethany. ... the road to Emmaus. . . . the road to Damascus. 

Your personal history, your own biography, is the history of the path 
that you have taken, to God's House.... to a baptismal font.... to a sacred 
altar. Your personal history is the history of the road that you take in 
the name of Jesus Christ to where you live, where you work, to where you 
enjoy your pleasure. 

If it is important that we should deal with the direction in which we 
move, it is equally significant that we should make much of the fact that it's 
not only where you travel to, it's also with whom you may travel. And so for 
the remaining weeks in this Lenten season we'll talk with some of the fellow 
travelers who accompanied Jesus Christ. 

And if it's a title you'll be wanting for today's sermon, it's "Fellow 
Traveler: Peter " and if it's a text that you will be needing, and most 
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certainly you will, it's from the 14th chapter of the Gospel according to 
Mark, verses 29 to 31: 

"But Peter said to him. Even though they all 
fall away, I will not. And Jesus said 
to him, truly I say to you, this very 
night, before the cock crows twice, you 
will deny me three times. But Peter said 
vehemently. If I must die with you, I will 
no t deny you. . . " 

You and 1 know full well that we have been influenced by the people with 
whom we associate. Some of us have had our lives changed because at a certain 
point in the road we met someone, or we associated with a particular group of 
people, and we have never, never again been the same. It's significant to 
note that when our Blessed Lord took that road out of Nazareth and spent those 
three years as an itinerant preacher. He began by looking for recruits, disci- 
ples, a chosen company. He knew full well that while He would come preaching, 
the Kingdom of God would not be established simply because He proclaimed it. 
A foundation would have to be laid. And after He had finished His stint for 
His Heavenly Father, there would be others and they would extend the Kingdom 
even unto the uttermost parts of the earth. So I can see Him now as He went 
from place to place, looking for this promising person and that person. 

Interestingly enough, as we think of Jesus on the road, there's that 
precious passage of Scripture that says: " And he chose them that they might 
be with him . . . " No man travels the road by himself. And we are dependent 
upon those who accompany us, who allow us to benefit from the cross-fertiliza- 
tion of mind and spirit, as occasionally we stop in the journey and deal with 
one another, draw inspiration from one another, and the benefit that comes 
from mutual companionship. Remember it and remember it well, even the Son of 
God saw the necessity to have people with Him. That's a precious passage — 
He chose them, that they might be with Him. 

And among that group, tw§lve in number, there was this man named Peter. 
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That's the first thing I can tell you about him. This fellow traveler — he 
was one of t welve. 

God has a way of pointing at a man and saying, "I need you ! " - - in the 
way that He may point that finger to that man as He may not point it to many 
others. There is such a thing as the called and the chosen . 

The second thing that I can tell you about him, he was not only one of 
twelve, he was also one of three . To use the phrase, he was one of the inner 
circle. Occasionally Jesus Christ would look at Peter, He'd give him a beckon- 
ing glance, a nod, wave the finger in this way and say, "Come along, Peter — 
come along with me.... and when you see James and John, tell them to come too. 
I want to tell you something. I want to share something with you. I want 
you to experience something that maybe the others won't be able to appreciate." 
...I don't think it's too much to suggest that He may 

have talked that way. And does that mean He showed partiality? 

Of course it doesn't 

I'm inclined to believe that there are those who have a measure of spiritual 
sensitivity that others do not have. Not that the others are less committed — 
don't you dare read that line wrong! But there are some folks who are more 
akin to spirit than others. 

We are deeply grateful here in Saint Luke Church for the commitment of 
all of our people. But I know very well, as you know it, that there are some 
folks who respond with a sensitivity that others do not respond with. There 
are some folks who will advance their interest even before the formal announce- 
ment is made - - - not that the others are less committed. It wasn't partial- 
ity — bear with me when I say it was a kind of natural gravitation which drew 
them to Him and could one be bold enough to say: and drew Him to them? 

Among the interesting assignments that I've enjoyed through my years has 
been the opportunity to serve as a leader for study groups to Europe and the 
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Middle East. I remember the second one there were 21 in number in the 

group. We were to be gone for six weeks. When we embarked in New York City 
I think for the most part they were total strangers. But it was interesting 
to discover, even within a week, how some of them began to cluster — these 
two would be found together, these three would be off in that corner, talk- 
ing or perhaps when we had our evaluation sessions after each lecture, 

and each place that we visited, this one might speak up and then look to one 
other person as he might not look at any other person for support for what 
he had just said or the question that he had asked. 

....well, that's the second thing to be said about Peter: 

he was one of three. He was one of twelve, was the first thing. 

The third thing that needs to be said about him is this: he is, I dare 
say, the best-known of all the twelve. More is written about Peter than any 
of the others. And that could be true for several reasons. 

One, he was perhaps the first of the group to speak — highly opinionated 
and impulsive. And there's something to be said for that kind of a person. 
I've conducted enough group sessions where I have been pleased when somebody 
broke the silence and was the first to speak, and primed the pump and got the 
thing moving. Peter served that kind of a purpose, too, in the company of the 
twelve. 

What else can I tell you about him? 

He's not only the best-known of the twelve, he's the most popular with 
you and me. Of all the twelve, we find that he's a reflection of certain 

traits and characteristics that we have or we're a reflection of his 

traits and characteristics. He was nobly intentioned — yes, he was. He 
was the man not only with the big mouth but with the big promise. 

We encourage the youth of this parish to be nobly intentioned. We spell 
it out for them very clearly in the Confirmation rite that we have adapted 



"Fellow Traveler: Peter " (5) 

in our own way here at Saint Luke, when no matter how large the class, they 

come two-by-two to the altar and stand within the shadow of that altar, and 

then we introduce a question in the rite of the Church: 

"Do you love the Lord Jesus and do you promise 
to serve Him through His Holy Church?" 

....and there are some of you within the hearing of my voice right now who re- 
member how you answered — nobly, and I dare say, honestly: 

"Yes, with my whole heart." 
Peter was that kind of man. You and I like to think that we're that kind of 
person - - nobly intentioned. 

But Peter was also the kind of a man who would trip himself up occasionally. 
He was the kind of a person who had to be rebuked by the Master. As you listened 
to Mr. Stellhorn reading the Lesson this morning, that is, the Gospel, you remem- 
ber how Jesus rebuked him sternly, used such strong language — "Why, you're like 
the devil to me! No more of this talk!" 

...well, occasionally you and 1 find 
the Master clipping our wings, and rebuking us. And we draw a measure of com- 
fort in the realization that He would do that to Peter. 

Peter was pleased with his halo. You and I are pleased with ours. We like 
to think that we're numbered among the select ones. We know a measure of pride 
in thinking that we're Christian. But Peter's halo would fall to the dust every 
now and then. He'd try to straighten it out and put it back on.... he'd get it a 
bit tilted, and you could see that it was torn. 

....well, that's the way it is with us, 
too. That's one reason why some of us are back here right now! We want to get 
that halo back on ... it fell off since last Sunday. 

These are the things I can tell you about Peter. 

But far more important, what I can tell you about his Master - - the man 
who chose him as a fellow traveler the man who said, "Peter, I need you." 
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....the man who said, "Come after me, and stay with me - - now we're going 
to go up to Jerusalem" 

Far more important than what's to be said about Peter is what we say 
about Jesus Christ. Again and ever so often, while Peter gave Jesus Christ 
cause to become impatient with Him — and there were times when he did! — 
but never do you have Jesus Christ saying to Peter, "I made a mistake, Peter, 
you're not the promising material that I thought you to be, and I'm tired 
now of trying to get you straightened out! Peter, you can have your sever- 
ence pay . . .we'll call it quits!" 

He never once said that to Peter. 

God' s-man-on-the-road was making an investment in Peter. That's why 
He kept him with Him. You learn a lot while you travel. In the book "Zen 
And Motorcycle Maintenance" the college professor who took time off from 
school and took his young son with him to ride along on the motorcycle — 
what it really is is the story of a journey through life, the things with 

which they had to deal and the lessons they learned along the way and what 

the professor was able to teach the youngster just because he was traveling 
with him. And there's a line in the book that goes something like this: 
"Sometimes it's better to travel than to arrive, because of the lessons you 
learn while you're traveling." And so Jesus Christ kept Peter with Him on 
the road, and kept making this investment in him. 

While Peter stumbled, faltered and fell again and again, Jesus Christ was 
always within reach to give him the necessary re-orientation and to say, "Stick 
close by." I suppose a student of psychology would say, "Jesus, you've flunked 
the course! It was a very unwise thing for you to say to Peter, as you did in 
the text for today's sermon: "Peter, you're going to deny me. I don't care 
what you tell me - - you're going to let me down, and the final chapter is 
going to be written, you won't be supportive — I know that, Peter'" 

....any student of psychology would say to you, you don't talk to people like 
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that! - can't you understand, you're giving him a reputation to live up to! 
How do you draw the best out of a man when you magnify the worst side of his 
nature? 

Ah, but don't you understand, when Jesus said to Peter, "You're going to 
deny me, I know it, Peter" - - - but Jesus is also giving him to understand: 
"Peter, you may deny me, but listen — I'll 
never deny you, Peter." 
And you're not forgetting, are you, that in the post-Resurrection chapter, so 
gloriously written, what does Jesus say? - - "Go and tell my disciples, and 
Peter - - - I have never given up on him." 

And I would like to think He would have said the same thing to Judas, had 
Judas been around to hear it. 

I stayed up last night and saw the ending of "Red Shoes" - Hans Christian 
Andersen's classic. You know the story. You know how it ends. Let me refresh 
your memories, nonetheless.... 

....Vicki, the adorable one who wanted more than anything else 
to dance, finds in her journey through life that two men 
make a claim upon her life. Two men love her, each in his 
own way. But each loves her for the purpose that she can 
serve in his life, for what she can give to this one — for 

what the other one can take from her life 

Unashamedly I fought back the tears when I saw the way the story ended, as she 
throws herself in front of the oncoming train and commits suicide. For her a 
journey through life was such that she couldn't cope when she had to deal with 
two men who in the final analysis had met her along the road of life in order 
to take. 

When you and I meet the Master of men along the highway of life. He 
doesn't meet us for what He can take from us. He calls us to stay with Him 

for what He can give us. And as we stay with Him and as we receive from Him, 
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and as He makes one investment after another, our lives are transformed, and 

this, the vascillatlng one, becomes the man to whom Jesus can say: "You're like 

a rock, and upon you and your kind I will build my church, and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it." 

Gamil Kebran, the Lebanese, God bless him, in his "Prophet, and Other 

Writings" - - doesn't he tell about Jesus and Mary Magdalene. . .and aren't these 

the words that are found in that magnificent page as he speaks of the Magdalen: 

"Men love you, for what you can give to them, for what they can take from you." 

....says Jesus to the Magdalene, "1 love you for 

what 1 can give to you." 

....no wonder she became a living miracle. 

Stick close to Jesus, my friend. He draws near to us on the highway, the 

journey that we take through life, and He wants always to make an investment 

in us, an investment that returns a magnificent dividend. 

* * * 
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"GOD'S MAN-ON- THE-ROAD ~ 



FELLOW- TRAVELER: ANDREW" 



GRACE, Mercy and Peace from God 
our Father and from His Son Jesus 
Christ, our Blessed Lord. Amen. 



Surely by this time you've caught the theme of the sermons being 
preached on the Sunday mornings during Lent. We're going back to the 
concept that life Is a journey. We began two weeks ago with that signifi- 
cant text, the words of Jesus Christ as He spoke to His disciples: 

"Behold we go up to Jerusalem - - " 
...He took to the road. 

The history of the human race is the history of a road. Your life 
and my life has been determined very largely by the directions in which we 
move, the choices of the road that we make. And last Sunday we tried to 
establish the thought that it's not simply enough the direction in which 
you move, it's also the people with whom you associate along the way. And 
last Sunday we thought about a fellow- traveler of Jesus Christ, a man 
named Peter. 

Today it's another fellow- traveler — if you please, God's mlddle- 

man-on-the-road, a man named Andrew. And the text is from the 42nd verse 

of the first chapter of the Gospel according to John: 

" One of the few who heard John speak and followed 
him was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first 
found his own brother Simon and said to him. We 
have found the Messiah, and he brought him to 
Jesus." 

Andrew belongs to those who honestly believe that sooner or later 

on the highway of life some good thing will happen. Most of us have a way 

of disciplining ourselves and bracing ourselves against the untoward, the 
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ugly, as it may be unexpected. We cushion ourselves against the shock that 
could come, and in most cases most certainly has come, and taken a terrible 
toll. But you wouldn't to live if on the journey ahead we had nothing to 
expect except the ugly and the untoward. Some of us go on living day after 
day because we're thrilled by the prospect that some good thing will happen 
to us. We're encouraged because already good things have happened to us, 
and the one whom we follow — why. His very name means 'goodness,' - - and 
we have been taught from childhood that His mercies will never fail. Happy 
indeed is that man who, as he travels the highway of life, keeps his antenna 
up, his mind alert, and his spirit sensitive for the good that's going to 
happen. Andrew, if you please, is patron saint of those-who-kept-themselves- 
on- the- alert. 

I'll tell you why I tell you that. He had been told that one day God's 
promised one, the Messiah, would loom upon the horizon. And he went through 
life looking for that person. And then one day — one never knows, you 
know — and then one day there was a man by the name of John who came along, 
and he said something about Jesus Christ, and he spoke convincingly. And 
Andrew got all excited. Maybe John didn't know that Andrew was hearing 
these things. .. .maybe Jesus didn't know that Andrew was hearing these things. 
But nonetheless, the antenna was up and the soul was on the alert. And 
Andrew paid attention. He's the patron saint of those-who-keep-themselves- 
spiritually-sensitive-and-on-the-alert. And then when he found Jesus Christ, 
he became excited, and he had to share the word. 

I want to talk to you about this for a little while. When any good 
thing happens to us we can't keep quiet — honestly we can't — we have to 
tell somebody. I tell you this now quite parenthetically ... I had the 
good fortune, as some of you know, to go to college during the depression 
years when colleges were small in their enrollment, private schools, especi- 
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ally, or church-related institutions. Can you Imagine going to college 

where the total enrollment was about 300, back in depression days? Well 

picture the administrative off ice. ... there was a bursar, and then on the 

other end of the hall there was the office of the Dean and the office of the 

Registrar. Two women shared the suite of offices of the Registrar and the 

secretary to the Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences. 

...the Registrar was a maiden- lady, quite up in years. The secretary 

to the Dean of the college was comparatively young. Everything was 

going along as usual until that morning when the Registrar went to 

the typewriter — she had no secretary — she took a 3x5 file card, 

typed a message on it, and took it and placed it on the desk of the 

secretary to the Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences. When the 

young secretary read what was written on the card, these were the 

words that loomed in front of her: 

"Last night the Latin professor proposed to me. 
It's wonderful! I just had to tell someone!" 

Well I suppose I could tell you — she'd been waiting and she'd been looking. 
She'd waited perhaps a little bit longer than most women have to wait. But 
her Prince Charming would come along. And when he came, and claimed her heart, 
all she could say: "It's wonderful and I had to tell somebody." 

I tell you, it's that way with our experience with Jesus Christ! Even- 
tually He comes along the highway that you and I are traveling. There was 
a grand and good man who used to say to college students — he didn't much 
care whether they'd hear him or not, but he was constrained to say it: "Keep 
on the look-out for Jesus Christ, because eventually you'll have to do 
business with Him. Look for Him!" 

...well, bless Emily Zlepman's soul, when her Prince Charming 
came she recognized him and was overjoyed and had to tell 
somebody 
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That was Andrew's experience. He had been told that eventually Jesus 
Christ would appear. Every devout Jew was told to be on the look-out. And 
would you believe me that every time a devout Jewish mother gave birth to 
a male child, she offered a kind of a prayer that if it would be possible, 
maybe it would be her son who would be the promised Messiah. They were 
that sensitive to the good that might come their way, and nothing could be 
grander or better than that it should be God himself. 

Which leads me to ask you, how alert are you to the better or the best 
that could come your way? Oh, the good has already come, but just don't 
settle for the good. Life has a way of dishing out the good to all of us. 

Good better best. Don't let the good be the enemy of the best, 

don't settle for it. I'm always sorry for people who give up their pursuit 
of excellence. I'm always sorry for people who will settle too easily for 
the mediocre. Whatever good had already happened in Andrew's life, he still 
craved something better. And Jesus Christ satisfied it, and he knew it! 

So I am telling you, Andrew becomes the patron saint of all those who 
seek for some better thing . . . he's the patron saint of those who are be- 
lievable. To the everlasting credit that belongs to this man, when he went 
and told his brother, Simon Peter believed him. He exuded that kind of inte- 
grity. 

He probably was as believable as he was because his experience had made 
the kind of impact that it did! No matter how true may be some of the things 
that you and I say, there are some folks who won't follow after us in the 
direction in which we're being drawn because there isn't enough enthusiasm, 
there just isn't enough vitality. Why should they move in our direction if 
when we move we drag our feet and we have a lack-lustre look in our eyes? 
Andrew becomes the patron saint of all those who seek, of all those who keep 
their souls on the alert for some better thing, of all those who are eager 



"Fellow-Traveler; Andrew" (5) 



and willing to share it, and to tell it to somebody else. 

And that's not always an easy thing, especially if you're going to fol- 
low in the footsteps of Andrew, because he didn't go and move a mile away 

from where he lived he didn't say, I'll have a better chance of being 

believed if I'd go to some other place. He began at home, to talk to his 
own brother about Jesus Christ, and for some people that's the most difficult 
thing in the world. We can talk to strangers, albeit ... we can pick up a 
conversation with folks that we meet along the way in a bus terminal, in an 
airplane. We may ever lay bare our souls to them, and we'd never think of 

doing it to our own father a man to his wife, or to his children. Here 

something exceedingly wonderful has happened to Andrew, and the first person 
he had to tell it to was his brother. 

Now I have to tell you this about Andrew. I like to think of him as 
the patron saint of all those who serve as a committee-of-one. Once he had 
encountered Jesus Christ he didn't wait for a group of people to draw up a 
resolution and to say, "Here he is, the Messiah - - - - all you other people 
listen to him." He didn't plan for a meeting or establish an organization 
as the "Followers of Jesus Christ." He didn't wait for that. He went into 
action immediately. He is the patron saint of all those who begin at once 
to do something about it , and don' t look around to see if anybody else is 
going to follow in his footsteps. 

I must also tell you this about Andrew he's the patron saint of the 

overshadowed . I was delighted when Dr. Stauderman chose for publication 
that article on Andrew that appeared in The LUTHERAN several years ago ~ 
delighted not because he had made the selection of the article — hear me 
out - - - I was delighted because he had chosen an illustrator to present 
the theme on both sides of the double spread. Some of you have seen that 
article, and on one side, standing over here all by himself, is Andrew... and 
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over on the other side of the page, two people — Jesus Christ walking away, 
and by His side is Simon Peter. From the very beginning Andrew was overshad- 
owed by Simon Peter. But it didn't drive Andrew to a psychiatrist's couch. 
Andrew did not spend his nights lamenting the fact, "I have failed — no 
sooner did I introduce my brother to Jesus Christ than seemingly Jesus 
Christ gave him much more attention than He gave me ... " From that moment 
on Andrew was the overshadowed. He never knew the joy of having Jesus Christ 
look at him and say, "Andrew, come on — you're part of the inner circle!" 
He did that to Peter. But He never did it to Andrew. 

... .He never said to Andrew, "Come on! Tonight I know 
what's going to happen, there's going to be the transfi- 
guration, there's going to be a voice from Heaven, and 
only a limited number of people are going to hear it ... " 
....Andrew never had the satisfaction of having Jesus talk to him like that. 
Andrew could never look back upon the life of the Master and His relationship 
with him and remember that even when He was hanging on the cross, Jesus 
would look all around with a searching eye and say, "Oh yes, there's Andrew — 

Andrew, I want you to take care of My mother now " no, Andrew never had 

that joy of knowing that Jesus had singled him out with a measure of prefer- 
ment. 

....to the best of my knowledge, Andrew never had the assur- 
ance that Jesus spoke to him personally and directly and said, 
"Andrew, I am going to offer a special prayer for you ..." 
He did that for Simon Peter. 

Andrew is the patron saint of the overshadowed — of those who step aside... 
...who don't much care whether they get recognition or not. For everyone who's 
remembered there are a thousand good people who are forgotten, who step aside. 

They also serve who step aside and allow God free hand with perhaps a different 

kind of material, a different kind of stuff. They also serve. (Transcribed as recor 
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GRACE, Mercy and peace from God our 
Father and from His Son Jesus Christ, 
our Blessed Lord. Amen. 



Before the reading of the text there are two things that you need 
to hear. They are prefatory, and both are understandably personal. 

Twenty years ago, when four of us first came into this coonnunity, 
you as a family, a family in God, were waiting to receive us. And that's 
the way it is with Christians, No matter where they may go, in all like- 
lihood God has His family — the Family in God — waiting to greet them, 
to surround them, and to offer them Christian fellowship. 

As we Jittayed in your midst our own little family of four became lar- 
ger. One of your families became interlinked, and our little circle be- 
came exceedingly precious in the way it was not before, because of what 
we found in the greater Family of God which is Saint Luke Church. So you 
can understand why if in this service today I treat you all as family, 
in the greater sense of the word. 

And that understandably leads to the second thing that has to be said. 
In the next-to-the-last funeral service that I conducted, as I was about 
to speak, there in front of me was a boy and a girl, the grandchildren of 
the woman for whom the service was being conducted. And suddenly it oc- 
curred to me as I stood there, if those two children couldn't understand 
what I was about to say, then perhaps all that I would speak would be 
somewhat meaningless. And I did my best, by the grace of God, to adapt 
the Christian message, which is meant to be a message of consolation and 
courage, to their level. 
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Today I find myself standing in front of two boys, and all that I 
would like to say I am constrained to say to them, and hopefully in a 
measure that they might understand, because they are not strangers to 
this place. They know full well that whoever stands in this sacred desk 
must proclaim the Word of God. And there's always a text, and both of 
them will be pleased to learn that the text is from a page in the New 
Testament that was written to a young man whose name happens to be the 
name of one of them. In First Timothy, the first chapter, the fourth 
verse, these words are written: 

" . . the ordered living which results from faith in God . . 

When people think of creation, when God made the world. He made a 
wonderful world from the very beginning. He knew exactly what He wanted 
to do, so He did one thing at a time, then He went on to the next thing, 
and the next thing, and the next thing. It was all like a picture in 
which every part had its place. ..... .at the right time and in the right 

way. It wasn't haphazard, it wasn't cluttered. Everything was right in 
order. 

God likes to find people who can be like that. Because God gives us 
so much time here on earth, and there are so many things that have to be 
done and they are never done unless they're done in an orderly way, in 
order to get them done in the best possible way. The one whom all of 
us came to love in a very special way was a man who ordered his life, day 
by day, doing the things that had to be done in the right way. In fact, 
you know that for thirty-one years he gave his life, his day's work, to 
trying to see that there was order in our society. He was a police offi- 
cer. He wanted people to obey the laws and to do things Just right. 



-3- 



But he also thought of himself as somebody who was serving his 
Heavenly Father. He was baptized. Just as you were baptized. He was 
confirmed in the Christian Faith, just as one day you will be confirmed 
in the Christian Faith. And when you're confirmed in the Christian 
Faith it means that you're going to walk in the footsteps of Jesus — 
to order your life after the life of Jesus Christ. That's what he did. 
And that's why now, when we think of him, we think of him as a man who 
ordered his life in a way that pleased God. 

Now you live that kind of a life only when you remember, day by 
day, that you belong to God. And I'm happy to tell you what you al- 
ready know, that's what he taught your Uncle Les. .. .that's what he 
taught your Mommy - - that each day you do the things that are right 
in God's sight. You order each day the way God wants it done. 

A good life like his just doesn't happen. It happens because each 
day you ask your Heavenly Father: What is it You want me to do next? 
His was a life of faith and trust. And when we obey God and we come 

to the end of our earthly pilgrimage, God says, you get a reward you 

get Heaven - - and you can always be with Me, and I'll wait for you so 
one day you can join Me. 

One of the lessons we have to learn in life is that nothing is ever 
ours to keep forever. Even in baptism we allow ourselves to believe 
that we belong to God, we're always His. Sometimes here in this world 

we try to hold off, but God says Not always some day it will have 

to be completely Mine. But when you love those who are Mine, they are 
not taken away from you. 

What we have to remember now is not what's being taken away, but 
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what was given to us. We did know him 

"Yet love will dream and hope will trust, 
Since he who knows our need is just. 
But somehow, somewhere, meet we must; 
Alas for him who never sees 
The stars shine through his cypress trees. 
Who hopeless lays his dead away. 
And lingers not to see the break of day 
Across the mournful marbles play; 
Who has not learned the truth to sense 

and flesh unknown. 
That life is ever lord of death. 
And love can never lose its own." 



(Transcribed as recorded) 
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"GOD'S MAN ON THE ROAD: JOHN" 



(John 19:26) 

WE MAKE so little time, God, to 
do this sort of thing, to give some 
measure of undivided attention to 
Your Holy Word, Grant that as we 
endeavor to do it now. Your Holy 
Spirit may attend us. Amen. 

The words of that text from that first Sunday in Lent ought to continue 
to ring in your ear: "Behold, we go up to Jerusalem . . " And on that day, 
you may remember, we said that we'd be thinking these Sunday mornings during 
Lent about the general theme of "God's Man on The Road." The decision was 
made deliberately by Jesus Christ that Jerusalem would have to be faced. 
He did not casually go to that great city. Recognizing full well all that 
would happen. He moved deliberately, decisively, in that direction. 

The thought was established in that sermon that life is like a road, 
and our lives are determined by the direction in which we move. In the 
second sermon we began to think of some of the fellow travelers with Jesus 
Christ as He was God' s-Man-On- The- Road, and the thought was established there 
that it's not simply enough to think of the direction in which you move, but 
also some consideration must be given to the people with whom you travel. 

Today is another in the series in this general theme. And the man 
that we consider as a fellow traveler today, having given some thought to 
Simon Peter, to Andrew his brother - - - you're right! It's a man named 
John. And the text is the 26th verse of the 19th chapter of the Gospel ac- 
cording to John: "... the disciple whom he loved ..." 

As one travels through life one can meet some perfectly lovely people, 
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some very nice people. One also must add that as he travels through life, 
he can meet people the likes of which he hopes he'll never see again! But 
for the most part, honestly now, they are people such as you — decent, kind, 
gracious, honorable. And that's one reason why some of us aren't afraid to 
go on living, why we're not afraid to keep to the road, because always some- 
one such as you may become part of our company. And to the day we die we'll 
thank God that we met people such as you. 

Always as we travel we may find some who have a certain something that 
others did not have. Such, I suggest to you, is the man worthy of our con- 
sideration today, a man named John. There's the appellation from the Good 
Book — "The disciple whom Jesus loved" — that puts him in a class all by 
himself, doesn't it? What now will you make of it? Do you deal with it 
uncomfortably? 

I frankly admit to you that I have. I just can't picture Jesus Christ 
showing a measure of partiality, providing a measure of preferment to one 
disciple above all the others. It took a bit of doing on my part to accept 
that there could be such a thing as the inner circle , that on certain times 
Jesus would turn to His disciples and single out Peter, James and John, and 
away they'd go by themselves, and He'd tell them things that He wouldn't 
tell the others, and He'd show them things that He wouldn't show the others. 
And on occasion they experienced things the like of which had never been 
experienced before, and the others were not part of it. It took a bit of 
doing on my part to accept that, that Jesus Christ himself would be surrounded 
by an inner circle. 

And having accepted it, I've had to brace myself and I would have to 
accept that on occasion Jesus Christ would single one out of three . It's 
one thing to single three out of twelve, but to single one out of three — 
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one out of twelve ! — that's something else! John was someone else. 

But quite honestly, I can't take a pair of shears, clippers, scissors, 
and cut that passage out of the Bible - - - there it is! And I can't take 
my ball-point pen and strike it from the record — it's there. And even if 
I did, I'd be forced to accept the fact that somewhere else in Scripture 
there is evidence that John the beloved disciple was in a class all by 
himself. 

He's the one, you know, who when Jesus Christ looked down from the cross, 
as much as to say, "John, you take my place now!" - - you just don't talk like 
that to anyone, when you give an assignment such as He gave to John, to care 
for His mother Mary. You've got to be pretty sure of the person to whom 
you give such an assignment. Not all people could qualify. 

And even if I struck that from the record, I'd still have to deal with 
the fact that, the night in which He was betrayed, there was one disciple 
who was so close that he leaned over and he put his head on the shoulder of 
Jesus Christ. Now you have to be someone pretty special to allow that to 
happen. But it did. 

What now shall we make of it? 

Well for one thing, I wouldn't have any of you believe that Jesus Christ 
loved him more than he loved the others. Jesus Christ loves us all equally. 
Don't ever allow yourself to subscribe to that notion, that He loved John 
in a way that He didn't love the others - - but, I hasten to say, John was 
able to respond as the others were not able to respond . . . and there are 
people like that. 

As any preacher knows — and there are at least three others present in 
this place right now who wear the cloth besides the other who is at the 
sacred desk - - as any preacher knows, in the preaching of a sermon, he pre- 
pares the same material and with the same ardor of soul delivers the sermon 
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but not all who are present in the congregation respond in the same way. 

Now that's not faulting any one of you. It's just stating a fact. There 
are some of you for any number of reasons who are in a position to respond 
as others will not respond. It's the same sermon, the same Gospel, being 
proclaimed in the same place. Maybe there are some people who begin with a 
measure of spiritual sensitivity that others do not have. Maybe so. 

And that isn't necessarily to fault those who are denied it. There 
are some folks for whom I have a descriptive that I cannot use for any other 
people — beatific — they have a certain endowment which is characterized 
by their spiritual sensitivity. And I think John was one of those. And if 
he referred to himself or somebody else referred to him as "the disciple 
whom Jesus loved" — read it that way, my friends, not that Jesus loved him 
more, but that John responded in a way that the others did not respond. 

Now I have a notion, and I warn you, it's only a notion, I can't estab- 
lish it for you factually. But I'm willing to believe that maybe John was 
numbered among the youngest of the disciple group. Because of his age, he 
had a measure of enthusiasm that the older ones did not have - - and here 
I am not faulting the older ones. But people who are a bit older sometimes 
think twice, or maybe three times, before they say Yes, or before they say 
No. The experience which is Life itself teaches them to be cautious. With 

John let's say he was one of the youngest — he had the enthusiasm of 

youth "Let's get with it! Let's get going! " and every now and 

then when Jesus said something, it was John who gave the approving nod, with- 
out any delay. And I think this must have been very precious to Jesus Christ. 

I was quite shaken on occasion when I would read in the New Testament 
and discover how every now and then Jesus Christ would take the disciples to 
task because they were so slow in believing. They would delay in falling 
into line. They Just weren't quick to comprehend. But I am inclined to think 
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that when Jesus said something, it was as though He would look over to John 
and say, "John, you understand, don't you, John?" It was a wise professor 
of Education who said to the students in his class. When you go out finally 
to teach, you will be deeply gratified if in the classroom you can find the 
look on the face of just one pupil who is responsive. I think John was that 
kind of a disciple - - quick to respond favorably. 

Oh, I'm not forgetting, he was also quick one time, with so great loyalty 
for his Master, that when he heard something that was untoward looming upon 
the horizon, he wanted that city to be obliterated from the face of the 
earth. He was so sold on his Master. He was so committed. I think he was 
that kind of person. 

And bless his soul, I think he was also this type of a person, who had 
a propensity toward belief. He always wanted to believe. He brought this 
readiness to his Master. And if Dr. Rilling were standing here and lecturing 
to us on the Gospel of John as he's lecturing to us now these days on the 
Gospel of Mark, I am sure he would bring to your attention the fact that 
in the fourth Gospel you don't deal with ifs and ands and buts - - - in the 
Gospel that bears the name of John-the-Beloved-Dlsciple, again and again it's 
"We know ." And I am inclined to think that if the church needs anything to- 
day, it doesn't need anything quite as desperately as it needs proclaimers 
of the truth of Gospel who declare it with clarity and conviction. 

I smile broadly to myself when I think of the professor who was troubled 
when he had interruption when he was pursuing his scholarly endeavors. He 
was greatly annoyed by a bunch youngsters who came and played in the yard 
next to his garden. It was too much for him one day, so he stormed out and 
got control of himself, and he said, "Boys! — you girls! — you know what? 
I just heard that down on the river-bank on the edge of town, there's a great 
big green dragon!" That's all he had to say. That's all he wanted to say. 
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He aroused their curiosity, and they left the garden.... 

...oh, he was somewhat disturbed when they didn't head 
directly toward the edge of town. But he went back to 
his studies, only to discover shortly thereafter a lot 

of noise and confusion what had happened was the 

kids went down to the town square and spread the word: 
'there's a big green dragon down on the river-bank at 
the edge of town' — and all the townspeople start for 

it and before he realizes it, the professor's caught 

up with the same measure of enthusiasm, he leaves his 

study desk, falls in line and then all of a sudden 

he bemuses to himself and says, "Why, I just made it up! 
- - - but then, one never knows — it could be true!" 
....not so John! No figment of his imagination. He knew from the very be- 
ginning, and when he winds up his Gospel he says, "These things are being 
written that you too might know." 

So John allows himself to be referred to as the "beloved disciple," 
And if he did, don't fault him. Not any more than you fault yourself when 
you say, "Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so," — you 
say Jesus loves you. If Simon Peter had written a book I think he might 
have put down the same thing, or allowed somebody else to say it about him. 
A disciple isn't worth his salt who can't say with enthusiasm and with con- 
viction that he's loved by Jesus Christ. 

I once went to a person's desk and I almost sounded a Te Deum when I 
saw there these words written: I AM LOVED. May I suggest to you that "He 
who would climb and soar aloft, must ever keep alive within his soul, the 
tonic of a wholesome pride." And I think we Christians dare think that way 
about ourselves. Buoyed and sustained by the tonic of a wholesome pride. 
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we are the objects of God's love, every single one of us. 

Well, don't be jealous of John and his kind who are blessed with this 
kind of spiritual sensitivity — be thankful. For some of us get what we 
have because we bask in the sunlight of their glow. And if you should be 
fortunate enough to be a John, to have such beatific qualities, don't 
ever exploit them. They are precious. Make the most of them. That's why 
God gave you it, from the very beginning. 

Well . . . God's Man- on- the- Road had His journey a bit happier, I dare 
say, because He looked around occasionally and found a responsive look on 
the face of a man named John. . . . 
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Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent April 4, 1976 



"FELLOW TRAVELER: A MAN NAMED JUDAS ISCARIOT" 



(John 18:5) 



GRACE, Mercy and Peace from God our 
Father and from His Son Jesus Christ, 
our Blessed Lord. Amen. 



Today's sermon is the last in the series based on the general theme: 
"God's Man On The Road." Today's sermon bears the title: "Fellow Traveler: 
A Man Named Judas Iscariot" and the text is the 5th verse of the 18th chapter 
of the Gospel according to John: 

" Judas, who betrayed him, was standing there. " 

That meant he was part of the group. You daren't forget, of course you 
daren't forget, that there was a time in his life when Jesus Christ pointed 
His finger at him and said, "Judas, you're my man! Come along with Me. 
Join the group of twelve - - as I chose them, so I have chosen you." 

When this series of sermons was begun, we dealt with the text, the 
words of Jesus as He said to His disciples, "Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem. We're going to hit the road - - we're going to travel together." 
The emphasis in that sermon was laid upon the fact that a man's life is 
determined by the direction in which he moves. In succeeding sermons we've 
dealt with the fact that it's not simply the direction in which one moves 
that's important. One must also reckon with the fact that it's also important 
to realize those with whom one travels. Now, as Jesus went to Jerusalem, He 
did not go alone. He took with Him the twelve disciples. It was a journey. 

Any journey that one makes, he makes at some risk. I remember back in 
'47 when I first decided to go overseas for two-and-a-half months. I sought 
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the advice and counsel of a man old enough to be my father. His immediate 
response was negative. He said, "You're the father of two sons. You're 
just beginning your ministry - - you have work to do right here in this 
community. To go over to Europe shortly after the war? - - to be gone for 
two- and- a- half months? - - any number of things could happen before you 
get back." He discouraged me from making the trip. I did not take his 
advice. 

Life is a journey. And I suppose there could be those, who if they 
are in a position to give us any advice at all, would discourage us from 
going on living, because they would say, "You're bound to have one disap- 
pointment after another. There's always peril, there's always danger. Am 
I not correct in telling you that in the Far East they rejoice when a per- 
son dies — when the journey is completed. They weep when a baby is born, 
because out of their wisdom and out of their experience they know what a 
perilous journey the journey of life can be. Well, I am here to tell you 
this morning, Jesus Christ knew exactly how it was all going to end up in 
Jerusalem. He also knew that as they journied together, by the time they 
got to Jerusalem and had to face the encounter that they would, the^ole 
company of disciples would be completely demoralized 

.... one of them would deny Him 

. . . .one would betray 

....when the chips were down, every single one of them would 
have opted out. 
As the Bible says, "They all forsook Him and fled." Yet every single one of 
them had made a commitment, every single one of them had signed up.... every 
single one said, "We will go with you" — and presumably, "We'll go with you 
all the way, " 
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The Editor of the Jesuit weekly called America has just come out with 
a brand new book. It bears the very unusual title: "Should Anyone Say For- 
ever?" The book deals with this whole business of making and breaking and 
keeping commitments. There are those in our generation who shy away from 
it. I might as well tell you, I discourage people who come to me and want 
to write their own marriage ceremony. When they try to present a pretty 
strong case to me, I say, well you go ahead and let me see It. And if you 
can improve on what the Church has already provided, I'll give it some con- 
sideration. I say this as kindly as I can. 

One reason why I shy away from it is because it's been vogue lately 
to re-draft the marriage ceremony, and some people exchange their vows in 
this manner, when they make a promise, they say " . , as long as we both 
shall love." That isn't the way the Church puts it. The Church says we 
make these promises — as long as we both shall live. The commitment is a 
lasting one. 

When our Blessed Lord talked to the disciples. He didn't say, "I am 
going to sign you up for half of the journey." He didn't say, "I'm going 
to sign you up as long as the going is pleasant." He didn't say, "I'm going 
to sign you up as long as you can get along with each other." He said: "If 
any man will come after Me, let him take up his cross and let him follow 
Me." Let him make the kind of commitment that's meant to last, come wind 
or weather. 

But I hasten to say it, and of course you know I'll say it, we're human. 
And some of you can't keep our coimnitments, and we break them. Maybe there's 
a measure of comfort for you in the realization that every single one of the 
twelve, before the trip was over, chickened out and broke the commitment. 
I have to tell you this. And if I didn't accept the Bible for any other 
reason, I think it would command my respect because it deals with life reali- 
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stically. It tells it exactly as it is: one denied .... one betrayed. . .even- 
tually they all forsook Him and fled. 

What matters, I presume, is the intensity of our commitment. The 
earnest desire by which we say we're willing to sign up and stick with this 
thing. When Jesus Christ calls us to be His disciples. He calls us because 
He's willing to make an investment in us. He's willing to take the risk. 
Now that's what you've got to remember when we talk about this man Judas 
Iscariot, the betrayer. 

I know what you're thinking: Why did he betray Him? Was he destined to 
betray his Master? I remember once in Dallas when I delivered a series of 
lectures on Prayer to a group of military chaplains, when I finished some- 
body came up to me and asked me a question and said, "I don't know why 
Jesus went to the bother of praying?" - - can you imagine somebody putting 
a question to you like that, or a comment? - - "I don't know why He went to 
the business of praying, because He couldn't possibly fail - - He was meant 
to succeed from the very beginning - - - God's perfect Son." 

Well I have to tell you, in case you're inclined to think that way, 
when Jesus Christ took on our human flesh. He took on all of our human 
limitations. And that meant again and ever so often He had to decide — 
willfully — if He was going to follow the plan that His Heavenly Father 
laid out for Him. And you know that He even struggled there in the Garden 
of Gethsemane ... He just did not automatically become good. Even Jesus 
Christ became good by the grace of God, and never denied Himself the element 
of responsibility . 

Well by the same token, there are people who come to me and say, 
Judas — he couldn't possibly have succeeded! He was meant to fail from 
the very beginning. Well, I don't buy that. I don't buy it for this reason 
to begin with: Jesus Christ recognized the stamp of divinity upon the fabric 
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of the heart of Judas Iscariot when He called him. There was something of 

promise in this man. 

Well, let's deal with it. Why did he betray Him? 

Well there are a number of reasons. I don't know which one you might 

accept . . . you might lump them all together and deal with some kind of a 

concensus on it. Let me give them to you as quickly as I can . . . 

...there are some who say he betrayed his Master because he 
was impatient . He believed fervently in the cause.... he 
believed in the Leader, and he wanted the Kingdom to be 
established. And he became impatient because Jesus Christ 
was losing a bit of ground. The tide now was going against 
Him. Judas had signed up for victory, not for defeat. And 
he wasn't about to see this thing happen to his Master, so 
he thought he'd force the hand of the Master and put Him in 
a position where He'd have to bring down the legions from 
Heaven. Well there are those who are charitable with Judas 
and they say he betrayed Him for this reason . . . 
...there are those who say he betrayed his Master because he 
was avaricious — he was greedy. When I bring the boys and 
girls in the Confirmation Class into the Nave and take them up 
to the altar, where within the shadow of that altar they'll 

be making their promises to the Master of Men I say, now 

there they are, they're carved into wood. Let's identify some 

of them - - this one's John.... this one's Peter now 

you find Judas. Without any delay they find Judas because he's 
clutching the money-bag. There are some people who say Judas 
betrayed because he got fed up with the fact that Jesus wasn't 
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much of a bookkeeper, and Jesus didn't much worry about where 
the next meal was coming from. There are always a limited 
amount of expenses, and Judas, perhaps, carrying the money-bag, 
had trouble making ends meet.... and of course he wasn't getting 
anything out of it for himself, and when he had a chance to make 
a fast buck, there are those who say, for thirty pieces of silver 
he sold his Master. . . .well, there are some people who advance 
that notion . . . 

...there are some people who say Judas betrayed his Master because 
of envy. Now you remember in this series I told you repeatedly 
how Jesus would look for Peter, He would look for James, He would 
look for John — He'd motion them to come aside, and He'd walk 
off with them. ....and the other nine would have to fend for them- 
selves. Never once did Judas get that kind of a favorable glance. 
We have no reason to believe that ever did Jesus come to Judas 
and say, "Judas, I'd like to talk this over with you — I need 
your advice and counsel. Things didn't go too well in the last 
place where we had our mission. Judas, what do you think went 

wrong?" there are some people whose personalities begin to 

blossom when somebody asks their advice and counsel, when some- 
body makes them feel important, because they seek them out. 
There are those who maintain that Jesus never gave that kind of 
treatment to Judas. And because human nature is what it is, when 
a man permits himself to think that he's being ignored or re- 
jected or passed by, he can become very sour, and vent his feelings 
against the very man who has faith in him. There are those who 
say that's why Judas betrayed his Master — he just couldn't take 
it — he couldn't cope with the condition with which he found 
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himself repeatedly 

Well, you pay your money and you take your choice. Which one was it? Maybe 
it was all of them. But I know one thing, whatever it was, you and I could 
commit it. 

I also know something else: that Jesus Christ knew exactly what was in 
the heart of Judas. God calls evil by name, He's not insensitive to it. 
Even though He knew what was in the heart of Judas, He never once said to 
Judas, "Here's your dishonorable discharge. I won't keep you in the company 
any longer — you're not fit to stay." Because Jesus Christ is the kind of 
person as He is, the personification of love — love never rules out the 
possibility of change, and improvement. 

I'll never have done with it — it's a magnificent way of putting it — 
Hesus Christ hates sin, but He loves the sinner. And because this is true, 
think what might have happened if Judas, exercising a measure of responsi- 
bility - - and this I also know, that when a man is stamped with evil he 
becomes aware of it. You and I know, honestly we do, when we've taken the 
wrong turn — honestly we do! You and I know full well when we've gone too 
far on the wrong road. Of course we do. If only Judas would have exer- 
cised a measure of responsibility and said to his Master: "Master, I'm 
not all that you think me to be, or at least the impression you give the 
other disciples. I have a problem. Master. I am troubled by it.... I need 
Your help ..." We have no record that Judas ever did that. But he al- 
lowed the evil to become a cancer — uncontrollable. And eventually he 
betrayed. 

That's the diabolical aspect of people who are unwilling to seek help. 
It was right there in the heart of his Master. I can say this to you on 
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good authority because Peter denied - - - old big-mouthed Peter who said 
he'd always be faithful. But in that Resurrection chapter, who was the 
first person that Jesus wanted to see? — Peter! As much as to put His 
arm around the Big Fisherman and say, "You're still my man — there's still 
hope." 

And these are the lessons that you and I have to learn from the Twelve, 
all of whom chickened out. And you and I do the same thing from time to 
time. But herein lies our hope: we have a Master who is willing to let 
us try again. And if Judas had not taken the back door out of life, I 
have reason to believe that there in the Resurrection Garden Jesus would 
have said, "I'd like to go and talk to Judas." 

...but Judas never gave 
the Master that chance. Now you think about that for a while. 
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Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

Easter Day April 18, 1976 

"THE EASTER RUSH" 



GRACE, Mercy and Peace from God our 
Father and from His Son Jesus Christ, 
our Resurrected Lord. Amen. 



I suppose ten years have come and gone since the younger of our two sons 
went to the big city to complete his education. He's become quite enamored 
with Brooklyn and Manhattan — he's decided to stay there for a while. 

We get letters from him occasionally. He doesn't get home as often as 
we'd like but we keep in touch. And if it's not the letter that we get, then 
occasionally a telephone call. (And I have never quite figured out why, with 
all their learning, they have yet to discover that there's some other kind of 
a call besides a collect call!) And if it's not a letter or a telephone call, 
occasionally — would you believe it — he sends me an envelope with my name 
and address on the outside, and then on the inside a series of clippings from 
magazines or newspapers, clippings of cartoons. And I'm quite pleased, 
honestly I am, because I do believe that you can tell something about a per- 
son's character by the cartoons that fascinate him. 

As though he wanted to please my fancy, one of them was the artist's sketch 
of a very impressive church structure. And on the church lawn, as you might sur- 
mise, there was a church bulletin board and on the church bulletin board 

there was a message, and the message read: 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
....and then the artist had two rather nondescript characters standing there 
facing that message on the bulletin board. The one, according to the caption, 
says to the other, "Too bad, really, isn't it now, that the idea never caught 
on!" 



"THE EASTER RUSH" 
"It's God's Idea" - 2 



Well I've come to this sacred desk this morning to tell you quite 
frankly that God is chuck-full of ideas that have never quite caught on 
as far as we're concerned. He's always coming up with some new and brand 
new wonderful idea, but alas and alack, we're so dulled, we're so insensi- 
tive, we're so schooled to our old way of doing things that the new idea 
just doesn't always catch on. 

Now if you and I were to ascribe — it's risky business, I know it is — 
human emotion to God, when do you think we ever gave Him enough encourage- 
ment to have a smile be drawn across that eternal face of His — a kind of 
a smile that would indicate: "Well I'm pleased! At least it's catching on, 
some of my ideas - - some people at least get with it." I think there must 
have been at least two occasions when that happened, when we gave God reason 
to believe that we understood and that we were getting-with what He had in 
mind. 

Significantly enough they come one at the beginning of the Gospel record 
and the other at the end of the Gospel record. Very quickly let me remind you 
of what happened that first night when the angel declared that God was going 
to do something that He had never done before — a brand new idea was going 

to be launched on the face of the earth and there were shepherds outside 

Bethlehem, and to them the angel gave the news. They had never heard news like 
that before, and as soon as they heard it, the Good Book says, "They said one 
to another, let us go now . . . and they made haste and went to Bethlehem" — 
to see what God had in mind. I think that must have pleased God, to know that 
there were those who at the very beginning then, got with it, and wanted to 
make something of what they had been told - - - a brand new idea, fresh from 
the mind of God. 

The second one .... well let me read it for you. It serves, the text 
does, as the basis for this brief meditation on this glad Easter Day. It's 
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recorded in the last chapter of the Gospel according to Matthew: 

" And go quickly and tell his disciples . . " 

(that's the angel speaking) 

"Now that he is risen from the dead, and behold 
he goeth before you into Galilee. There shall 
you see him. Lo, I have told you ..." 

"and they departed quickly , and went away from the sepulchre with fear and 

with great joy." 

Well that was another time — they're few and far between, you see, when 

we give God reason to believe that we're getting with it, one of His ideas 

is catching on. He had told them it would happen that way. And only a 

few now were to hear it, believe it, and get with it. The idea that was 

meant to catch on. 

What idea? That love is stronger than hate. They had hated Him, they 

had killed Him. Out of pure hate they did to Him what they did. And God 

knew it was going to happen that way, but God says, I have a better way. 

I'll love them, not to death - - but I'll love them into Life Eternal. 

Get with it, says God - - they killed My Son. But the last enemy to be 

conquered is death! And that's why I communicate with you now by an empty 

grave . 

Disciples were human people. They were drawn to the grave because they 

wanted to stay and endure the defeat and the humiliation of their Master. 

But that's not the message of Easter. The message of Easter is not that 

we're drawn to a grave. The message of Easter is that we're driven away 

from it. Easter is thrust . When at a very early hour I walked across the 

parking lot to head for this holy place this morning, even with the early 

rays of the morning light I could discover coming up through the black-top 

bits of green — a weed, a blade of grass, which is the thrust of spring, 

which is the thrust of life.... it can't be held down. 
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I know full well, having walked with you as long as I have through 
these two decades, that some of you have suffered great defeat. And again and 
ever so often there is always the temptation on your part to go back , and to 
stay where the blow struck. God says, my idea is that you don't stay there. 
You may be drawn back to it by sacred memory. But I give you life — let 
there be the thrust that drives you away from it. Easter is not going back 
to where Christ was. Easter is going ahead to be where Christ already is. 
You can readily understand why I tell you this. Grateful to God for 
these two decades that He's allowed me to be your Pastor, I've made much of 
that this weekend. Late yesterday afternoon I came and sat in this empty 
Nave, with a charming young woman who is now twenty-five years of age. Twelve 
years ago I confirmed her in the Christian faith. Now, after all these years, 
in an exceedingly wonderful way she's getting-with-it, she's understanding the 
power of the Resurrection, she's understanding the beauty and the majesty of 
Christ within her heart . . . 

. . . she was absolutely unaware of it, the 
second one of whom I speak, looking piercingly on the back 
side of this Nave I could get a glimpse of her at the other 

service she too a comfirmand of maybe a dozen years ago — 

singing wholeheartedly the wonderful story of the Resurrection. 
It's a tremendous measure of satisfaction for me, as a human being, to see how 
here and there there are those who are getting-with-it , allowing God's idea 
to grip them. 

God is chuck-full of great and wonderful ideas... 
such as love is better than hate 

life is greater than death. . . . 

God is chuck- full with wonderful ideas: 

"I will never leave you I will not forsake you ..." 
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"I'll always be with you .... Come to where I am . . . 

. . . Let me strengthen you, let me sustain you ..." 
I say to you on this Easter Day, it's high time it catches on. And when it 
does, it will make all the difference in the world. This I most certainly 
believe. 
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thiags ss4 th&t tlm shimg w^;.'^M still easry ^>^s;r„ feua I was soasiXy ajatirsp&r^d 
fsr feig qissKfti^a, S said, "Go al^^^M, ask we e^;© ^(viesaimj, -■•■ iste&R Im ic? I-m 
s«srs y0?a3: pasrs^feg!? -vyoa't migad i€ we ^silM alfoua i^ v.s;4y„" 

:L imp, iislSKfe •-- of iusarfc^s I -<-&&* A ls3 sJ:.i?i4£ se ba casfiica©^ isi s!iG CStris- 
:ias falthi My is<K^*S4lJ.s£s y<sgc?:l«>a ?sa«j t??jsir€! Is^iwa I f»;i,lG«i? Tklm is what i8:*s 
sli ffiii'Ou&i H®'e .ali^/«j! 4^^^ lives £ca'e«-arsK>risl 



Is-as h&m> riseii-teig ese €r®(£4 "•— "Tig sxYJsa fessa the d'Sad ,,„!;, &£ ®sesjjd.gd 
isaSJ? H©ws.is - ... Ha siSs es. ffes ■sriglsf: hjmd ®i G-nd-, , . " This is ^iat we 

■OMS CreM as yet« €©uM it bs as eer^ilsle 3<s ail j^fea*;? 

J«35s& Christ ^hs may s«ia reis® thm q^ssffcios elmt w^y^: bus; wliX:- ssy l±v® fev Sihsir 
S'ts S'iare.hM avj? Jaiari^ I"v« tz;:is«l t<5 tasaers&iad xi?hy tteie g'tem^iiil fee, asd 

'm Yona rig!*?; aos? ,■ , ^ 

• - I think soma paopis hava yet to &ppT&i:±at& inlly the 
fac'fi of ass sv©r-Iivisg Carisfc ^K£S!i£§,,.fcte2jrgail2..d££_^_w^|_^_t^ It 
t&'fcss a bit of doing to h&^dla a Christ who ie still around. Ws caa 
cope wish a C!-«riafc who lived ^ — who did i:«vc.lu£io<sary thlan:a "-- who did 
r®-«r0luS:i«Ksaxjs- ehiregs, . . .wbo uede. ci«!isa,ads of »£ker psonie^ who lived cnca 
trpaa a tiuis, . . ,ago. w* caa kmdla a Chrf.st lite tttafc^^.., 

...biv'r. to thii'l;, is tejTKs of seyolutioaary ways -=- thas's 
somai;iiis.g ©attirely di.tfersi?.t ....-.„ 
Aad maybe £b.i3 is oa<% rsasos why Glisriat isa't as ri-iai as Hs ought to be 'io sohj® 
paopisj, bsssuse fifeay re frighesaed fey a real Christ. 

ikiorg® Bejtaa'i'd Shms^ the rascal » hcr-v- ha s-lelighted la. prickisg £a« eocscieace 
of she Gkrissiaa paopie, '^aefe ha i«ip.llads "Ys-i;: ChriseiasSs ycn'r® clever i You 
keep Chriss f?si & padescal^, skaii'y "s^feat you do. because a Chri.st oa a pedestal ia 
** li'SSSiSSS. ps^ssia^ Utsfrcssse. hia*-- laf. hini loase. in, fcfee worMS — ■ jo\i woa't be 
abl® t& haadle his I" TaaK's rsslly what B^rrsard Shs"*' is sayiag «:o us> 
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0©a'e nd.g;teadar®t,aa<i xa®, sy 8©b1 fQsds ©a feiseugy, I ^nn.t «o iug.rk the 
path that lesds e« a holy hous© srhar© slserss ara sfiaiasd-glass w.is2d.«ss?s , Bue 
arsytliissg fefeat'e aefaiy iateatioaed steays esfrie© s rlgs'kc »M i£ a^/air scsar 
£o you chat «*© cas Imprison Jesus Ckrist ia sesiaed-glasa wiiadfsfs? 
» » » »a»y goal is sferssigely stirred wkea I look sfc eh® 
carviug of Jesus aad ?.ha disciples is tkm pmiel on t:he 
alssr^ It^3 a work of srs. But agais aM ®^>"e? 00 often 
I have, to take jayeeif £0 task aad rssuaraber tiist H®'s soK 
IfeSSS." •^■'^ y'S£ somn ef sss ara quits eoef or table bb loEg 
&s ??« >::a?.i frasss Him laeo a hiobM . , . . , 
»,..I'a asambsred a?s£3ag ehos® wjto fistd is & ■a.&c&aB±tf to 
maxk. thM path >;o vhsr® it^s tnad'a ®S8.t@r i« & e^rtaljS: 
place to tiiisk tbs thoughas of God. But evea i:o ©rest 
s?seh 'K'"?.ll3 4SS fihea© eas-ries a ritsk, Isst we thi.ak. that 
this ±,3 the osxy place wha^-a -Gcd is to fee fomiA^ i«jst 
t;?0 ks«r> Him ig. efeis place., . .- n = 
fes: ms eaiJ. t© yijtir asfcsmai&s -^mty se\''fss.-2ly acir a rigid usderstae^iEig 
of tsm BsRiadictifm. 'Hidse it'x&l eords 'cbisa srs spoksa so us jtsst bafor® we 
go f.'£Q>A thlB plse«i ar«s BS££#MS,«2^4£^s ^®- c-'-aply s^ cslFdag-dous. But th« 
Be&adic£iaaB -prapsrS-y aadsrsepod, ia ''How yoii^-v& gafc £g ga£ ^riti;; it — get sway 
from fe^rsi Yssw cas-e a cay &er«s aay loEgeffl Yajs'-^ig gost K» get cut vahsra God is 
slres.d>'s, ^irtaarai Jityss ChK-isfe is s.h©a,d of ys — - o»sfc t'ssi'© ws-^kiagi Gs£ mnt ttm^m. 
L©£ Sh;!^ peaee I:ha4; yf/a'^'® r@.-f,ffiiv©d. hss'® a«3w Bisatihiti you, Lsi; it. the pardoa 
ttsat y©3S'i?s fefeiS^ss gS^en agpSMl ?^**- *® li^© affacti^'.sly as His Gb-iidi@ffi£ sa^-ysaf: — 
there?" 

If I w®s-« to take jJ-G!.:; feC' sask tl&is mfifJCKiag , I f:hisk Si^^srs ar© f?s;3je ps«?ple 
wfao will aaveff amch shisk sboet God, TMs is a tarfibls iadiatEigat to ai^ka; 
feul: I i-mke is oisS: ©f 3.e<v®>, It's a risk fthsft yoia end I nm., tfeafc sjjayb® i-.s-i.s is 






God 3©ri©asly, For siiams, if tfeis should &a tvnml 

Th®x& is aaothsr resssa why God daess,'*: bscsiaje irery vsMih. rsasi lis us ia 
oar day •- - it's bacaus© HS_esB^_qj3i^s_Sige^|hstJ^^ Ssw 

fchifik ©f is, Tfesss ts'® presistys grs/adsoffis ©f ours, ycuag as tfeay sre.^ chay 
kisow saor® about this world thas Jastis Clirias did at Chirey-shr®® ycsri? of ag©, 
Thsir ssidsrstaadiag of o^atsr space, thsir ^SEdsreSasdiBg of Cisrssiss. feeehaole- 
gleal tihisga srit3a «?ble& w® haire to deal isEsasaa s-a. So sore® people, wifsiagly 
or Q£h®s^i8Ss allcpfc- «£l2«H»Bel'V'®8 to fealieva s;hij.£ efeis earpssatar ' s soa who li\-ed 
almost S??® tbowssad years agSj, ?fb© seimr gst p&yfh^s metm Sliaa a feisadssd ssiliis 
ax?ay from toae, «b© tza.v®l®d for eh® iu<sss: pars os fs«t - ~ - ho^ e.mi Ha spsak 
ta our day? So £b.®sr« are b&wb people tjrfeo asrli Mi® off, hoasstly there ar® — 
H'hat caa H@ say te us? -™ East ia Ea^t asd Mss'c is ^'fest,^ thry might ev®a add 
Shsts ©ad til® culturss are se diff«r©Et, let sloss ';:hs gap of the caaturisg 
assd al5. that's happeasd ia be£5^@as. 

it^s ao different to allow eurselves f-.o feslieve tliat !!« could be 
rel@yaa£. L.st roe git?e you a pag© from eljiB book., l£ co?3M &® related to whet 
wa'r® t^yiag £o say. A eoapl© ©f dssadas back aBotrisr deasoffliaaticm, aot sur 
Lutherans, beeau^ itpset wi£li elas aotioa thsj; youasstsrs la S«,aday Schaol laeeded 
to wxdexstaM that Jississ Christ eould speak to Shsir day, that He could becosas 
oae of tbssa. So £h©y ecauiiissisEed aa artist to sketch Jssms Christ la coiaeeEi- 
porsry garb^ is sksrts. I suppos® if th& arsist bad ths sasie coiffisigaioa today ^ 
S®'d pts£ JesMs ia. jsaas ^«i£ii patehsis goo. 

.,,.th.ej a®^er got; ix«ry far witij that Saadsy Selaaoi litisratur®. 
Eiers are paopl© ^o Ksid it's eatireiy toa irraveraat, imd X 
scra£ek my hsad asid I wocdsr esaisfciiEiae j ?io^ honestly;- ?; do, if 
ehis is grhy the hippiss •s^aat £o alis loag-hair-aad-fehs-beads, 
sad £he losg flou'lsg gsrK.?is£s, asd ehe Basid&ls ,...,. . 
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,.,.,I*a woaderiag if they wereaa't say lag to us. If you caa'fe rslafee Jesus 
Christ to MS, thaa we'ra goisas £o r®laes ourasl'ves to Him — ia this way. 
No^ you thiok abou£ ehat fo? a miauta. 

...ol saw than ia Gissssabary wh«a ws i?are ©vsr is EaglaKids 

as fesndsr a group of people th&t I ha^vs seaa is a loag tiiaa. 

Th© ehurefe-yard had ^.iicwed thBsi to csh© ia aad res£ thsrs. 

Os© of ta© tfeiags taat isp-rassffid ma was that there >^ass"t a 

baby carriage asouads bur, flssr© were sswsrai babies. Thsy 

■sie'ei*© b(3iag haadled tsaassriys wysK-xGly =,.<,,» . 
.,o,i'-^e had losg elsaagfets sbetit. &i?,ato Hot th&t X eoadoae evai'ythiag fclmg 
thmj e^prsseaCs God ferbid. - - but I Ixxtsw east Jssaa Christ was ia©«at: £q 
relate to wji arid srs ^'srere i3.a.SK.£ to 3*sl.&<& t--» Hiia. ikid I sihudder soissc^jaes 
4fhea I elilak ho*? difficult it is fsr as to -accapt thts, 

Fieas©;, let s^ call ysus I fea-s a high aad holy s-egard for fee Kisg Jaass 
trasslsfciott. l£ wa;^ ths Sariptiis-s «3m msish I -ffas suurtmrad is Klj^ Christian 
faith &-&d 1*11 place a Mgh 'sfaisse sspsa it imtxi fchs day ■k:fe3t I die. But &\-&tj 
ii.ow aad fihess I sssad ?;e l>s jalKtad fey esxiSsispsp-rsry trasslatiosssj, I sssed to bsa©- 
fi£ from J. B. ?hiilipa' way #f jjaCSiag it. vJs^lls l©t me tall you how the 
old OS® ^as; "M_^x;i_mmJi@jMj^tsl:h^\}::^ " 

,«,X like tks way it's jjuS ie tii;5 ecctigaaporary; 

Ifell tliasa ur& say aaff&ex ©f rasgaas ps^Mps wby i?® k«sap Christ frota be- 
eoisiag r©ai tc> cs. I would iika t© S;A£g;s:?t ZO; you. eaat H® waats V'mry aush to 
bae^mse irela^isat. Hs'e always auis^kl*4g tl;,!» j'-RC-i t«? vdiers w© E^e -•■ H&'e Kitfa-er 
gii/ss sap OS iis. '&s£.'s? sisseS'iev ^^ey of stsblS.isly SriKarpretiag tbe s.4:3un;ge£ieffi 
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siotis as Sh©uglji J®3i33 Christ is sajiagj ";i hsrv&u^t gi^s&a ap sss ysu. I lis4¥a 
ees^ bask . * » '^ 

(piauass IsS e© 0;^ fcMs) 
" , =. » I's? goiag £0 fea--i.g fixmmd for .s. ICiiga Is^sg £iffi©o axfas isato Sterfiity^ 
.,1 balo5*sg •"- I fcisioag ><fit.li yoK^ Aad stfisa yoas daath- 
€lxiths v?ili sat kesp SiS m^sy f srcai jou ^ « .. " 
So l'v<& coaa £© tMa dsssk, feJsi® 3ae:«:ad spots os.,, -js Sb® Gsjursdi yaya^ the 
Second Stiasay of Easfcsjjg tc r-^a' •■■ ysa „" t i2 ^ i j- ' „ „*.„?.>• 1. '""^ ^*'® 

for xsiifm: tsffisrs '5?as so uisaiMii? j.. ^ '- .1 ^' ^ ''^ . i^ ^ for 

m»em Klisr® is so graws, ., ^ , . a ' * » , ' ' s v.*^^ ■^-.^'v ;? ^ ^- :irffi» 

Aad Ea's ato?3.y3 S&ar* altsad of ua, vj'aiiisg fii::^ us to gej: eaisglst up afifth Hiaio 

tOi.4«;h wii:?e Hiis* Lss; ies; sell :?.£ to yea aEai:s — - X''xi; nsiva eiiOagh to 5?© 
aurtured 183? it;, S really aia ~ - - 

"HsiJ do "-' f I-^'-j- ■ ,' :, ./'.- ■ ''..■<'^. . , ■^^liv.■4 ' 



iAaj-e sas 
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Ssb'KCsi - Fisseex Rs.jim&d ShMitissa 
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"WHAT IW " - - ?" 



GRACE, Mercy aad P«ac«! fresai 



Is Kha pi^Shoi-s of bo'jfc« feeiiig *r^i4;?,eafe aliojss Bl«affi<^r Ho^Sif-fslt, I'm soft 
«» s«r« elise yeuMl ffed she qcs?£a?;l<j« tSiat's baiag er«di£&i kc ?«*r, isor doea 
It occur. S.B sxij fii Kht «ir,£a«i£:ic produe£i^»as. ehai b^ar h*i nssie, bti»£ smjMsyh«r.s 
aloag she li&3» .ssa Z ^^d^rstaad if;,, Slaaaox is sappatssa i-.o havs as id, "I vXlI 
aot wa»fc® asay SiE-JS or fjnitsrgj' ia icokiiag tacfe ov«v icy itfcj ragr«?:*«iiy„" 
Xha£'>3 quit® & 8syiag -- ?»««« to w»j3t« ssy tiriv* ar eKitsrgy looklijg back c-ver 
OBa^K iifa r«gr«tf«lXy. 

Assd y«i: i su.gg«.?!t to /t»«, is dess s«rv&- a p!ur,ja«?'« to Icc-k fe,sck <j(v«r £b.a 
"f?hat If -■ f c!A«p£srs if. ycssfx liJ:«. And that's tjha*: ?; waae to do aati th,« bi*- 
gisssteg of this sJioraoB, i-;? isuggast the! «vt<"X-:/ iK^ «3»sl. £h*G yt;-?, sis dT-^-a -tyarY 
saraastly, evali^feie what 3:>.a3 «ire*id.v cr^mc «-iii, ec-ua^ -md -say t«i ^o-arswlf hw* 
diffffiraat It aiighfc hev-* "ftaaa . . . if .__ Asui ife-sa yan csa cataiog th'U chapt^j-a 
for 7our«a.lf. 

GraaTr:lii« Keys&r di<i tfels •k-^d Kiaie io s^is ex his wiritisajjiri, "Hew difir^S'scai 
it '^ouM h.'r'ti^ b«-«R»" e.iiy« he, "if caXy y«?a hat? bm.s. .siiaat. ^ . . '"' 
— - h£;-v; <iif J.''&^isut: ift tfa^'l-S kavcr- l.ft4S> iJ oaiy y^vi had 

-"' hv^ ^ ri.,-' ;:r.i-*3?.t it wckaIi?. 'osva ^ej&n ti jcu boil avnld^d 
th&t b«4 Stavr.0?it«mfe , ^ -, 

Slffl&ly ■w-?ri! . , , ., 






— how dlff®r«s£ It ^raisM hsv« be«a if yaw hs.d aofc 

giv#» up, if you hsd obI--;- pc»rsiaves:=£<i , . . . , ^ " 
., ..aa«i tfc« praac&.ax' :ra nua is q-ai«k so say; Hei? diffsreafc is eight have bs^u 
if only you Ixad ps.'.ay*d asad ieoughe Gcd's ?p!jidatt.c«. 

Well> iMfc's th« wsy it ?jg, my friead. You a-ad I are iacXttted ts le-isk 
b&ck acr<J8;3 U^s years to th« ?.if« that; weVs A3.\'*£Sy •sfritf.sffif t» daai wty 
asa-TttesElj' ■iyitii i;5a "Wliat: IS - - - t" cheptarsj aad h4K-? diff.s>:'9as it i^jighe 
asve b«®©. 

I t-h^-cfc. fcr (P. i!K52iS«aat «sf how diffsr«^a it saigfes jjara feaea iVr lUi©'«y S<iifch«rj 
the «hap w!«» jraad th« Lecsac-sjs for uc this aaoi-siiTiS, if or sfest ■psr«it:.uJ^r Sumk.^- 
±n 7h<» iif&i ais pca'siaI;* lim deeidad aot: to go fa church r ajad If whs-iB they 
mstB.hli.Bt<ii4 raaioffrai:® ia this assaj thaj BiigSxt h&va aaid to s:h«Krs<8lv«!.s ;, 'i^sll 
^-e'ra ss'ay f-com a<jr?& tsfs^?. W« ca& sililft ~ - w*« caa shrow c-ur llv'aa Ic asutsal. 
II?, dos's hav* tc idfes.*.l2y with s Chrietiaa isijagrega«ii.m no*?," ■-— wfeatj.? 
they hM tsJtj&Ki €^.3.z tack? Su^^ly '»« &-o»3i<ltt*i; 'hav« liip.d wfe«t£ w=s has^e ehls lasraiagj 

^@xt S\3nd&y rsa^Qr Ds'-'id. ss4 I will tip&M. ttmi fvcc© 3:00 o'cicek la sks 
a5:eeirE.2«ffl until 3:?0 c'^slack taes si&hCs:. aad c couple oi' Sr.CicU/s Rh-srsfifitar , 

ef this ysar'fcf Cks-afircaaiiot* Clamij, As^ i S3,t1' e:l-p.?."e CliT ■schivcsyi^j as- X told 
y^ii last s'Wftkj I no*? tsirf.k s.t ?,ha 3.sd 'iJhGi, s sAVtmbe-t «f yesrR ago iii ths-l; par- 
©c-r.al iae^'.r-v-J.tssrp Z ssi.a *•? a;!2i!,:, "Do yes ?«slly waafc £?■< Is ciX'Xirm&dIi " Aad im 
sold s?j©. Jfe. ,*ia«i ha 'a».3.7.*£ r.oaf iriiisvi , ,, , „ 

•£fe.?;iv ha'/s CiSia^. ^iod gessa^ vf'afit xz. f;'r<a b:€d nf>t s-^id Ke. Hfi?ij- dilS 



.<iU. 



?*\ 



acCf^rdltiB *i« Lt*.«s„ t dtisj/i- ii:s6v fe^sB :i&cg !£*«« teaasi alAce f^^a raad J:fe.a£ cb&p-' 
K&r^ it/s really qtxifcft s cfeapaar. Shs^s's «.-£ spisod^ gibai; ©ee^rss ia thst 
s'aaptes.- mid it's ms^-Ja a daiti fe* £b.« f^bx-ic; of !aj jniacl. L-st k«5 rafrasb yous 

Sei35ssfivar-s sio:xg Cha li&a a jmsjsg siaa ec^mi^ to Jsstt.^ Ch2'.s.s£« Ks bad 
as^abliske*?, qciittt a reputstlfja fcr Ulsts«if ^ young aa h<8 w&a ■■•■■• ay* '^.ac;. it -Jimie, 

ia Che feusiafes* world., .. .feeM iaie« a suk&s Sox hi-wst-lS ie Kb.e cs^ffiswinitf , It 

laoksid as eSaough a® h&e. arrivs^l.. Yee 'ihs^rs. •^r^^a s. void in skta lifa ©i" *:h>'.a 

yauj»g ajati, .sssd h^ wat: sss^iblii. siiaugh aa r«4i&35ii.?j« it, Sc^ b'l- csja;* to J;?r,uF 
Christ: saal he said, •'{•&«.& do 1 'ti&u^ t<? do ymt'!" 

Kad is ihiM c.a»;?a; Sc said, ''^fcu bsm^* qu^-ie a bil oi- ttia vatM* h gQcd>^.r~ 
I rHfi'(>m!,^%¥3 that y>a g«s: .rid of s«?ae t?': ii = 5;l:.-s.e yr^u sivra it tc oRorila,, 
You l£j;k sometlii&gj sa/1 tJtia is it,-' 
3mr-he:?r; is e's.a Bib lie d& i?ft fea^r® SKiy re^iord th#>t Cfe* yoiiui- a:-*a «aid, "I'i:i Bt^n 
oa £S?.© «Xoe5:s4 llmai I'll «-,sJ*scr:ib& iuo t^afc yay reccffl^iws^c: J '■ /iji^ so s.s I ss-sd 

.T«?S45g G^iifieKi She diffsreaee i5 ^ct;:H Isav* mud%. 

TKt tbas X *?.3o riir;:! In "ili&E: ^-ibaptfe^r s;h<=?: cl^*«ts fey i^ffiis fcnss g?^-!« cf 
disciple* wfh«- ^tfstrhcifcrd ®i«vflv-yl:h:.ug th&t yuin goi?;'g o^j. Atid ss jQxi kasw, 03>® 

?saE pad is: occ«ysr«d ^« hi-,.^ ahRin M,>.t J^tsan v^e ^-uyi.n?, t-:i bJvx they h.M ^'ir^iidy 
dsus-t So ht. says to J*ir'U3. "'fe'v?-? 5:s;y«a5 aj- ./;V!s^'i;yt3:i;'.;iA^^ \;?-:- fe?li<3w 7«?« - •• " 

.■.»,aM nh.ass, if jrjta read h&t^ac-i thu M'n.Sfi, kca^^iatj.y sjiws, jov. 



cr«t Fefcsr sayings "So what! Wber® hsis ifc paid cff far ust 
ivliat avst W--S going tc get out of it? WeW® doas She vasry 
tMng th&t you'ris teiiing this yoaw.g fallow diat h«. might 

to d.'il J . . 
So as I read this psjrfi of tha epiaods, I say, whai: a pityS Baeause; ia ?«i&.lit:y 

they both beloag la i:h« "vfaat if - - ?" cit^ptera .t-f.^geu tlhat if — the yo«ag 
ruier had dcae as Jeaus cetemsKiied. ^ .. . ,. .and tfbat if -— tlKjeo '(^o si-?.d already don® 
&s He coi!"«assded wara fxil'xy appreciatiag th« bsaGfits that wesre meatifc ."o be 
theirs? ?«ter and his corapaay had alraady dene this ebiag sad thsy simply 
werea'^t caab.iag ia en th* dividends. 

An.rl I'm stassding htsra right mots' to £al'l yev. t'ii^i; I itavo raaacti to baliav« 
that thse'e thit £rour»Xcs with & good xaaay of «s. 'l/.* af.ready feave srhsit we ought: 
te haY^c but -'i*® lack ae. app~«'.»ii^S:loa for it.. W;j*r:3 aofc Ea'iicg the ':?.r?st of trhs 
divideiida thef. are b<iiag rftStxia^d ia our aay*. Ue're iaBSjat-sitlve 'i:',> thts. 

We had a deligh'tful eTsidiag oij, Firiday. ;-Je wsal with the Ivifaui group 
for th<s first tima. I baa,r« aJjoat saeir 3fi■:lvit;le.^' . vhe schedule i'cs" Fi'ld^iv 
sight i'^aa to gt out asjuvi^rasir® fcr diftK«r. iki.»s to jr^es; ttharss wa weu^: is. Shs 
Saiac Luke bus . It s?a& about 45 niili«;S aw^^.-/ Xt;'hfere diaacsx i/as to ba s<isrvsd ,, ., „ 

...am liaK'y La-uJJ3cher ajy-d Juli« Eklyiid did a ii!3,'?ir(lf leant thin;;; a?i. we 

w©re £rav.«,li5ig aicag to osoapy ",nr tlES. They esi^agad us ia a scavenger 

huJis: as we risalsseii ic cer atsats ia tl;,e bv.*?... ,.. 
Hew I'll am's tC' *s;p,-,ss:^.n thai te yoi?, fe g^>t .?; 'jh'Ei^t of p-aper Iis>;3x4g 41 
differcat thing? tus.-: could La fouad iii-. s wociiin'ri jocke J;t<Jok - You didin'c ■h4«i-i." 
SQis wrong — 4i thlag:? tha£ coiild b«; tcimd ±v>. & woiaas.'«< haadbag or jujckatboi-k., 
Ifell, we 'tffe-ra tc cta-ik tbsi^^ c>f.€, Atid one cf eh'S t?iiTj.s^;3 »r«.s: a__i:G]^ Jtfjj: dj2«^3ij_e 
ii®ISM.J^f5'BZSM#-LiiLJ^5ll£iS!-^!u^^^ '^'^ H?c-,j,ld jo^;^ bfell*-!rii raa if I w^n^re to toll 
you fcheK Iviciifr&d nad :ii:S 

Aad that brough^i fresh to my <aiad wh>,.£ i. hsard a. iiri;^.ch®ir a&y in o 3«i:jaosz 



Wd'ii .'.i 



oftcfco He h)id goae to as auction. K© ihorcu^^'ily anjoyad gaiug to Huctious,, 
Assd as you laighfe «xp®^-ts b« boaght som thiags 'r.ast: ha r^sally didn't E&ed., aud 
■■^n& W88 e claeat cf drawers, jfiad. lo &sn! ?>®h;?Xdj aifser he bad snack; ?:?!.&■ purch:--.sa, 
.a sKg:Ti car7.v^i isp to him aj^d cJrfeitsJ Jjiia, tlgj-st tlx^i:.? «s £h® spat, fe.aSJ'-sgste -is^: 
sjueh as he had paid f.ov it.,,.*» 

,..t;h(i» preaahsiT thcaght to tiSj^S'^ii: , v«iJL if it* a worth 
rJxsz iwich to hiia. it's worth th&t laucb to fiie, aad J*e rer-^t.?d r.s sell i?,. 
^:^ksc. th® 'i!».e«:loD. ^-atf ovsr it o€;curr«d '>:o tha piCK«<j;J2¥)r shat It sight b-% 
«£3i&r for s-,la -;o ?:?raneport tlis^ chrjat af drawsrs hose if h« ectptisd 
its dse^e5;8 ■— -hcra vi&i: sti.ii s colle«tic& of thlugs in ^cl^e drOTar?., 
tlia shasfc wass baiag sold a® it ^jie. 

., ,,b.e got a ?.ardbsjard feoXf aip'i ?:!i«trj. eiup£:is«-l 3 Ic-G of isslgni- 
flcanr. tisisigs — - you migh;; braad ifc &« f;raah -- lshi:a. fci.ie asTc-dbojstd bs^x, 
Aitd iX'^.e of cji® Kfe;i,?kgg ?.bafc went lato th& ea.-i'<JbGa.rd hcTJ vas aa old key,. 
-^i3 ha was <i;-:>u£ to i«a:i^eij a tsac 'jsista V53> co hii;; avA of tared hir:. I^rlci ai;. 
puseh £«! he* p^Jfid fosr the. t:;aas£ 1:or th^^i cff'raboard hoii., H«d t>aXy fihe .;<»i'ri" 
bo&id box aiio! i^;ij coa£«3t3,, < , , <,:aid t;hsrtj sigsia s;h*i prsaclier ve^aaoiaed 

to na, siiSfesagh is had 7^5 use ia^' It, ^A lit ftaok iX Y^iyim &tA h« K£orfe5 
it: is !fti3 r>.a3«ffie;a5; a Aad sv^^ry tiov; a&d tij.Si>. ij.*s'4 'io«k s^i i.£, 

...sad ih&n eae <Jey Ida sck; c.fUiie h»jia ::ro,ii ci>13.iegff, atul 

C5isdb^>srd s;^2-., &mi sf all. the itKCss? In diM bc^i!: the c-a« thai- -. i^k his 
aye tsTvis gt,« kay, Ar>d "la bro^ighi,, si: to hlf? fjitliar 3b, tl^e study, snri ba 
aakfe*! 5f fi'i: :;'0uld have it. Ajj*' ••is £yth-.;ir saU, ''Sh;;' n<?tf mizt ^o<:A 
%B e. ?;^T t:^ -fhlcb t:i3«ra iss't -iXiyKhitii^ ?:hct i?: c-m v^alock?" fhti s:'=si 
was ai;I»& £%3 Tsil Li* fatiier £>»at it sa;^; & p.iri.;^'?: kay^ ShaJ: it -i^rc' s 



Sae k«y So 9o;a®£isi.ag aitd %r« fgii ?:»3 racvjgnisa Iss vftlue. Tfea d5i?2lyi4js. had 

as^de ilj^ir coEaitm^at to Jesus i\n?A'iati. sad rjae of fct-®ir msBsfcer, Fster, apaate 

v,4p affld ssysi . "vJi^'vn Isft all «;«= folj.ou? ys-u - - oo wkstT' ik*.fii Khey had i.:' 

■£.l\:5ir po3«!i!5siotj iciie key £& aJJ. tJaat J«su;-j Ct.i"il;irc c.5.a offer,, ai ifc^-u^ e.>Kl tbey 

iSais is^ <:h® find s-it-.y&t:i-UE Ik whi.cri ,a;y Viuri>>i?^c «f Chsiistliit^r thct I 'kmm 
^iis.y f;l»4 th?;*ms?jS:;r^3.. Th-x^ w&rs s.;? df.;:f'S/r:^^^v,> you es.s:., troK th* yoiitig r;*A<BJr« 
tk^ :i?^3s;«8 s«i:lll l3ca.ta.g soffi^Shts^'gc 'latlS.a vU.s; yovag r^^ilifr «"Jii *fc.ill tvj -isiks 
.a e<r?ffiaiC3i®Jit;, >&*/ l^a??. ailseadj? jse-is &t§ >t;->'.n.i,%;,;ysat; tvut they tyer-^ Eiec c.ii!.'hl&£ 
ii^ !5a ^'ll itUiit ic 5.w3d ?:o of far, J^at-'S Qb-.li-^':: 3:lva8 -an fi'fee »,ey "-'- tc vc;^i^ lil*i -— 
«. lif-i ia vhic>!i w-s't?^ SRvi& fvres frwjt tJKv: s-iitJ-; A:het ■Kf&'ve co3ffdtt''S.i. T^« tali 

;^bau£ i:ba k«y8 ox *ha li'lrtgd'-/fi ■ i2'.« :i3 *jsd l:l»rough the Chureiu yJ^* s^^e^ 

4h®t i.'ft^:ris bel^g rei?iisided coast -tin tly of 'k-e^'s rftdaasdjig love^ that wsV« bgis.g 
niffilacltfei^ froia she diingeoEt of fi-jilt, aad icxiaaitt ^ «a<i fajgiisg mad^i! fjrse. -so be tha 
30aa of light. Crc-d gi'ivo'i us t'feial 

lly h&3c:t EO«ia out i:o tlrs. c;,aiiiim Ci^taali;:; Cti«vsh ehase daye,, ho&eacl/ it 

— tasy don't hsvs nss^rly as rsAViy pasipXe e:"::.?-;.g fo iiantSiEslsn >S5;i Oiki.e ar^tiy did, 
X*iE 3 firm bs:lisi'.sic ii;, cous«ai*«lC'9,i p^^blic vx vvl:v&t&, 1 iinn.'^ t «&$:« %h:lc&. Bi:!; 
I £hiak a la-iiQ saedis t© call Isis s±us by su3:.>.: a utsji JkOSidg; tc k'jiO'i- tiiac tiis*?; 

the othsj: 3i^i« of S*;S5 cc:l2. is this; &;/ti:fr3(?ivU8 avra deyst. l^at f:h'X paychta- 
fcrlsts arc nvskisg ii hilling. P^olfcs ii!;ay i-ct ::to to zhe. cenf^f^sionBl bc^^zb.^, hvr. 
thQj diseovfti." Ci.50 iS'sad ta gc K.a soEcioea, '■■.;:. '::A.if, th« C'i-i?ts£i.i!,v; Clsta't'.hj i;'!?? tiitse 

■'I love you «... I fc-rgivs y.5;i , , , ,. yo-?;, •'k^i'-t hav*? to b* tcit T^e,cit«d . . yt^n 
aaa ba forgivee." Thi^t^a msa caeaca why swac, ',sf us ksas caniyaa l>aek :b,e:;£re yuMay 



Sazsaou -- F«at»i; Raynsoud Slmkeae 

Tha Fourth Stm A&y of Eftgtar ^ ?1ay. 9.> 1976 

(II Tisaoehy 1;5) 

ouv Fafchar assd fveoss His Sob 
Jesua elitist, ous BI®ffi«e<S Lord. 



I haif^s his photsgrap'a t© tfeis day la lay stodyo «mich Is close by this 
pulpifc b®r© is. Saiuc L-ak« Church, I b&vs his pbotogeaph £h®r« for saveiral 
reason®, tet m« giv® yen wlis£ fchoss r«a®o3js sx«5 right sow, 

isihes I bagto ssy siaiefcsry I was yo«ag aad iiiexp©rl®a£®d» and he was wise 
&M h» was sne«;t«.r«. He ^y&m. 1 dsrs ssy^ alujost thrae eliaes tay sga. He csma 
feo ch«ycb ev^sry Si«;asy. With reapase, hss, tfes oM iaas, csllad m«i, £h<s 
yomg ©s«» "Pastor." Is t-rss s rffaio»iac®d aeasur® csf easeoaffagsisaaf.. I caase 
fto love aSi» ^©as-ly, aad all kh&t he ra^seaenead . Aad th&t is oas rsasoa why 
I ha-^-© hrla photogrg|5h ±n w istxtdy to this vevy day, b«c©u8@ wh@s I ic«ik«d at 
hiE» iii« r^aiads sa@ tiiat it is p©£!,8ibls ia this world t© live th^j Chrlstisa 
life, Fosf Is® did is r-e befflutifull^f aa.-! so laagaifieaasly. Gad amilisd uposx 
him with loag y®®rs..,»h9 liif®<5 to he ffilmosfc a hwaidred. 

One d5sy whss I ?#as looking &t him, aiM his dsugbt^r was close by — X 
didss't aieaa to gasba^sess him, feue ansshamdly I foued mysslf askiag th« ques- 
t-ioa S3 I said m his dajsghe^x Harsrisfi;, "Hear d<? you gee e asajs like your 
fathers" — hm s.%g 'rspresmts^ ®cs :jftach GhristiBa iafcegritys a good aad faith-- 
ful t?©s.*vsat th£'@ugJa^-mt all th© jsars. She aagwered iismadiataly, "Well, his 
meth^r -- say gysadsnc-feher — sJia was s wosdarful wasaas." Weil, thsrs is your 
Bnsu&z. 'm&j fmt dou't hcippsiEi, TJjey bacsg?e j^has: th&y are= Aad whea you 
loek at oa@r, is»>'ariiibly yms s@® ob*. or 1^70 !r)>thi3rs. 

Aad afeffit'e x^hy ay seiisoa ?;.'3days as this f®g£ival that -osrks tha Christian 
Ecffi®, beara ths titJ.® "THl?SE'-OF-A»KIIiD." .lad you kuK? IxsmdiMt^ly why the 



8e?moa gets tk& title ss I z^ad t,h» text for you am}» Th@ Apostle Paul is 

writiag a l©£S:ar te s yoits?,g saaa -jy t&e assaa of Tijnot&y.. lad fee saySs la 
t'oat second latter tiiat he arot® to Tiiao&by, the fit's t chapter ^ the fifth 

versa; 

" X aja Tfrn lndrnd of yocg siaear® fai th, 
a f&itfe tliat dwelt first in yotsr 
graadst other Loigg e&d thm n iu your 



..^.threfe-cf-a-kiea. But you des't gat the eMrd oae without the secosid, sad 
y&u. wott3.d 0.®var M't^s gsttsa th© seeoad mm witfeoat th« fisst oa®. 

1?he Ajjoseis fauls yo« kESKf, hsui bsaa hepis&g hs could fiad sociebody wfee 
eoaid hslp c&rtj os: his ^^ork, H® Sis^i thie gr©at passioa fes sactendiag the 
KiiegdoBi. of xhe L©r<f., Jeaug Christ t, sad bs had s-sached S;ha sga is life whe«f«s 
I prssisffi® Is® wss tb'^Etkiag Gods if sm3.y h© could fiaii soffisota.© *■&© represeated 
s© s?@ll Bfli«it it ssffi*,3ig to bs a Cteistiss- Assd thsa ia God's plsa for his 
liffis fflsd fimothy'6 as ^sllg th@ir pstbs crcs©, Aad Paul amst h«^© b®®tt 
deeply grs£iSi®4 is. tfe© ■«r«alis8£ios% that be h^iui fo^ad Tisaothy. 

Aiad s© as fee wsiB Isokisg as: Timothy he was imprsasad by sll that h® was, 
Aad £fe®s. -ss though h-a was reeisoeieg liS-ith hlBself t he saii, "But fimothy^ I 
sas'e gi'v© yesi th® asedit fs>z' ir,^ Ycsa ar© '^hat you sr® beegsis® you'va had 
th« ffiotfess- that youVe had; .sad ®ha had eh« motfeeir that sha had. !?heB I 
look St ycni iSiid thJ.sk of y©«f: fsithj I tfeiak iauafgdiatssly ©f ts?o ©that peo~ 
pla," 

Would yea b©ii©¥e it that I fe&ve b^ea with y^a ioag «a0ugh aow, for two 
dmc&de&!) that s.n 1 look at any sisabsr ©f you I se® thr©® ps©pl<g at oa® tims! 
I se© yeu, I see y'-jwr i55Stb.es ,; ft?sd I 3®e your graEj!ls5,otaesr, A-gd I, toos ssy 
to myself t yo«'^E'® i:hri5«5-»of "a-kisad . Asid %m couldn't Imvi^ the ©iss i&?ithout 
the saessadj atsd i-?e cov.lAn't Itarim tlj« Staesad »^lt'hoiit ths third. I^at's the 
way it is.. And it's bsaa that %my S'^ovs. the vesry^ ¥ary bsgiaaisg. That's the 



"Whae If ?" (7) 



^ 



after Sunday. 

tt was Els® hty that Jsisus Christ ha4 given t&sai» £© a life of jay *^ "I 
ad cosie that you ■may have life and that you may have It s^era abundaEktly, im4 
that fGiix joy may be full ..." This is ^at Jasus Christ say@ to us. This 
is why I take myaalf to ta^k mtd, %rhy X take sotae of you to task whss I fiicui you 
carrying tha huraasi of the world upoa ^our shoulders. Wxo asn I ^o see? 

You renaeasbar the article that I once wrote about WORRY? It's ?;he ott« 
thifig that doesn't becctcs^ the face of a C^ristlau^ and ±t^& the last thiug 
that ought ever to happen, is to die with a worried look npon his face. This 
I atost certainly believe. Itl Jesus Christ ^ho said, "take vxy yoke upon ycu aod 
Xeara of me, for jsy yoke i© easy aad my burdea is light" — » ia comparison to the 
burdett of the worlds He chose wisely ^o chose the Vr&T&s to be carved luto the 
stoae over the Red Doors that lead as the eatrance into this place : 

"!!¥ PS4CE I GIVE UliTO ITOU" 
....t|dLs i« what Jessus Christ is saying to the disciples — "I give it to you -- 
I offer it to you -"■ it.*© already youre — ' now." ISjer® it is. 

What if - ~ - X say to you you w«r« to take Hiis seriously* to believe 

It, tb cash la on the dividends — today •— ' »o??. 

Where did I read it.... about soiae chap who vsxit down into the iscuntdiins of 
llennessee, or tfest Virginia, and he sm an old codger henilt seated tm hia porch 
...and he looked about and saw all the thlxigs he didn't hm'a.» smd hm said, '*You 
ought to get up from your rocker — you ons^t to identify vith society -^ you 
ought to become productive! Then think o^ all the things you could hmt^t &md 
then one day you could sit dows and you could relax tmd you could retire and you 
k^ eottld enjoy life!" Md the old codger said, "And what do you think I. m doiisg 
nowl" 

• ...and in that spirit I say to ymt ^^i^ of all the things in the naiae 
of Jefus Otrist upon i^ich w* ^iii|-- tB>..t»;#*^ t^ <^e» - - - n^i 



Ii^SSf::sfc±:Ms£l O) 



yf&y you get a Qtxlsttm. Thae's the vay j<m get a Eood Christijm.^ thay 
LSrew., = ,£h@y d««relfflp, beacsiiea 8©fflsbody aureussd th«ra. Thay j«st doa't 



I kufm wbmt yo««re eayiag, sad I kac^ hIssis youV« ehiakiag ^ "Hot ssl- 
ways. Pesesr, not always." At«4 yojs'r® absolutely righeS Dea's I sp«!id «»y 
maiebsjr ©f tsowrs ■«,isb smm ®f yms ia, ii&® eoars® af £hfi dey *?han ym mmk th® 
Fffi£fe sbas; l^Ms to w »mi.y, j,Kse &®ca«e® yea Isiasae &h« fact: ttoe is h«»a'£ 
%?arbsd cms efee ^®y yo?2 imd fe«p«4 md ptaymd £fe«^ ie wsvild, md yo«»j« gesaisg 
« ^a^ mnmu wd *Hg2.y -^ssat^ oe Kh*. ;^^T^s?s;aEgiae that yrns'va md®. Of coure* it 
d&mnH sl-^sys wov%'. sue .£ha« ^ayt But I teo^ oa^. £Mags si Lois, aad a 3«nic^, 
^ad a n^oehy -» ycu g®£ thxm^^&S-^^^kind as©?® ofa^ ehas aostS Aad thae's th« 
Khiag efess: kasps u£ g«»iag, Es\.e go£ a© ^ajssab^^ t&ag ^m.of|: .m thim not, 
ei^t^a th^ ^^y y^, g.a£ a W^o£hy, Y©« cm"f. hi.^« hte, gm^raily epeakiag, 
without: a Lois, 4yl£*so«t «> amic®p without a saogte, vifihout a graadsuothftr, 

I ^fis& I e©«M tmll ycm th&t patssfes could ba£ 100% e^ery £ia«, but tfe«y 
dOB'ft. Md OS?. r3a;sos sasj ba thst tasy hare to desi wish £h© kia«J of watarial 
?:M£ ??6 ptat ia t;lt®i:f hsads, !v'a a«i<sd to remeafear ehae, too, 

Ksil, le£ me toU yau a little hit shi^ else sioeher of Tiaothy, becausa 
fctoS^a ^^har. brought: so gv-,,as Jey £.« tm Aposti® Ps«l ^Th-sa h© io©k^ aft hte: 
"Ti!S0£hy, I cas'tt gi>© ye^a e]b.a cradis for it: j^isi; by yourself. I'^« got to 
give ycvir asseh^K' cr«:)di£, aa^ ymir grsudsoshisj; » " 

W«1I I dojs'fc fa.v»- too xmch mbmst hits gr^Mmoehs?. I kaoj^ his graadmother 
by hsr dmighfeer, Tiir^fehy's a^Pth^r, 2Io« wlmt caa I t®H y©a abcu£ Timo&hy's 
ffiO'ch«r? Ifell, X^s, ^orvrf t0 have te tsll y.j.„ i:]t,i3s ah® didts^i mrry a Christie. 
Bl-m ^m th^ otily beM^ar in tha fondly, as far as eha pareizts ^^« coace^sd. 
H«# ebat ba^ppaaed X it^^^t fe,e.,, ^vj^ it's ^ mtter of r«co?d a,^ fag- as the 
Bible £8 eo^icers^ed, th3.£ she ^-es s^^^i^d to ex. usbali^ver. Aad that mai^t 



tlmtg v«K7 largely thestg that sfe® hfid to briag tip Tiaothy on fees* owa, 
8ingl«haadediy, She was the onm psraoa laeat rsspoESibia for his spiritual 
nurture. ..<.«•. 

...*aad I SIS sorsy &5 hsv® to ttsll y©K that that's th^ way 
it l3 ©very bow ajari theis ajaosag y©«. Mam I 'eyish ife w.sre different I How 

I wiffi^; shst joa eoMiM be aat®d ir. a way that 'a eoa?£Sible spiritually, and 
t&at together botii ths fiftthea? md sh® E!e«&«r ijouid pr©vid« the ssscsssary 
spiritual smrtura i^m the ehlM. Bs^t it (Iq&buH always Itsppoa that way. 
Affid ^h©a it dof^gia't bappsaj then God dcsssra't asisiioe the psr«oa who 
teppsae to ba & Chr:l3£i&s4, G<jd 8ti.U ®ays, "X esp«e& you tij fulfill y®ur 
obliggtisjE In sy am'j®s aad I^'Jl fesip. ye^u to do it." E^'ssry snow sad th<sa I 
fall ©a s&y h^m ami I thask God far the way that ss^® of y©« slaglat-hsadadiy 
ar« fulfilling yojsr obligaeioa ia ths Bsase of Jeaus Christ. 

life.® sscoad thifiig that I esa tell y^w about Tiiaot&y'e ssother is this: 
that sh® hegaa £© do it %*i®a he sas -imry you'as, '^* Sesipt«r®8 say that 
as a bsfey sh® bssgea t© t&ash oiaj. Wallp «hat is wh-aia ycu fetsgia. I'm always 
sm'ty f©r paepl® who put it off» I'se appallsd soemtim&s to diacovsr haw 
tsm.y psopls thsre ai-re is tfeis!,. our dssys, ■t^ho fo<iil£.hly alio*? thesiselves to 
feali^'^a thafe ifeligic'M 1® ausli e s^srsesaiil Tsstter that «:fee5i''ll i^ait uatil a 
ehlld is nM saottg'h ts decide f#r ii.iE-s«lS> God p5.£y us t'haa ws apply svea 
S'tECh a ys;MEtick f.© rasrality .ssid £s stfeies is gaaerai — ^fait «<ffi£ii th® 
child is ©M sjsougJi t© k^ms for hiajs©!.?. T©© auch dasMsgd cesj fee dOfi« in 

I si4 biseis sfSBsetiisESs aad ask siysslf the qwisstioss, aappos® yo-^ w©r« not 
r®la£«?d to she chusre'a as yow, araf "Clfeae about the church ^oisld eoaanand year 
rssyisst? I*'e! &h&nt te tall yuw shiss if I y«ra dK-awa to eh® efeurch if for 
mi ©ahar r^.&s«sr& hea&iza® i?f ssj-' fsitlj Ib J&si?s 'Christ a« havd &vd Smionz, Vd 
fea dxasm fescstes® of 'ds® high vala® which tijs efeBreh pl«c«s upmi ths ssssi of 



• 'Sirs^* Of ■"^'Kiad'' 



a child. Th® ^.uircla is always focusing its &tt&&ticm upcm & child. That's 

why I am BO happy that 1 baloag to & £rad.ttioa £h&s aa^haais©® iafant bap" 
tisffls that &s soon £if£er birth &e possihl.® you bsing ycmr ehild t:o the 
chureb thst the chiM tsight ba sasasd fcs Jes«s CSiffists Chat ths siga aad 
seal of God°@ favor might b@ established, aad that you might tatm it. 

St*0 hscoBS trsrlitioaal hers ia Salst Lwkst laowj it isi?ill hsppsa after 
this sesvic® fchis ^aoi'siagt 'wis'ss a baptism fe'ill t®i;e place,., .the Pastor 
recai'v©© sh« child itom the srsjs ©f the ffiothars sssd feaptiz®® the ehild, aad 
thsm wh®a h® r«tijjsra© th® shild fifter s prj&yerj lie says to th« pairsEtss «=■- 
seffis ®f y«m 'jiflll r«e«;gKisa tiias® ^oi'ds •"=• "Gcd sadies tspoa tss ia laany ways, 
perhaps ©sver Tsorca sc thaa -^fesa H® places is^to owe life sjud iat© m^r l©ve 
tha smil of a child; aed ss lesig as we live, we hs^o ao griaa£er r^spoaeibility." 

Tiaoriiy'^s i^stfef&Zs 'Sod fea prais^adj r''icogais5®d tSmt ssid froua th« vsry b«° 
giassiesg aha feegea to aisescisa that t^&p&tmiblXtty la bshelf of har child, 
FroHs th® £iss h® »s-&s s bafcy sks E«"i'Kyi:®d biis lis the Ch?ls£isja faith. 

I offie® bisd s friss2d she s;Aid ao mas "Paetarj for God's sake, pay attaa- 
ti©ft to tfassi tfhii® tl'^ay're yosaag. You eaiB*t do for a kid ©ightsee whet you 
should hav© deae for Ij.^^ sfesa hs wa^-s eiglst^" Assid he^st sbeelutsly right. 

That Ss'tsth w«s iMallbly issp:i'#,sssd ^jpoa the fabric of my afliad. not so 
ieffig age sifesia ssss.® ®f ©sir p®risfcii«S€i£'s '^/ery tbettg&tfully p-mvMmd us with a 
gfe'id of £B0s@y ftsi' s r.'i€ie te bss plasfcad os tk© passeqaage gretssda. She hex's©!? 
e?css@ th« eiir«®8 s esi'-asr of Ic^feasxm. lot! kaow V/sj w@'d ehesrisfe it. Th® tree 
«?as planted <. X didu'fi pay f:t»s a&vsh aCftasaioEi £0 iCs hut WiEifired, ^d-ho g£«w 
up aloss te efc® sei3-f. %yas i''i,ill5' ?s?av« of wh&t ^ss htsppsaiag, Aad shs said 
to ats, y&K't*. fe^tt@!r |;:at £hat trwe stEk«<i, ¥g«M battssr put sore® guid«-x?ir«8 
OS th4s£ ticfss.; bee®»i^£ii. or&t d&y i.t^& going ze bs aeo ls£s.<,,.iso we gaire the 
wosd» smd tSas wosk w«i«s doee, 

. , . .iifs caa's; do is= foat 2 ®lsh t^'® could all fvalk 



&V0;V to Sfe© p&Tmm&g& ^oimdm sftesr && s«K^se aad I'd sfeaw ye»i shat tra*,, 
a tfeiag af bsssu'sjy t& b©fo,oM. 3*at it asigbft est have asasi fcfeas way "had it 
aot beatffi msd® seealght wfeas it ws«i J©aa.g3 smS. dissesioa gives, to it. QiriM- 
£iaxj3 jjfse dois't: u-sppsa, Imi gem:? th^sa» Ism sraia th^sss. Tcu dir®.st 'diffii"*. 

That's whf 2'S£ pl'S&sfid to be sssociatsd nitb S&iatt L'j,k® C&ureiu It hss 
a coacer's for peep.l® «?£ ail agss aad do®© aot; t5.«glac£ in its soaesira fos ps©- 
pi© of all &g®B th-5 ragasd ths.t xt 0!sgiJt ?.© giv-a t& tlsoea ^55llK■ a^s y©sags ta 
eli«ir iispE-iSseicrssabl© yc^ars.^ fh«e'^s ■?ji?,y ^<?a lE&ks saueii tasr® ia Ssiat Lake 
Shuye.h of l>>u£l Mx&iBtTj, '&i&t'"& why w& asake mmb. of Cteiaslas M-«i«a.^.loB, 
fhsfe's Hjsy w« say '.4?® feav© s e£©'i.sf pf©g'£'<Ks fot* people «?f «11 ®g©s, asd parei--' 
cislarly saos® ^^fc© ,are jmmg %:M ia ths Ka^sssge psixiad ©f ehaiis- lives. We 
sasd tks®. SeripC'irs aakss ifc as s mai-.8;ss af i'®c®s:d that Tissothy's ujstiss? 
Ij^gsa 55© teasli hlnj affeiXe he «fss ymragf. ^t^-sm ebosgfe sh© hatf, to l;®ach bins 

"aaTsT S?i^ssa® fesc^s wfc&t '■"" 12 - 15 cfeiMr'Ssf "- oa© &:? "ts®^ Ijisgraphsrs said 
of h&T:, aifee tsiuie .t£ & p&±m.t t& mm^ &t leasft fist, hour a day wish sawsyal ©f 
efc® eljilifieea &t ©as tij&s s© &»£ ia tbs scisss S'f £he day th&j all g©e stssis 
ss®(^.Siir« ©f iJffi^.it?Msd afctaffifeiostg fcsc&«sss ©ha o&M £e lii«?s@lf 9 !_ will ds fe?^ 
■i^ cfeil-iraa whmt -^s^dm to h& doaiSs Ssid S Kill 'aot wait f&s: •soax^hodj @.1@& £© 
do is. Mo •^an&&t' fQ%i get a J«?hs l^^slsy. >,, . .®}j«S sue ^^CTidiar you gofc a Cnsrls^s 

I SEcilsia iss-ardly^ ©i' smsjfeci I did; a&d yois ti?©uM to??;, 'Assb I rsM th® 
asi:isi!<.s .-goisia ?:l.as: sgcs aboist a isati who ^i'^-s ssiJcVfiyistg th-^ isosSampDS'asry sc«a@» 
®,sd h© said r^&ss Shis ??orM aasdg ssrs £h:at4 aEyfchijjg i2l®@ is £_ffiiK..^t^^lf. 
gg£ga_£. , . . o ,. sad s;fe!iiss ha %5-iSa&. e-a 5:e dessrl'a-a tha &<&■?»' kim cf pai'saft. iaid 
this is i^feasre I bs-gEs «:o ssiJlle brsadlyj fescssxs© I i^ae old ©aough to ka©^ 
that this se?f kissd of psir-sat that h?s -^bb dajscs-lfeitsg i^ss £k© oH-£mjhi«miad kisid 



SLS^^ '^^-ae ®® :la &® C&s-.t'^siaa €h«rsJs S2s\?a Ixsesa tslkiag sbo«£ for a 
loag, losg time I T^a b«gis tm±U 6Si«y're ycaag. You make t!i® iavsa£ia«sa£ thsa. 
bTt«s I gradu&fcsd f^sjia eoiiegs Z had the good fo^ttssas to e«ke a tsip out 

cell«g® wisa whom I «?®st f?aa£@d £© viaie kicfolk ef his tMt esai® out of 

sas, rtiss ^7<B had bi'sakfsefe ia sh® b«aae of Jscob Streib, a Oad-faarlag msa if 
•m-er I sa©E a Ged-fsarlag sssbj thm s^felsi v^'as spraad ia good FmrnjlvmU Sas- 
taas faaai«s s b®srtj' breakfsiss it' svar there ^a» to bs & femaray bireakfaat,.. 
..,.bti£ feafose ws t-^asbad s tsorael^ oM Jacs-b SfcsMb re<a<?. ® good loag ehsptsss 
is tlse Bi'i^i®, tla®a -m goe dsHa m sar kaaas asad kaelt alsagside ®f the cfealr 

.».%r® visifeei-^ M© eess Aad bis da«ghe©ra, ia Ssieaa 
Oy«g©Bj.. s?jd ^j® hm& hrstskimt ia ths-ir hssms assd the 

i£& had a. menl £a lm« hommf md the. sasaa patsssra p3?«"- 

.l:S£&2. -^^y iav@sss2«>.vis sKSfJe bj a pferest: aa\'ffir goes dem ths drain eesDpiataly,, 
W. m%y thiak ao «.s ii:iB#js, fcu« S!.3tbiEg ever aotiTOSsd, d&um is God's aam®, 
is «^.sr cs^iftt^ly Xosr., Tims&hy's E3i;h®r b^iis^ed stet. She lixfsd by if;. 
Isad thafe'e cixa S€-a©«:a why fsfsj g.jc « Tiffi?;.els.y„ 

Las se f.ell yos;; this. Josspli Forej? Hsftosi asM £0 e®!! cbsj stosy that 
esats ou£ «>£ tfes Matary ©f Te&&mm^&. Tmi f:c«!ati«rss?S£ bed astabiish^d m 
pa-st. 0Ely fsr s li^tla wMI® iseKil tha atfcseklag Isdiaas earns asid desteoysd 
it. Tii%j killed oU m^&t ef -cha poople, .4 f.w wc?.nsa asaspcM, aad tls©y J:©©k 



hf the white iessi. 11s«g Xadi^E wass eoEqu®E«d. Tba eosfisnaadiag ©fflc«r fouad 

ameag eh® ^yaesi-'ise S&st fe*. ta©k «j&p£iTrs ssa*® fair-skleaod Xadiagws. H© cc-uld 
fessrdly b@l:lsve le, Aad £he© li® ^&s givem ao a!adair8l:s-ad t^&at had liapp«aed in 
tM&t tSisrtt^Tj j®-!Ksm ba^orsj as&£», Mi fowssd tt?© Batfeer® wis© T®s&Ha^«K'«d eh® loss 
of ab.ciff beys. He sr^adersdj af cetisre^s ea«M ehas® hut eh® boy a th«£ w®r« 

beSK-f^yad eSassss? So h@ aalE-'sd tts.® t!mi> t!ss£h@rs to coise aad ®@® if l:fe®y esiild 

west:. ho|>®ft!illy lo<sldag- feut @aly gsteijig a bl«ak stare frsa efea ays« ©f 

fhevx the eoasmiyi'.diag ©ffiear s«,M, '^^hy dea'i: you try tfeiss; 8ivr«ly you 
usisfc he^v® sssBg B ItiJXaby se ycirr boys w&ea Sfesy wars y0*iBg, Go up sad d^ia 
ehafc llaSj, sad sisg £h® lullsby tfeafe jou sstag ?#beia you pw£ your chlldreQ m 
b^,^' Tlss ffiothsi.' did thai;.! asd wherr. sh© cas>ffii Eo imSs, h« fall out of lia® 
aad etsbr.sc©^ her, e;«iS3r® eamiag s|i5%m kl® eh©ekSsi &rad fia5^?^®d sieging tha 
iuilaby !'«i33®lf . 

AgSiia aad ®v<ss s© sftfes, i si^ggest Ss yc^, a rssdeKssiag quality ia this 
life 1® se sitag iss^.mi' thm s©ag f.'mfe waa taugha ia tas days of chiidhesd. Hotfe- 
isag rsiaaias koxs pr-selcsBS t:iima what ^-a lesrs^d ae e iae'£he"*s ka®*, still ia 
G-cd's plaa — H® l?.af. as -atj^-f^stitiita fox* xt, this >- mast s^rtsittly hmli.isv&* 

B4S£ ffi©j? I afeef«3.d alss t«il ya^? fthis* Pasesr XJavid assd X tf©?;'.® eac« a»ksd 
by .a pairisltiessr a© "^fisl.t te '<:fes 'io^"*; of s aaighbor whose days %?®i"e aissbered - 
i&ofmf&hl® es-XBtcsr^ Is fu*^t iks Say '«/h«a Faseer B«>i?id aad I w«at to sea feisa 
he Ineked «s thsijgfc death '^ouM tzmm hmi&TU ■fe-s %?©aM l«a'«^«» l£'» ®©£ & ■^mrf 
(s&my •£hl^.g fc© aakg 2. sail »s>5<m ssa® ia f^&st s5*.t»stl©ap ??h© 5^ a £s?:«l seres&gas' 
feo y«*is. Asi.& yea ys?,; fasp,3. ys-s'j', havs £0 S:fj?i!eb I?aa« fiss?s*?b.f«'s Is". Kb,® asm© of 
Jasise (fs-A-lBt:: sad yt'ix sisj IwekJsg f^r & feadl®, . , „ = * 



stsbjsce of pray®r, asd I was bold aacugh to says "Have you avar prayedl" 

...aad iiitb ^'feaes^ssf esrsagtb lie ssaM coamasd, 

"I'v« prayad is aLsosa &9exj aiajor pert of th<s world o" 
o...fci8 had fe«5®a aa sM aeamasa^ 
Tlj®ffi I gsidj '"Wimt did yrm prayt" "— £bii(£kiag psK-haps lia'd say £e sa® he pr«y@d 

for sersEgehe h® pray®d for protec^tcs. Bie's €Sis i^ what: b.s sai4 wh«a I «sk®d 
hita, "Wasfe did ym& pssyf" 

"H0S? I ley 2!« doaa £<© sl@gpt 
I pxm' the l.-erd sy n&t^l sa keap . . » . " 

.,.i=£h« &aly prayar li«s tes»» Bu£ & pt&jmv of ccapl'Sta cnsst aad dspefsdsaey 

sjp^a God. ,4ad if tasfe'g ras Oi?ly thiug m sujafe-®? cc^M «i?^r giv« a @h£ldg 

,^fe@ e©5slda'fc teH?® giv®a hiss ®giy thing bstssa?. 

I ?-f®s fieapead te ecs® £s s!?!® s,«.eff®i d«sk fcbls moraissg £e praach aa o.M- 

fashioacd sersK® afex^iit aaselsai'hooti* /^M a^st ©f ehsft 8«>cis©Si wsaid have feeer>, 

3 ti'ibue® to ay Essta^r, bseaus® I reta^aer £h© day wg buried bar.,. » sad whes 

I 'talked awsy frots, ?,b® giravra.,. ©s X toM aoras ©f yaut th® Isspaefc wae mad® upoa 

nrf S0«1 £hs.£ there ~fag th® cskss psrscsss mors ft^-sa. aay other paraoa oa she fac@ 

of £hi» ssEShs ^'feo lisd iarxedacecl asa £« tas fact of Godo.,<... 

,«,.a£.d if as a. ^asisiefctei- oi tarn. Gospel X fasv© 

mkj %'3lue to yii?u KtidaVj, you wes't frsrg^t «:© £haak hers 

'-sill ye?,?? 

v^ K 'it 



Semeo, - Pastor Raymoad Shaheen 

The Fifth Sunday of Eaats r .____ 2iay 16 , 1976 

"CO^!>K)N CQM>lIT;IEtJT " 
(Mark 6:7) 

GliACE, >!@rsy ami F«ae« from Gcd 
our Fathsr &nd fron I!i« Son Jeans 
Christ, our Biassed Lo rd. Aiaea^ 

l£ eould «@U. be fcliat she c©av«:^aa£loa at the villag® well Ib Kasarefch 
wsat sorier.hijig like this oas day: "l-fery„ £«11 %z& about yoisr children." 
Aitd tlxee sh« bsgan aamiag thsa oaa by on© ~- fcfeer« tnay hav® beea fiv«, sis, 
seven, X dera't knssw ■— - ©tat sursly rnoK-s than OEe« Aad aftar shs talkad 
about each cuse of fehosiie preaismably sh« might have said, "/ie.d thea there 
is . , , Jasus. ■'.„.,, as much to irapiy by the toae af her voica that H® was 
diffariBst. And He was. 

He was a. loser. That's right, Hs was a Icmer. Of all her childrisss, 
may I sii<»ftast to you that He was the last on<& to aorm ia for the suppe? 
call, VJith whacevar gift of i^a^ifjieatioa that God gives youj why don't you 
thick of it this x^ay» , . » „ ^ . 

,«,,the others were thare^ Thsa, cams ia Jaaus. 

'Presumably ilary said to Hiic; "Whar« were you?" 

«.*.i Ha saio'j "Up their® — • you kjiow where," 

o..,ao,d of coiiS's© she kaa^/ wliKZ^a — youdar hill» 

fthfc outskirts o9. i-Jazareth. 

Sh<a Tisally didu*t have to ask She other questtsii, 

but sue did: "'?ere you aloac?'' 

''YigEj Mother^"' 

"What were you doifiSf Jesus?'' 

"Just ahiuking,"' 
, ..-, .uadoubtedly that's the. kiad of aasK'&r £hat sh« got whsis Jesus eaiae in^ , . 



Hs was a loner. lis could afford £o ba a loaar because lia had so saucb 
goiag for lliia froa the vary b®gianisag. EVeu before He became a Eeeasagar 
H© exerelsed a taa&s-are of iadspeadanes, when with Ills fsniiy U® veat up to 
Jerusalem to ths sreat faast. His coualns, hov; thay delighted in runaiag 

here asxd timr&, seeing the big siglzts ia ths big eiftys Not ao J®su3„ Its 
was a loner. He was off to the temple, all by liiiiiself , sittiao; with th« 
lesETSfsd ones, Itetmiiuz to theis iind asking them qusstioass sad holding His 
own. msgslfie^mtiy. He was a loeer, 

O&B day. in God's plac for His lifa, Ke left :iazareth, turned His back 
oa £h® earpeaear sshop, %-eat out aad got a good look as th« ^/orld. Up and 
down Hs Hetit thrc-ugaout Galilae and Judea, He saw it firat-hasd. Ha saw 
a prsat deal, ysa Ke did<, He saw it throu^^h fch© eyes of Godo Ills hea,rt 
was paired whea H@ saw the laissry of mea. 

Hs; cams back aris day to Kasareth aad Ha went* as !!ts custcm was, to 
the syaagogua » , , . and K® rem^abared . They invited Kim to read fraai the 
sacred writiags, and so H® did. Aad whsvt Re was finished somebody suggasted 
that H© iTiight say sojoethiag. Wlsich He did. Ha usade a trsioesdous cormn^at on 
the Scripturi^ that Ee had s-ead,. It sras a passage from th® Old Tsstameatj of 
course i frcoti the Bock of Iga.tah„ that said somathing about the sick, ths 
imprisoaed ■-" a3.1 tfca ceady of the world that could be raiaistered to — how 
the gospal oaght to h& prcclaimed. He was a loaer, because ri^ht then and 
tfeisxe He said 5 without lookieg aaywhers iox suppoj-t, «ri£hout rea-diag a resciu- 
tioK that had hi^am draf'Ksd by soia® cojsreiitte®. ^ >, , Jle stood there all by Jllmself 
and said: "Tmixy this scripture is f.oltjp to l?e fulfiilsd is* your ears.*' 

.....mu acted lad-apesideatly. lis. &sm that ssssthisjg had to he 
d^r>M, &nd He ^-?£3 '*llii&g to do sc-iuairaln;? about it then and 
tk&-£<ii,. It had to ha done o&ly by Hiioself , aad by Himself alone. 



....so Ee aa£abll8hed £hs base for eha i:i.agdOTi, by Himself. 
But the tliae cama wh«a th« baa® had to be broadeaed. Asd wisely He 
haw! j>ath@r«d Himself a coispsay of disciplas. The day cama when lie ^aa 
goiag to smnd thtsii mi£ to do fche vary aani^ kii'^ of thiay. £hat He had _beaa 
dp lag all by Hiiaself . Asxd ehafi laads lae sow to the test for today's ssrmoa, 
th® 7th vgsasffi of the 6th chapter of the Gospsl accord lag to Mark, which 
reads io this m&an.eT: 

ee pd thgs5 ou£ t« o>y two." 
Th« ®w|>hssis is properly giifea. He was a ismer. He could afford to be. 
H© had a lot goieig far H:Ldi froia the Y@?:y begicaiag. And £heB there 
was th&t tlae i© HJ^ lifs -^mt the haaveas wars parfced &nd a voice was h^srd 
to a&j, as shs Divise Itapriaiatur -waa plaead; 

"Xhi® is my beloved Sou - lisgsia to Hisio" 
Wh«B H® cs3a€s ta e®ad out th® »r«l¥«s He did not e-smd thma. out one by oae, 
.^im H® sent ouS: tt^o-by-fcwo, Kaowiag hvsmu taature as He did. He ka«w full 
well th&t ao vtm. ^d&s maaat to go through lif<s by Himself. Oae of th© very 
pracious things th&t you aed I caa usderstaad about God is that He aiwaya 
hag ehis coBcera for us, astid He's always haadiag dovm the pyaacrlption ©i^ea 
b?!f©r® are ask for it. He aiads ua eo ra&ch &at eo soisebcsdy sl»<?., aad He's 
always rsisiag up scmscae to ^yhoui •«« eaa be paired „ 

Did ig: '3v&r os-cax to ;7ou es you r^m the iistiac ef tha twelve diaeiplas, 
ths.t lik© as not thsy'r® xiafted is paisa? l,:lst&& as X rsad thfi lis£ the way 
lte£«:h.0-w- rscordsd it: Simcja-aad- ftMraw hia bre£b.«r. . , « « .Jaraes-aad-'John, . . . 
. , ,Phiiip--esd-Bajft;a0i<s3aw. , , o o ^ ,Xiifn;-.!ii!-i:4cid"M?s«;?:is©w. , . . »Jam6iS™3ad~Thaddseus. , . 
«.,.<- ^ Siaiae efes- Caa.;!:.aaaaa--si:ad.-J5?da3 Iseajrice - - - liakacl tot'jefch^r * 

You ca.a''£ ai?®'?, rsad th© pages cf 'cbs Bible, Old ox Nsw., witrhout discover- 
isg £hat ei-mxy aow aad thsa Gsd sast dow© people is pairs, Hs lisksd th®B, 
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©me to aaoihers .,.yovi ea&^t thisk of Moses 'sritfeoafc thlakiag oS Aaroa.., 
...you CBSi^t Sbirak of Joaisua without thinking of Caleb,.. 
...yoo cass't fchiak ©f »avid %jil:hou£ fchiBkisag of Joaathan^,,, 

..^ycu c«n't Shiek of Paul fc-ithou^ fchiBkisg »£ Silas,,.. 
ftTould yots b« willisig to have tm suggsst to you tlmt whsa God saw fit to 

giva Mary ?.ha£ ims£ pr-seioua ©f all asoigusaeat*! j, Ba relaead her to Elisa- 
batb. durlag h«r pregsiaacy period. God ia Ills wisdo» as^s fit to lick peo- 
ple togethsr.. Not oaa by oaa dosjs Us sasd thcara out to fscs piroblajis of 
iif®, but £t.?o~by-tw®. 

Yc»y k?s«?ar tit® rseewa ^fey, of catsrse yow do. As we^re irlakad togsthsr, 
is Gad's piaa for jjsua- life ar arv llf«, ife rai«9» up sassaoas who more thaa 
say otisaT p'sssoa beeoi^i! s kisdrsd spirit.... 

— it ts&f g!', bayosd amrrlagis 

■-" it may hn. a person of s. diffetreac ®sx 

--■ it Biay h<5 withisa yows: <s'*n faisily.,.it amy be outside your 
i'luaily 

— it Easy !?« seaiebody jetie sssm, ag<a. ..it may b® aoraebody 

yi>mger»...ie amy be soffiabody older,,... . 
God iS). His wisdoBj bag i-o bjMs yoB th&t £h©rs is slwaye sraieoa© who coostJ.- 
£t}£®s feisaself or Isesvself Sf* s kindrad 0-j>i;ci£. It's ose of tfe® woiaders of 
lifai Ass,d it hapvi^as. ^kd it x«skss life s?oreh liviag! 

Sass of Es ^iTriald»'t e;®t tc liA?® saothar day if wa eooida"?: b®li«vg 
that Bom&disitB la tiiis wifiu«?d -wsrld tfearfi's sfc least cm parsons who pftr- 
feaps ffiars so thaa usy cl-'aet\ smderetsauSs us es ao ®gsa else uadarstaada iss^ 
to wbsffi «■© caa lay bare -Tar soui aM -mlk. nhQut eur dsreassa. . ., ,£0 >)?h€Ka we 
esn fearpress oi'x wir>sfcSi.* 3l;a, Gccl rB&d«* ue that way, sad God ia al-mys 
raisiag tip sosseon© witSi vf/iia %'© ess. b«i .tisksd ssjsd paired off. 

It Bmr^m its purps. a, sad s«rv®s its purpose exceedijigly well. As aa 



exaispla, bftc&uso «-« sre as we arsj occaaloaally we oaed sojaabody to chal- 
lenge «a, so appssi to our batter sid« — you aad X do fesv® & battar aids, 

you k&0«r srS. every aow and tfeea yoa aad I become battar thaa vih&t 

w® have b@@E jwse ibacauae scsEsbedy appalled to ub^ nmde us dissat:isfi«d 
with fefee kissd of person we he^® beea. Oaa of the sad things &boue human 
maturs is that there '» always th«R tessdsacy oa the part of most of «» to 
l«gvel off bstej ah« stsadard ©f p«rfei-53aac® that God aiada us capable of 
achieving. There is alw&ys this tssdesey to le\f©l dcwro?gagd-, Aad than e^ery 
laew and then God r&is(ss 3«MB«b©dy» put» that person into our life, and be~ 
cs«8@ of that parscia ws weat to hmemast better than we ere jtast becauas that 
perssa appeals to our better ai da. If soraa gf us revssl say meaaure of 
goodasss it's jasfe because &d gav® 5ss sfflasoae ehallessigiiig us to becosae 
better th«a we ar@«. 

It happ^ffis at diffftrsBt timaa la esir lives ^ sad aosaettises with diffesr- 
eat people. X remsBsbss ho^ ia God's plas for ay lif« He paired ase with 
Oscar Williss Carlson, that grssd aaad good man-'of-thss-cicth, pastor in Bslti- 
siore, aad off ve xmnt to India for that special assigis5E«fflt beck in '63 sad 
'64 s that wiatsr. Asd every now a».d sheai^ as he and I woald share the 
asisigaiasafts I foussC. laysslf tfaaS:ia'.g to bacoiae far batter than 1 was. You 
coulda't b'& la his pressaca wlsfecmt waatisg to staad « bit more aveets to 
dreem nobleir dragwas. fe's the atjf.hor of tha statsjasnt that I've filed eway 
ea2.1sd "*iiA(?'a7.FACEICE".,.,aijd i?i the seriess £4" gaafisaacea that he arrots h© 
talkfed about ehs possibility ef a persoa aehiftviag a nses&aare sjf ^raatnesa, 
GsKi didn't msbs as l:o b^a pal*:;rj,'o ., -.God dida't aaakts as to deal with trivia. 
God laMe y.s to ?®aeli for fehs ssar^^ eo drsaa great asreas^s, asd to aehisifSi, 
vflSfeia 0UT li5Hit£ti»fS« gsHcaftfeisf^g that other??is® we asigbs; aot ksow •- ~ ealy 
bscause Bstmhodj ebsllsaged us &u3. d,ar«d us Sc h& bettor than we have bs©a. 
That's why God pairs as„ bsesKse ia His plas for y©*sr lifa thars ia soaebody 
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ifc'iio could »@rv@ that purpoasj if you let that p«Esea sstrvis tlaac purpose. 

G0& aigi© seads th«sB out £*ro~by~two basause ©v®ry te«»y aad shea we aaed 
S:o be rsbsifc®d. Ss^©£isE«s oaly a friead caa tell us off sad get: away wltfe 
it. Y®tj for sbasss upsa gom® of -4?^!, we pat ©ur friends, o\s.tc tvxx&st friesads, 
la a vary difficult sittsatioas b©ca«s® ije may lead them to b«Ii®v« that aa 
alisastiiBg factor ccmld h& i.nfxoduc^ if tlmj r®ally t'.old us off. la oae 
of fchos® grsffid astd good aassieass ehat ws haT3 et BiSthsEys this pae£ waak 
whea s group of woiaaE ?.f«i*e tfesrs for a aay-tiaue 3?«[£?eat» we ?fare £alkiag 
about the gift of 8p9®shs esid iio*^ God pats uss sometlaKSS la a certain situa- 
tioa wh®r® -^e ae«d £o 6p®ak th® right i/ord at th« right time, iiad then oae 
parses adsiitt®d tlist fraquss&tly th«r® vss a ral,t'.etaiaee on her part to speak 
th« word of truths last aar frieisa ao£ appsrssiat® It aad eomathiag ia turn 
vsuld happess to tlrnix friaadsblp. For afeaa© vipoa all of as to allow peopl® 
£© thiak th«t ehe &alj eiiing w« ••** i-^ssxt to 'hear froiu them as© £a« word® thst 
pl-sss© «®l fhsr'S &vm tiraas ?=?hsE ws a&ed £o gr<jfe% Aiid ws grew hy beieg re- 
bisksd. Gv^££iag cossi>liiaffi'&t® all t-ii-s tiiaa caa be &. very dsfidj.y thiag to a 
perssffi^ to b© ablm es? speak fcha vord. ©f trcushs i^mn ie a measurs of rebuke, 
is a •sfgry E®cessar.y thisgc. So God s^mds thsiE out two-by-two. Md who kaowa 
a peraoa bsttar fchasa a friaad? X£*s- b*.eB. said a fsiaad is you? other self, 
ma alter eg©. 

Affid fchsss, «>f coujcsse. th@r@ eoaa tSjssB i^besa & £ri<ssd, the p»?sci« f^ith 
i^lMfa (kif4 ps-lrs you off ia iir® as a kiadsred splii'lts thss p*rs©E in £h« world, 
fibs OB© parses?* who gi-^FaJs you a nssssuisra of ecafort aad ^aeouragemeat — God 
ksgsf mx&t kiffid of problssis tbosa disciples woi'dd hax'c to face wh©n they weat 
©aft J, .SBid hm'7 w^sasy ".hey wot?,M &siCo?5's arad h'S^^? fsrsqasrsfciy ehey weijld say, v>?hat'fi 
thss ?A3®'j' -■■" -sad t'asii ftfesir spiriEs h&d to h-a gasy&d \xp by scsalsody else. Aud 
thist'e why they did it. 

I'm having sn fixse«diffigly psrecious tlm© oa Friday nights at Bethanys our 



retxrsat houss^ wish gradua£lug high school seiolors. Laat Friday eight 

wheE a ssaii ccaapaay was gfithered thsre -™ w« ha^-e b«e« Ijbaitittg thaon to 
small grcups — I gave th®a £o »ia4arst&aad that withia the a«a:S: tea yesra, 
£h®y will fes\?e s-eacfesa. t:h<s aga ©f ttfsaty-aight •— la all lik-a3.ihood every 
oae 0f £h«iaa %?ill be maxrleds aad thsy eossid have £ child off £ho.. ,., .which 
gave Hie & chaaea tQ garo la oh th&t vary iaporfcant thought: what fcied of 
a Bssa are j&u looklag for? (ehsy wars all girls who wers ppsseat) 
■— what is £h® klad of persoa fth&t yoa would lik® to 
hsvm clatm yoar lifst 
I'fouid yo« fe«li«??e me that £ha oae th©«ght thst kape bobbiisg back aad forth 
oa £h® feorisoa ia oar eoaversatioa -— soa^body who und«rs£aads aa, soine- 
body to t^hoas I can go whsis I aead K© aalk. 

I'si sdways tS'ouisleUj you s®®» wh@a sons® of you ceiaa for counesliag, 
aud y©u says "Our c^ssasaicaftioa fefes broken dova." Whea psopl«s arm «eist ojsfc 
iato Shis xjerld ftwo-'by-ewOs that's cme ef ths purpc?sas that it genres » avea 
as coiasuaicatisa is IdeaKificatioa^ 

Th^T® is one ot1j.@J? thought that IM share tfith you. mm. Gcd 9«ads iss 
into this worM Ewo-!5y-r*?o aad pairs ti^ off j lite as aot It's with cm® ^lO 
ig efesys go5-ag £o Be a rsa-isder of ths porsos w© could bscome. That was 
alltaded to ©srlis?, I 'cold jf^ou eiaotit old Quiatoa lloag. 3I«. x?as the taaa 
&?h0 «r0!at ts3 work ia .£l>.« g.lJiSi?4 of LoHdox\. Hcs wse Gsd's sgeat of s,'®d«iaptioa. 
Ob© day £here. was a jsar* who yr&s sisgl'Sd uat for his stroagth ef character. 
S0i^b©dy salds "Hcs- aaa ycsis ras-sis so sfcroag ia thts faes of She gsmptatiosis 
that: ^«s kKOW soasa yomr *my?" He reaefestd iatjj his wsllae aad pulled out a 
soiifisd sad ££-ra photsjgs'aph e£ a ifi£,xj. ife said, "That's old Quintan Hoag ~ - 
h@ rodassmad k^ froai fsbs sI^ses,, Ossir«£s-a "iiiosig did ■- - and s».v©t-y Cime I'm 
^smptsd Ko ge ars^ray I £ak«» crut fefcis pieJ:KSs aiM look at it,, God gave ?aa 
t:h&t ssaa to hold oa »;o,*' You kao??, of eourss you do, and I know, that £h® 



Offily triad sad trtssesd asd triie firiead ehae say of us has is Jesus Christ, 
£h8 OBs afcov® mil oth&ra who w®li dssenres thm aieaa of friiand, but Imm&n 
&B ws are 3 la ehis ^©rld every sow assd £h®s «p® ia®®d oae persoE as ws don't 

a®®d aay &thmT p®rsea<, £© hold ob tSs, Isse w© g© off ths d..a©p ©ad. 

This seriBoa is belag preae'had for a ^^o~iold raasoa: your situatloa 
is nm&r hopelsss ss long ss ymi recogais© she fact that God has placed 
iE ehis -vgorM oub p&vson m touch four lifa for g©od as no oth«r psrsou 

csa — hQn<SBtlj !iew. 'feae's e faet., fhsre is «Me& a psrsoa in your life. 
Give sAanks to God. 

Thm other 0W« of the cois is ehla : God iaeettds that jou^also b® that 
kiad of persoa. A^d thexa could h& la ehis ssrld eaa psrsou for x^hotn you 
hsv® a messar® «f reapongibilley, ia the sight of God, ss a© other peraoji 
has that raspstsibiligy, Ilsa't fail God, or th.at parsoa, . . 

. <. . He ssua thsa Oi.r>s saot ca.g by c-tja, but £wc-"by"f;wo. 



(IMs serriKra «:rsase"ri.bed a@ sreeordeil) 
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GRACE » Marey and Psaee from God 
our Father and from His Son Jesus 
Christ, oar Elassad Lord. .Aases^ 

Sfeakespaarss Ib oa® of his playe^ h®g oa@ of his dxaraetertn sfter »h® 
has had & very difficul£ £i!ES» Jaaaziing toward horn® uadsr she aavsr of the 
darkaess of sight. Aad as she appsoachfss the place whai-® she's aecustaxaed 
to living, she fia£8 e slngl® Rimdl® hmcnim i» £h® ■srf.adof?. To her frissd she 
accompsaies hsr shs axelainis, "S-a shijasa a good dsed Ie & ©aughfcy werMI" 
Aad of eours® she was right. 

la a wosM tfe&t sasBis to h& tt^mrltig fas£«r ehaa v® esa haadiiSs is s ^'ortd 
that I sosassiaes irhiak le moving faster toward Kail thsa HsaTMtj it is easy 
to beli®v® or to tialaJi £hs£ darknsss Is se'ctiisg la upea isg rat&ar p@rtEaas®5:ly 
— £he sees of violeisfse that ws hoar, or that ws eesa aecoi-diag to the reports 
£hae cswB t& as, ©ir® easeagb t© OiSl;© aaj ©f as tura sour oa iif®. l-Iaa's ishu- 
aaaity ts asss., »■« bbj, TKm&s, mv&g:j 3is,gl® «a® of iss, BuS^ whse a diff.^rsracs 
a sisgl® sat of feliaasese ess siaks. If. brighC<S5£s up th«s %Jh.oia corss^r of life 
wh@r@ sad "-^hsa l4: k-iajipa3?,3, 

la co-mpaay wiefe J-'ortia^ -ulia it?ss am-priae-a aa^ plsas^d --jrif-h & good dead is 
& saaaghcy ^^orld, a^ssa of m? hi-r<f« our all-eG'e~f5(r-jjq=asat ©ssiiSii&s wfecss?, we shtak «he 
good «l®«sd is th® Sixe^ptios, fe-'^.e tb.s '^orld by asd large £•?. a vary sjaugfety plsee 
is whish £o live. S« let bs® st oacs iaa thi^ place afc thia tisaa ash yssis g ^©ry 
fuadaa^£«;al qnaoilcm.: Kaaft ip yo5jir baei<: v±mip rsgardiag lifsf Cosa sow', is 
it good? - {>r is i£ badf WiJ.1 goad av^s^taaAiy trJ-isasph? B© you hcrnvstlj fe®- 
iia^ffi it -" - or is i£ jtsee s msastsra ef vjiahfel thinking on yoEir part — sosEethii 
fto which you sabscirlba vfhlcb. all £®o .S0,sily disappesrg -i^hm tb,® agly ©ad th© 



'ti 



ustcward Kak« ±tm tall of you? 

».,,os have yem subscribe to the aaetioa ths« laayb* 
fe'lissi it's all @aM sad dcae th® wsrld is «5^11» aad good 
is S:he illission . . . ? 

A mae orders his dayss he ord©re his yasra, aceordiag -to bis b®8is philosophy 
of lif®, 

X kaow full well that whea I stand asaosig youj what yo« really fesv® com- 
mitted ysjursffilvsg to, ws're the followsrs of Ojae wko went aboat doiag geed 
while He %/as here on this earth. Ws Issv® aot fouad ourselves '^s-ithia feha gatb- 
erad eosspaay of t&s bslisvars of S-ataaic issflaeace^ We sr<g th« chiMr®a ©f 
God. W@ are tha c^aiJdrfia of ligfet, and sot this ehiidrssa of dark^aes. 

Mked aBOfels®r pxaacfess: of his peepl® oae day:- "Is Ufa ©ss®a tidily @^il 
though erosfjsd hssr® sad thisr® with goswij, or essautially good thotsgh jsarred 
St mm.j ^otntm by evil? T& &sk it -iifferasfly, sfhieh is ©sc^ptioasi is the 
world; good er s-^ll? A Bsrltiish iias^isk gl-^es t&s siftuatioa as most issa s®® 



'G<^.*s- plas ffisde -?, hopaful begisciag 
Bus a-aa gpail^ jtiia efeaac®^ by sisssisg. 
K® tfass that tlie sSerj 
Will @sd ira Giid'm glory 
But St she psrasaae th® ©tfessf sida's wiaaisg 
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It'g! a0t ?sy p?,iirpase to eoasffi feara sa thst aac:'«gd dask this aorsdag to carry 
on s ru3a>aiag coisssatesry aljosit th® pri3:s<s32c® of *vil ia this werM. I me. raaiisi 
®a®»gh to knofe' S:h6t 3if«5. hse a. mit!a>er of auf fie lest mitsw&rd msid ugly ©vests 
hsppeniffig all the tiw®. ^itht taarkad regtslaritys to sake esy »f as siie© his 
guard ec-iild la® dcwa i^stc* a cyaic. laS; It is a sistt^r asf rsicord tbst wfeeia 
Jssus v?s3 her® or. ©asrth Hs li-«r®d out; Shs days of His year® agaJjaat a world 
th&t was ugiyj, e*-ea Hsor^i: so thou. «tsrg» B'At th&Tm was a aisa oqm tisa ^ibs s@t 






d&rni his b^ic cosscapt of Jasus Qirist, It's a sjatser of record lis oas of 

the GoepalSg £ha£ ^lisa he tfeoaght af £h® dsy ia ^jfeieh Jas«s iivsd sad wh®a 
thcsighe fi.b©i3t Jiassis Chris £, ba gsisuply had ts ®ay; "H®Ee ??&© s sasa tsh® »@at; 



i£ sver *jeeur to you sbar, i® oar tisis; a£ psrseaai or mseioasl erisiSg 
for who® do w® look aost? -■"• soasmi* wh© rtspyaggsfcs a Ksssaire ©g iaEegrityj 
soaee®® ^^o parssalfiea gsc-dsessf, 'Kia*:''© She tmm t&ward who® ??®*li gya-^£sfe® 
,».oSs 'though £fea£ «?<gr«s God's perfacs aesijsr to as ■— assd is I 

Surely yoa kao's? I hBv& my wow^sitm whsa I saffsir s sasasasr© of despair » Aad 
f:as®a I ^®5B©2ss®r tti® --^sy Era©gf. H@ai.iag»sy pas ±t -"• fee had a w%y ^iefe words — 
h® referred to £h® ' .ssatf-srsd ssjaificsae® of £hs'. world*. Ha b-gs right. Fer 
all tfe® ©nj^idases ©f jsvii s£aek«Hl ?ap h«re aad thsrs 1© this pla.e® and that, £h® 
tmdsalsbl© tokea cf <ill cfes* is goad sm! holy rais®s i£s fesad Sg'iuiaphaafcly, 
ttis ysK and I muss fors'/er rsasKEbare I7ay isrs w® dssira t:© Jasus CIssrisf: th& 
way w® a^e drs&ia? - •- h®ca%ssm ia eiita divrkaiigd ^orld His sr«s tfe@ ligb£^ 
emadl® -=• ~ "- esll ie fey mxy aasaa yojs chos®® - « _ 

« » » a cmidl® eslisii. lov® 

, ■. ^& csadl® esils^ Tststfe 
<.»..!£ .all ecss^s ©at iy^ S&e sssg® -sfajs ii_ia^SiiS„?5.IMi...§M-i. '^®<^ '^i^*^ aandls. 
was b«r:'iiTag ia o-ar •mM&t> a iig!?.t, s'hst b©ci®$ n glo^f ?,k©s ^.© ©%rii saa p«t 

fhf^y tried it. ma5;'a the aessi/jig gsf Q&lvsiZf — @iril festsriag s 3ESB»sa£ of 

asd Gsat-a-Tisa^ Agais esd issrsa- eo (cff(;^ S-e-il erisa ie,, b?3£ I «?sy £a you wieh rf.! 
thm str®rsgsl:j t.hag I caxf. csasa-ifecl, Evil 5 ss,© maetsss hsts' strssg is seay fea, sl-sjays 
CMKsa 0?5£ saeosad. Ik i:h« h&tt^,& w:,fth GM^ GsedBass alwayis gs£g firs£ place. 



There's & texs for today's zasmsm* It will istrik® you & bit ©dd, Eesily 
Ecm — but 1«£ a© £®11 yea a iitei« bie about how th® test liapp®B«d to be 

??ri£e®a. it v?®s wrlSfisa bj » asaa who ss?? a grea.t dsal ©f iif®„.„.h® waaderad 
arouod feom pl^:« ts pi&c@ ssad was forev«r pwttisg bis fiager ap©a the palse- 
bsst of psopie. His oceupfiftioa vr«s a t®nt~aead®r. But ss fe© wss sasadiag bis 
teats fe@ would ^h-Mk <jb©ua psepl© wit'ia ©'hom h® bad eo-as Into ^ r^iatioaship , 
asd h® WGuld tht-sk afe^fsut tfe® %?ay God hsd e^s® iat© his life ssad. teucbsd hist 
for go@d. Cte#. day h-s ©at: down. Sa wrifce s letter to a gr©&sp of paepi® wks war© 
Christiaas wfeo li-vfisd ia th® iE^ssrisl aiad 'syiek^ alty of Rosmi, Aad ia tisat 
seesad chaptsr of Els® letter th&t he ^rots yms'il fiad elm 4th vers® that: 
reads gasEstMag lik@ thig; 

"Dosa't you kaow that J-£'_e_£fee_^gg^Baas^^of 

>|S5? that^s aa intsrssaisg ?9ay c»f sayiBg r.bis to people. Usually you mud 
I talk sfeeut Sh® HSMll ®^ ^*^ that s,E®k«s si sssss waia£ £© fea goed. Usisslly y©u 
sad I tiiisjk isE testas of pmsisba^Eafi aad threat , sisd 'the devil's golag go get 
yoa if yeu d<Kii''£ snead yc«ur ifays.' But blsiss £ii®. Aposelig Fssal'a :5©5sl, h® saygji 
"Look isroisad abotat ystt — isea thss svid@©e@ sf tod^s 

g©-.>dEass= Lsok losgiagly ia£o eh@ -"/er^f fac® ©f God hiojaeif . . 
,,.aad ®s® if fchat d«?-assi*£ aiska yara isrmz so feeecm© a ^o^, p®rs©a. A»,d if y©u*re 
alrsady & ge©d psssea., a b attar psrso^, 

fall S8 hosi-asfciy,,. w&ssr®ia is ye^ar ssoti-v-atia-a ia trying to g@t p«©ple s© 
b® b«tl:@:r tfes^s what thay sr®? 1 'h&v® te s^k ssyself this questies, Is^ tees? 
sgais »is.d g-yisr gjj ©f gisa w'fiaa 1 e©5is ts? gfels s^icr©^ dssk I alle^? ay®slf to be 
arsssps'i'eat ia ye^r xsd.d0£=. I spsikEik '?®xf fraaly laai fras&ly ^s'ir.'h yr*« f©s: all 
tls©®e y@srs efeat CJsd lias gi%-ec. s® ef feeit^g s pssiisj^, iHy© alsis had tla«5 
r®®p©ssi1jiAity of bsisAg asa adinisigtsr.'s-esrs &tid. th.&t ssgaas feriegiag to tk& mt- 
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t@ntio& of psapis cssrtaia ehiage ehat aasd go b® doHss, tryisag to gee ehsjs to 
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.».a6&' aosa® p®epl® get: stherg «;© d© a job by eoereiag 
»..8©s!s peopj.® gsfe ©fe&er.® to do © Jsfe by eajoliag 
...ascsas psopl® g«iS others fe© do a job by feoMisg av®r 
Shaia a threat: of rJissiissal.e,^, 
Psrhspd eheif® h&v® h®m tisms wh®a I look hack seroas ghe ysass sfeess i ©Jsould 
hs'^s eoHse d©^ hseviar thaa I dido Bat my fessic eoacept ha® always fee®a that 
asy aaa ^bo U pri-rileg*^ r.© Tfork is £i^^ Kl»gd©m of xh® Lord should hm-& rameon 
©jaough t© wme to do a gsod place of w^rk. Itt© i?»iy gt^odnmu of God iffispirss 
u®8 £h© if-sry lova ©£ God is -aassigh £o saaka gsods-sse a££raeftiv®, to siak® a® 

Would je'a parriiis as to sny i£ ™" X hava alt^ays b«iiavfeiJ &kgg; £o fe® G^'^© 
#1 eard ia His liaadf ¥© Mt,ra eisr mMs^ats ^Imn mi cikj thiak of Gsd sa th® 
g?®s£ gs^iar ^irho ig iilwa^.© tiikiag a risk %-i.i:Si ?z£. ,s.iad Ilk® &m soe, eh® ssrd 
thMt H® prsifars e« lasij ie Hie haad is alwrays th&t of lev®. 

I subscribe io tlss basic aotiesa tisiat by aad largs, dom dasp iasid® svery 
Offis of -as thsr© is feha psssibilisy etsafc wa eaa K@sp©ad t© 'Sfe® gesdaess. i'iaa 
is js^^s s®B.?it:ivsi t^t sissaosy.. . »ia®» is g*© mads «;b&£ hsi caa sa <3©BS£iaBCs-' 
steiektsa.-, Jissa is s© i:^^J@ that gaOiS^ass iaevrissbiy "iiffis its appssi. 

drawE i-sastiaetiirslj His tlsis psga aM to th%t p.agQ„ Ta^ra is «m® ayfiai a'ffissag 

Christ. I'll read you &sm se&& af ita liaesi 

"Hsr# ssa I sh©e,s® hut i@%-f?. Ilis-s, Osd's d^m' Son„ 
J®si'iSs lovslisast sad im^st lov-ing ©j?.,sl 
Ifera r.k'cf.ra a© hss-nrasa t@ gsiaj. eo hell e© fl«»,» 
For wl^i: thou erg; alosa© I must hsw^ thmmJ'" 

QM am fie t& tty t& wiu ths vqtM ts Sis side, wfes£ did He <io? H-s 1®£ 
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i®os® is, tfei® ^o^ld s tfes is?l:i© traac ^©«t doiffig gcacssis -who ia&rodaesd a &|;3gd 
saaw di^asiga to 1^®^. whids is £hs 'irisry g©g4u.®®s s?f God.. 

Sasfisi wfeicfe w.msss.s ^sA-"'- "-^^ Sfe® bsss* cf t!a® ^^it^erss g&s4a<8£s r@5asias«, tod 
£lsat'® wliy as©® of ur» balie-ra etee it's possibl® h@r3 ©s «sre,h fcjr urn t>y refleet 
a asas®«gr@ &i ttiaft gaodassSs asii to ia£ffc^ssc® the he&v^imlf di5s.a^si@s sss. 

I SEC® heard ±t said fehse Tkosias Carlyl® stirtsggled ^i£!a his balis£% sad 
©a® S:iiE@ he tOi»k a friaad £© bssr © sisa whe was .a4m3r£is®d ©e s IaeitsE'c<^s sad 
Ms Iseteres wo^ild 4#ai with the thsiu® ©.€ "tod," Carlyl© lisid fcls firi©sd wssS 
b^saiias th&j -i^c^xm £oM li@ «5^a@ gaiag So ©stablieli a a^is® js§ia»|_ God •»"- a© 'ems 
®s g.¥Oirrad m£hsis£c H© v^as s ^fsry eisvar chap-, ssd s '^©ry Issraod. I:©!!©*?.-, /.ad 

iB©isM nullify tlsa f set ©£ G@-5 »«,,, 

^ip®lI-bauB:l fey £&® m&n who feeM a'tes-.i la eh® palm ©f feis 
r,asd ijfiils hs built a e«s® sgaiasi: Gcil, ^d ag &e. asar-si! 
eke C'T^ittlitsioa, Csriyle^s frisEcl is supts&sse ft© Issva said,, 

CariyI® asidg "Oh ko^ it dsaasa'Ci Jfet for ate! Hs oeiil 
lias t<? deal 'W.i;!^ th® feat of asj jsotlias, F©r £!i4s oaa poiat 
tfesfc jrm csm't argug istiss !£ e&aes t^j tb® ©slsSissee of God --" 
yos Ssai'?! siissw \;.hM faet of G«m ^fkss yos fehis?ik, o£ the g»&da®sia 
as pffisrsiseifia:! bf oss parsoa-,"' 
IfettM yoB IjaiissTS ss if I w^sa go fi®ll yoa sfeaK iis X li^e cut t:fe« days ©f 
e;^ yssrs^ I fiisas s^saif i'asft'vsiraasely ehisMag eiss^sltaEasasly ©f Sod aud sertaia 
■p®ml&, Aiiay gr:a slao iirsf^its^la proof ©f s!8,« gesaiisss »f fed., la sejissaay "isb. 
amy laaasfesi: ©f psapl© I lesk Waefe si: this fcies ef tks y«s.r Kfs tfes safes^sls fclsafc I 
actsiadsdj froa t?kieb I gsada&t«aij a ssapus liars: sssi si essptss Slasr® ^sr© I 



It-wed,, md always fear® Imi^m ispoa th@ horisos ofss psrofsssor ia particular ^ 
isa't that rigfee? 

OS FrMsy slg&ts I ®s£ ih®s ocisaiBioasllys "f®ll sm abs»u£ slie taachers ^ao tmmt 
tmut to ycy.." Aad I al^s-ys gat sa aaswisr. Thescm's al^ysys oa® who 3<sss-as to sfiasd 
sbow £be others , asd afeays is's oisa ?^o l&tt a asrked iaflueaee fsr gaod ~~ s^ad 
gracieesiy ae^ ispoa tas lif® ©f the pupii, 

Ab^bs ©11 Sbat X hsd a£ S«d?issyi, euerss was Qtie ^^to wasi In a. ciaas ail bv 
hia^glf s Harney Dsasisl Hsoveir, ^ose grasaddaiiglster, by she way, &£ oa® Kisaa w^s 
a S2eial»@x ©f tfeis easgregstrica , la sold us k«*? ^?hmm hs 'ifaa yoimg la ths taiaisftry 
h@ sp®a£ s lifisla £iisa isi Chiesge^ Sois^ady csits aad ssM, "Would you cosduc;.; a 
fi3®a?al sarvies xor tisis psirssa aljc iiied?" Eaaas ti&t^^ b®iag as is is, th@ i:sr- 
SOS was qaick t& te.ll him that sfea wsm a v^aia* of ill Tepvitm^ ^jo aada'£ li^eti a 
ve.rj ®alutffl;ry lifca. . . .%f®llj ws.ae coixld you m:&zct in tfes siii«&s of Cljieago? 

,..BMt S:r„ Iiac5-i?©j: said fee -w-esild C0adi?.s?; fj?e i(mm:fU, service for ths womar<.. 
Asd as®a baiag y^ysg ia yaars?, a^ had fco ^eeida for tii^asalf — - la ths ssrmoa tliat 
he ^^ald pr^aefe i\t tfest f?sieral s®r<?ie©, he v&a Zemta-i ta Kalk aboufc £he v^irafth 
of Goti, , . , Kit® wag^iK of s?i3... ,,to ^ing tfe® ehsegsa sml ta cmi& d&w& hsi&vilv. .h^d 
tds©a h«t eaagfes: IsiEjgslf short m& said to hisselfc, vJ&y, tljey kiaoK sll about sml 
Tamf Ismw maaZ Hsill is Xifcal tasy J.lv« ia i£ avrtsy day. 5*hsy faiow wasis sis Ik 
lite ■-•" ±t killed has-. So ha saM ^o hiaaaif ,, I «jijj ssCt £alk sboat ths ^JS'stli 
of God, ,»»..» I' 11 £aii: iiboi^a -^--^ lS3{® ®f Si>d, 

Sar®iy she ss£il@ ef fa?-or iEu«t have <n;oiu3 fr-cia ilaa^sa sbo^Sj asyi par£icnlsriy 
fr©5s £fee %G3tl© !i-a«il, wke said smmtMug ia ttiis fcesi,; for Kaday's ©ssinasa --" ''AM 
Gos't JQM kaffif Skis — is's 2-fi.a MSS3SMS. *'^ ^'^ that*?:. ffis&asH; £o s;3,ka as ?it££t®s' 
thsM s-s as-s." Aa-i so pr©T3 fche p©int5 Chfist was mlii.Bg te dia ™ fos: usj AM 
you doa^t gsa a bssser doaa of goodasss ehais fcaato ited that's wor£h rissisiaberi^?', 
Tbat^g wsy aos^ af us ar© i^jjasags of tfes £ae£ feae -?a^re saofc batter th& ^?a ar^s^ 
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Sejaiiai - Pastar Hs^^i-orid Sbakaeri 



"h'HBSKM MXXUm^BVSD" 



Father aiKi from HJ;s sosi Jesijs CkmciBtt 



V&^Sk scsnet-hizig c&n bs oaptorsd, ami raf 5.ec&3xi 3s Kagaifiosntly axsd au 
raajastically as tl-^ati. as the sh-^isng of Ifes hQs:i^a vdtii whicij v^'ve jiast dealt ^ 
surely tba e^jsr^ itsslf oiMvi xiot to i>3 fcsrgatts!:^. It-.'s hi tha.t sivamtea: ^d 
in that jtco'l -ii":at I «o.as to t±ils g^acsrei :3ask on, tMa, the Si^iiday aftsc tfee 
i^-sosssiori of o«r Blessed liijrdn 

Bi2ss.ly the Jisoei^siofi ck^a^s^t hcTjcj nearly tiws ^i'f^ipeai of dirif^tertaSf surely 
jiCffc fchs <K^eaJ, of Samex, But fox siiartie \:^pc5r?, v&> it ^le ^laiM ever alJxw ,it 
to l:M3C!C!:iie a forgoi'tgra day in -tiie csaisrisSar of tte Ciiurc^. 

let iiKi iHTig-'diatel;^ reaiM yv>u what 5y;:t;esis:t.cn rs^r'sses^ta. It rsporesesats 
3l5{,we all e.l.iie acr>-.e*^a'iiaxt. aKf.i -^ricrtiorj?. '.Eia asisigmimit givcai to cur Biassed 
Lcw'd had bc*??'^, ac»c!%'las,te-i» Ife dki all tli-::. t;;?^ Fatliia' had rr^gioirai of iliia, 
i&2 did it. victs5r^u&Jor<' ^^^ Ajayjjtig li^;taj j;;i;s fiKHia«;u»e of v^sars xsgon eafctj:iy iie 

Sk; keiyrsing vsxth yofi Z sit bavic ev^jEy r-s^.vr and thaa cmi t^iinl';. tsbout wl%at 
cxmSxl be? ze&sxrsed tc> aa "Gseat i-Saiuaits" in CKi-j';? l;l£«> I s'OuiaTter wtea I first 
vfaat to the E^.lj- l>j.rd and sfc'-:xl ok-s aikfht caa t-.\^ .;>iOicnv; of tiie ^^.iScansicKu I. 
did: exactly what i»ii?,.; »3?i3.d hi'CTe <to^, X trisaS ti> id3n\*i% with wi-ia,t tcdc place 
ther^., I teied tci thiiik of hov^ J^sst^ Christy l^v-^.ag sp^'it thrae years ? thssi 
aj:c5«^;icad ttiars far fte Xsst ti^fie to .iti.s dAaaipJfjas a^ li:'i,iiS»^;is# cmi as xla. re- 
txiLTiSd tiO Esa*i^nn lle^ garve tlvsa a ].s53rt.ijy:j cc^iaarKir. asxl He sal'.''. -— "iic^i^f von go "- 
you pri3Qj»(, yoii, t^aanh^r ^'ou rcaica disclpis-5^ }fou ibapfcize* »., .-vc^ foe H:y witrvasses*" 



I also Tc&:v^tb&i tl-jat havirig dorm that .ba^/ii*j cfesje tlmt.- and after lie 
disappeared fetsa their sight, they stood that^^, and Qod's rsprasi^tati'wes, the 
sigels, caiis ails':! said, 'n-^' do .yc^ stand thare? l-t^ do y<ai gaae Mly x^p iato 

iiaavea?" . » . a feea trsnslatic^ of all fchat £Dilc3wa.i €mxM bes "Get ^vi-ai it 
xvMi YcRx hesKrd v*>at Ife said - - gp «^30i2t liis v;c5±.i" 

Has it ewr cccia.xed to ycm that a good caid prnp^f 5j;Kler3fcai)ding of the 

C3xri,.stian a^iaxfi could be that it is tte s-ii^tBnsiori of tiiis itd.iiistsry of Christ 
i3s earth. 'Ei^^y1±i:tt3g tliat Jaa«s Qirist cl?.d wM.1q Ife, was bar<3 <m oetrth Hs 
expects VB to go cm. doiixg, ife ga>«» us that re3ixmsi±d,lity.. toid in ojxier to 
■'leis it aofxi-iplisfoadi, Ub gav^ tjs tte parocuise of the Holy Spirit by wrddi v.??, 
•i'4ouJ.cJ he asjebled to ckj v^mt Ife sai^ ws: outfit -^-ss cte„ 

X have .TVi^ rfiaiisntsi LlkeRiis© -^^yan I sit bajx< sM I &%• to ji^'sa.U", wh3.t if 
Jesfjs CSirist ^-»,^?d sss^dsKly re-appasr bafore I expact-^d iUsa to OQm.f and Ke 
SfKxld aarf to irte-^ "ife%' .is it goifAg? itiat p-i:^:^ress ha^;5i «,'oi?, r^de? vci>. kTssw 
'Alist I ajqpact fear, yasa am fello?'? d-'uKapIes - •" tei^ iij if. goirag?" 

I nRVB S3:k an3^\~r fesr llitn. You're mti.«M to. ,kija'>> vitiat it is; 

"Kxjt -vissry ',*al.i, I^m arsS FfesteTf not ■'j^sty »3ll„ it's & 
mgiycy facragh assigs,>23it thst Yc«i gjji're -sk^ '.Sas '^leivjf is 

^«id i£ Ke v,«re to X'aoly in -tiiojs^g'B jarrpa^ i tidxilic I «xfi?ld i=i^r Him s^ to i^Kss 
"Vfeli. yjJasc else is wsf^l liba- j!?^ ieHiisg Ma? Ifc^i? dk> 
it^i m-^^oBs I fom>i it -Sd-tien I was l>;arQ? I ta'^*;*; '/arj? 
wera '.5&'m I gay© yos-i tiis ciBgigrsti^jt it ?»s3ald ziot be an 
ea^iiy c«^^ Bat it is & yjasKSsasy OTiS/'' 

i*:5« three's a tvasct fox tj^riay-s i3<i«:rK,:ri5 d:P ooars-a thisa:& is. ^His tasd; is 
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feisxi iu tJ^ 5th vex?3fa of tl^ i.st chajTter of tsis G-Jspe.l tK?:xrdin.g to Jc^'in. 
In CTf trcTuSiatiiaa it redida Like tMs: 

A CSJri3ti^i^ is iisssvit to jEBsi-saKi t» his assigEsnar^t, a Gifistiaja is nisant tx) 
sssipcarsd tf:> life reslistically. But j^isi arsd I do wali at this pomt to reoog- 
m.2s tlv^ fiffcrt ttjat darkness e!d£:ts. Ei^ is all azxnird vis» /urid a-^a of the 
laa-umtabie -tedisja te .be saia abo^it rrBirj' of ts is tkis, x^!ei psvimt oursssXves 
to bticone .■uiiSes^lt.i'tFe to tiis fact of evi,!-, t'sa uay psaauit csirselvBS to becos;® 
QBtidx±}l3k& ami tuoi av'Tj.y fesci it. i^ad all the vi^iJ.e it's goissg abcKst its 
\^ly \'?ixck ajjd raixd«j it« isgly l-^ad. Evil eadstSo 

Sata». ia sMmm goixag atxr^it dciBg Ms day's viOiKKr asd sxlght's a«^. 'mi&H. 
SaaetiiT?®s he «^:Ka&;a« i-i UKaoQ;®cted r:;3aa2S> ijn g(j5arbS2

H. G. Wdslls, bless his soul, reflected ia this vela sad lamented: 
"As aighfc goes v&mifj. the ear ah 9 always there are hundreds 
of thousaads of people who should be sleeping. They are 
lying awake ia their beds. They are fearing a competition... 
they are dreading the fact shat they wight aoe be able to 
oak* go0d....£hay are ill of some illness they easmot 
comprehend..., they «re distressed by soma irrational quarrel,... 
. , , they are maddened by ©case thwarted :Ln&\:i&et or some suppressed 
sad thwarted desire . * . " 
Ss I suggest to you that terns is by nature a fearful creature, and there *s so 






Yet when wa fcegia life, didn't they tell as ia school that wa begirt 
with at least two instinctive fears? A child is afraid of falling — that's 
why we always held a-, child this way, yon see, as an infant, giving that sup™ 
pertive touch » for a child is box® with a (ear of b«iag dropped.*., 

...•a child is also afraid of a loud noise. That's why aataa of 
ks ia ska presence of infants naturally talk softly, and whisper. 
We have been .led to believe that: a child is afraid of & lead noise..*. 
tf» begin the days of our years as fearful creatures, sad thee, all along the 
line w® acquire any number of others. 

ted yet God who deals with, us is always telling us that we ought: as a to 
be afraid. Sid It ever eesar to you how frequently God is saying to us: 

"Bos'* be afraid . . . don't ba afraid , . . don't be afraid . . " 
So you ratasfflber when the announcasisnt ease that a Son of His was to coxae into 
the world and God says, "1 est going to give you a Saviour" - - and they were 
awes truck..... and eh® angel said, to the shepherds ©f Bethlehem: "Don't be 



afraid ' • • • • • ■ i 



. , . »de you rsaeasber how whesa they vm&t to the 
Resurrection Garden, heavy on their hearts wass the 
thought of a dead Christ, sad the voices of the sag®!: 
"Fear not - - He isn't here" 

....simply to suggest all over again, Sg& Is still ia control, (ksd will not be 

defeated . . . . 

• ..•do you remember how, when a heedful c-f disciples 
w&ra soiflewhat concerned about the impending death of 
their lord and their Saviour, and how Ha called then 
to His side quietly and calmly and spoke to them with 
she utmost of confidences "Let not your heart be 
troubled, aad don't be afraid =" 



- , . ■■■■'.'.-: : ■:":. 

„».»God i» slwsyg saying to us: "Boa't be afraid." To thosa whs pat feh&isr 
trust in Him, this is His first wars» Bui w© are fey nature fssrful. 

How all of this is triggered by today's Gospel lessen. Do you reaasaber 
it? - that 4 th chapter of the Gospel according ta Mark, Jasus had besa with 
His disciples. For oae rstaaran or another they decided to cross the lake, They 
get ija a host* And while tfe@y wer<s out in the rafter, a storm casus up a just 
like that! 'Ehey war© ia danger of drowning. Th&y were greatly disturbed. But 
there an ehe ship Jesv.s was sound asleep! naturally they w&keaed Sim* Aad 
when they got Bias awake they took Biro &e task, as much as S© say, "Doesn't it 
trouble yoa as all with vast's going sal Can't you (see our Safety is at stake? 
Why don't you do something? - - really row!" 

4! .y©i re I'd that oassag© agaia sad that's 
just about th* manner arm the mood by which they addreas ehelr lord a&d Saviour 
M •...because they did believe thee Hs ^auld coaferol tho wind sad the waves ...and 
hare He was, soisBd asleep. They wars panic-stricken. So Jesus Christ « awakened 
tben 9 always the master of the situation, controls the «iad sad the waves. 

But Jeeus Christ ia sever satisfied juar, to perform a miracle. You've got 
to remember that. He's sot to be reawmbered as a wondar-^'CTker . But when He 
deals with us ia whatever our eituaticn may be, Ife IwRsdiately gives Himself 
to a greater concern, aad that is she oature of sur predicament, Ha discovered 
that they were fearful. Assd so He reiiss two questions, sod She text really 
that I'm about to imM fco you now, the ith chapter,* fche 40th verses 

"And Jesus said to thsm T Why are you fearful? 

S*5^I_^-„2SH-^S££«EJ"! little fai |M^ 
Th® text basically is a cms-, study ia Swo questions, where the second question 
bes-amsjst the answer to the first question! l^v - j^ i \jjou TOi afraif-,5 : . 

Why deu't you have faith? 
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Sosm&k® has observed that perhaps the universal passion of aaen is fear . 
It tasty he hard for you to believe , but there are some people, I think, who 
ara incapable of loving. Sot ®v<gryc«5© lias a loving tejspsraasent or disposi- 
tion. I'm sorry to have so tell you that* 

I'm equally happy to tall you that there are sos®. people who can't pes- 
aibly hate. We think of tham sad w<§ always think of the® kindly asad warmly. 
They s«Q5a to ba incapable of having a dislike for anybody. 

And while there sa&y be rosss pesspla who can't hate, and while there isay 
be some people who can't love, there isn't anyone, ses it would seem, who 
doesn't at one times or another becoms afraid.-. 

Victor Hag© wrote a trilogy, as yaw xeay remesfear. Is recognised man's 
fear of nature and wrote "The Terrors of The Sea"..... he recognised asan** 

fear is socisty, and he wrote "Le® Miaerabl«a M ....he recognized ass's fear 

of fed, and he wrote "Notre Dame d@ Paris," 1 suggest to you that each of 
us has his owa trilogy of fear, and each of us can write his own book, There 
are sob®, as I have field you before, who are afraid of the past. They look 
back aad they remember, sad they are haaatsd by the thought that maybe sorae- 
body else will look la.ack sad reKsaabsx, because w<g esa be very creel, you know. 
w i fesrre a way of iaiprisoning sc«a people in the pest... we razaeiabar their act 
of Indiscretion, acmabody whispered it to as if we didn't find it oot for 
ourselves - - an act of stupidity, en act of folly — it happened. And there 
are those who are always afraid that sonasbody else will find out* As the 
yaars have costa and gone they've responded to God's grace. They've bacons 
bejMyMr, they're stronger and nobler, because ©f seste sinful thing in another 
year ....... hut then there are always other people ^he can never hav® dene with 

^•-.•isabody else's past. 
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And we Christians sometimes must h® very audi ashamed of ourselves 'foseausa 
we have a wjsy of iaprisoaisg people its their past. £nd 'ahsn we do that we 
sever give God ©sough credit for allowing His grace to become operative in 
tbeir lives, l^eopls can change. And not always for the worst, What mates 
life worth living is the face that they can change, change for the batter. 
But sorae p«opi© are afraid that others may not deal that graciously with them. 
And they 9 re afraid of th® past. It h&m a way of catching up to then. AM yet 
1 must say to you with all the strength that 1 can ceanaad, mid don't yon dare 
forget it - - srsmry ©aint has his past* and ©very sinner ha© his future -— 
thmk& to the grace of Gad*. 

Is the second of his trilogy of fears that each one of us can write far 
himself is tha fear, aot simply of the past, but the fear of the ££3S£S!&* Zt e ° 
80 iaascap&fe let And you sad I become locked in to that Uganda of life which is 
labeled today. It's today as 10:00 o'clock that X have £0 make that decision 
.....it's today at 11:00 o'clock that I have to meet that man that I have been 
trying to avoid , and, 'she confrontation is going to take plae® — today. It* a 
so inescapable. And ehere are sea® people who get up in the rooming afraid of, 
what the day will briag bemmm& they know that's on the agenda , and they seem 
so terribly, so grossly inadequate to meat it. r fhe past, that's over. The 

In our trilogy of fears aa each man ■mcltmm lis own book, there is the fear 
of the future . Mbo knows what St say bring? And whan we look at the record ©£ 
other people we say to ourselves, It could b* our record, too. ifed we become 
crippled by it. For a number of years when 1 would fill out an application 
form, thst medical i&sm for life insurance* I ( © know a measure of delight in 
shacking off all the things I x^ar had* 'xlmx the last timss I filled out one 
of those forms it suddenly occurred to me that all the things I hadn't gotten 
X could still yet get! Just because it hasn't happened is so gua/msfee it 
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won't occur* My heart goes out t& people who find th®msslves increasingly 
troubled by a lack of peripheral vision. My sympathy was there completely 
when the other day, driving up Solesvill© Road" and veering off to Franklin, 
suddenly, seeaingly out of nowhere, that car esse right by as. I hadn't sees 
it before. Aad whae I ragaiaod a measure of coaposure I thought to myself* 
how many store, aaar-iaiases bafora it happens! It could, you sea. It happens 
to other people. It could Imppmi £© me. 

My heart goes out to the msm. in business who reeds 1st the journal mbm.Z 
aa acquaintance of his who had had a partner ship. They had had the partner- 
ship for a quarter of a century, and tha& one laoraiEtg h@ discovers that he's 
had a partnership with a scouadrel. Now at that stag® is life whan he' had 
been lookfeg forward to retirement years* he finds hiaasalf with nothing but 
losses on hi® hands, aad hm has to make good. It happened in zlmfc partner- 
ship - - - what guarantee do I tasve ia the future tAmt it couldn't hmrtsm to 
aet, reasons hiss friend sad acquaintance. 

• . . .within their circle they happen to 
know somsbody ©ho has been saarried 34 years. Suddenly 
hM decides? fee dossa't waat to live with her any longer — 
or vice versa. Thsa she gays to herself, that's the 
s»istar of the vomas. who left,. Will Charlie divorce iae 
when we have as empty nest? 
....so they bececte afraid of what could happen -v..... 

.....teat KEeHis, sha never had a sick day isa her life. ... one 
morning she feels a lessp trader the left breast... she goes to 
the physician and froa the physician to the surgeon. ..he dis- 
covers ©fei.^rss in his examination* Bags prognosis is net good, he 
gives her ihree~to~four stonths. H@ v is rights sib© die® within 
fourteen weeks. Ear sister reasons within herself . if it 



.'.--.. 



happened to Efallia* could it happen to a»T 

^— - 

■.».©»« fseM the future » yea see s fearfully. 

Whma you and I face the future fearfully we are crippled. ....For whatever 
alaa fear is. it's the great erippler. I* taps our rasoureaa s&d saate oa 
weak, Jaaua Christ is always saying to us, "You don't have to fes afraid be- 
cause while X «ay not be able to control your situation, X cau have something 
to deal with as far as your predicament is aoneeraed." A man's predicament is 
always vfe&t fee does wita the&s* things that affect Me. You sad X may not b© 
able to control tdtia things that eossa o«r way, but. ws can control tfaa way we 
handle th«au If yea can't take m? word for it, I wish I could parade In front 
of yeu ssow the witness of peopl© that I've known who have told tsse the terrible 
thing* they feavs had to face is life, he* they've faced thaw aat in thesis ©wa 
resources but as they've dram upon the strength of God. Shis is why J emus 
Christ says, "I will not leave you. M .....thia is why Jas-os Christ says, !: J 
will not forsake you,"..... this is why Jesus Christ says, "I wiU always h& 
with you." Skisa is why the ?sal«ai«t, centuries before Jesus Christ, could 
write S3 the first Use© of that unforgettable Psalm., "the Lord is lay shepherd* 
I sha£l not wast." Stare is auch a thfeg as Providence — a God who provides, 
come wind or weather. 

I shall not fault imj man for 'bstag afraid. We are hy nature fearful. 
But with all the grace and strength 1 can eonmtaad 1 am in duty bound to remind 
you, God says, "Bring your fearfulness to see and let tae speak to your predica- 
taent lest you beemn© crippled." 

There's as old legend that I oust tall you in case you haven't hm.t& is 
before — a legend, new. It goes hack year upon year, is. Asia Minor. A 
peasant is riding in his cart toward Constantinople... and as? fes's sridius toward 
- Constantinople fee. seas a 'hooded figure. . , .he discovers it to fern a vmp.zn fey the 
sida os the road... he invites her uv sit cm the seat alw&gsM® of hiss as th&f 
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trudge along to Constantinople* Ha's intrigued aod fascinated by this crea- 
ture and ha looks at her aad says, " ,! ¥h© aira you?" 

...now 1 should also tall you that la recent weeks there had been the •dread 
cholera iss that section of tha world, and he said to her, "Who are you? "...and 
she said, "X ant the dvuad cholera." 

. . . . las tinctlvely he wants t© push her off the seats, gat rid of her. Shu stays 
his hand, and ahe says, "Please take at to Constantinople*" "Why should I take, 
you to Constantinople;, if you era the drsad cholexa? 51 Aad aha said, "If you 
take his there, I promise yoa I will kill oaily five people." ifes compromises, he 
takes fear to Constantinople, but sh<s says, "I will keep «sy promise* aad as a 
surety h@re is this dagger - - I take it from jay hand aad give it, to you — it's 
the only weapoa ia the world that can kill ice. If when you end X taset ia Con- 
ataatinopla 1 have not kept my promise.— I promise you I will kill only five 
people — if I've &ot kept that promise, then you can kill ffla." 

...they continue on their way, they arrive Is Constantinople . Three- days 
latter he discovers that five hundred people have died of cholera , that was the 
report. He does of course whet you would hav® done — - he goes looking for this 
creature. ..he finds her.... ha raises the dagger, about to kill her. Oaee mors 
she grips his hand and she says s "Bufc I kept my promise S 1 killed ©sly five - - 
fear killed all the rssst*" 

Fear is the greet cripplsr. We who believe ara fortunate. There is one 
who said, "You don't have to be afraid", the west precious of all things is 
this: stsiaed by original sin, afraid that we're consigned to hell, God gives 
us owe Saviour j our Rts&eemer, and says to those who believe: "Don't be afraid, 
even of your sin. I'll wash it away by the blood of the Lamb." This I most 
certainly believe. 

K & w 

(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 



Sermon - Pastor ! ymond Shshean 

The Siacth Sunday After Pentecost _ ______ _ '••'••'" !_La |£*2_ _ 

"SO LIVE PEACEABLY*' 

(SACS, Mercy and Peace frost God 

owr Father awl from His Son Jesus 
.^JgAg^jL-<>«y...BXe8e-a3 kord* J_S£5s_. 

Let me begin this sermon by asking yoa Co de something for yourself. 
You aeedE*K stand oj>, you don't have Co speak aloud, you don't have to identify 
anybody by name. But for yourself, now, this exercise: think of somebody that 
yoa know who is a very s very good person, ao question about it. Think of some- 
one you know who is a very good person. .•• . 

, ...now think of that same person as one who happens, on 
occasion, to make life difficult for yon. Good people* you know* can da that 
to one another. That's why the little boy who was heard saying his prayers at 
sight, "Dear Cod 3 make all the b&& people good - - Desr God, stake til the good 
people nice!" 

good people can't always be as sice, as they ought to be, las*: because good 
people happen to be human. And just because we happen to be human we can get 
on one another's nerves, we can Irritate <&&ch. other, we can give people a bard 
tixi&u Honestly we can. That's why it was no surprise for ate, when as I was 
reading vay Bible I ea&e upon this text, the 18th vers® of die 12th chapter of 
a letter that Pen! wrote to a group of Christiana who lived ia the imperial city 
of Rra&'g - - - I gay to yoa, it's no great sux prise to as. Realistically I under- 
stand full veil that be was writing to Christians.... 

. * . . I knev full well that ha was writing to people* who claimed 

•Jesus Christ as lord and Saviour. . . 
. • . .1 know very well that he was writing to people who said they 
wanted to exemplify in their 0%*& lives the spirit of 
J®s«3s Christ* . . 
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I knew that h© was writing to people such of this caliber. But I also know 
that when he wrote he said, 

"?il f possible a as far as i t depends an you» 
^.i ve peaceably wifrh^all," 

You get it 9 don't yea" Evan the Apostle Paul had to admonish Christians 
that they ought to master the art of getting along well with sm<& another. One 

is brought up a bit «hort at the introduction: "If possible" does that 

imply that one just can' t get along with som© pee-ple? that some folks saa 
asak© it so difficult for them? Wall relax, my friend, don't misunderstand 
ma — I've had a perfectly good week with you. None of you in Saint Luke has 
given we a hard time this past weak - - - I'm not speaking to you out of frustra- 
tion. I'm speaking to you a® a student of the Scripture, a lover of the Word, 
8 follower of Jesus Christ, one called to be the shepherd, the bishop of your 
souls, ©ne constrainfsd to offer a godly admonition. 

One of the high values that we place upos this congregation by some of us 
is the realisation that God has given us, in our relationship with 00® another, 
a measure of Heaven. There are people who refer to Saint Luke Church as 3 
Family in God, where peopla do get along together. But this is not always true 
of every Christian congregation, I had a colleague who served a parish once, 
and the name of that congregation was "All Saints" — All Saints Church. He 
was there only sis months until he said s "I think I'll re-name the church -- 
'All Saints~&ut Oaa 1 " 1 

Sow no matter where you may go, no matter what ycur course may be eventually, 
you run across that one person who has a way of giving you a difficult time. And 
it can happen within the Christian family, it can happen withia your household... 
....it can happen whsxe you work. ...it can happen in your carpool.»,.it ean 
happen in your neighborhood. Does the Christian church have anything to say, 
is there a Christian perspective? Of eoura© thars is. And that's why the text 
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cossuands attention. Says eh® Apesti© Pauls "If passible. . . . , " 

Realistically speaking now, sometimes maybe w« just can't quite resold© 
It. H&ybe that's why some people move away fro® srtvsre they've lived. Maybe 
that's why eome people fsse! constrained to change jefes — they jaet can't 
quite hassle It, they can't cope with it. "If possible -- - " say® the 
Apostle Paul, but wh&s h® says, "If possible — " he's always saylsg^ keep 
is mind, the ideal to live peaceably with all saga« This is the ideal: learn 
to get along with one another* As Bsnjaisin Franklin said at. ah* Constituting 
Convention, whan t&ese eoloaiss mors belssg fashioned into a state, "If we doa*t 
learn to g&t along with o&a another, they surely we'll hang separately." 

Utt .are meant to get along with one another. It stay take a bit ©f doing, 
it may take a bit of striving, and always by the help of the Holy Spirit, don't 
forget that. "If possible , as far, as it, depends, on you - - " - - now underline 
that part of the text: ' ! af_far_ l ^s_i^Jiejg®^^_3a^xg5ii. , ' & Christian is always 
meant to be & peace-ranker , a Christian is always meant to be a reconciling 
agent. A Christian is m-*ant to fe*a one who examines himself and says* what east 
I do to contribute peace and harmony? How can I saake. myself lass a part of 
the problem aed becciaa part of the answer fey way of which this cm he resolved? 

X know very well, of course you do too r that you may act be responsible 
for the way people amy r« -spend ©r remet to what, you are,, but in the sight of 
God we are responsible fcs Him to strive after peace. And if Christians cannot 
do it, then where on the :&csa of this earth «aa it happen? 

Jean Paul Sarte, the Frenchman, wrote & play sailed "Ho Exit' 1 ' ™ ™ and yon 
may remember one of his vary, vary provocative lines, m he thought of people 
asd became involved in hii. relationship with them, they were always g-sttiag 
in his way and always demanding things, has ©aid? •''Hall is other people! " If 
only they weren't there. They're the ones who tasks is difficult. But other 
people are there, asd you sad I most live with them, we're not meant to be, 
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hurt, we're set meant to separate ourselves from humanity, It becomes tha 
Christian to gse along. 

X ®&e<a sad a £ri«ad ? a tsxj good friend, school- teacher rather, nsaybe he 
shouldn't have baa© a school-teacher, because he loved school when tha kids 
weren't Snare! Thay caused him so reach trouble,..* 

. ...X once heard about s preacher who said he had a dream 
of an Ideal parish silica offarad him as ideal church structure. ....he had 
"hi® study asd he had an enclosed passageway that lad directly frosa his 
study to the pulpit. Ha wouldn't have to traffic with people is. the 
meantime, h<& wouldn't have to deal with them at all. What h© dida't 
realise was that he'd b© tarribly Ineffective la the pulpit if that 
idaal were to c©rae true, because he ( d become a bet?:©!* servant of tha 
Lard axad a more ef fective preacher only as ha has relationships with 
people. . . . 
" If possible - - ''"' said tha Apostle Paul, - - "as far as it depends && yen, 
live peaceably with all - - - " 

Bo yes mind if I suggest a series of guidelines for you? They could hold 
yon in goixl stead, ®srmt as I try to remember thara: 

- - One , bjfc|^sj!fith_^ 
and that yen eaa snaet people who will give you a hard tine — begin wish that 
premise. I tesw soma folks who never quia® seem to cope with life* becav.se 
they've never accepted the fact that some people could tasks it difficult for 
them. And then when all of a sudden they've had t© deal with tension, they 
collapse. Hell, why don't we begin with the premise that eventually w® assy 
have to deal with some difficulty 3 and with a difficulty that's created by a 
person, or persons, who are instrumental in making the situation as bad as it 
is, L«t e 8 begin with that prearl.se. 
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Secondly* let''® try to remember aiiat out objective la as Christians. 
Qtzs objective .as a Christian jmuajLgLlggys^®^^ 
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SS^SS^S^JSS^Si^ki. m&t is efe ' a awtivatlon of a Christian as he faces poor 
plet It's the motivation of love* God ao loved as &hat Ha gave Hiaaalf . 
Ms s then, as Christians la this war Id sre meant to be motivated by love* Aad 
what is it to lav© racept this: to love is to meet the sesd is another psr™ 
s^a* 1 © life, a&d sometimes that person becomes ananger ad... .Borne times that 
person who gi-»*es as a vary difficult time is simply sending up signals of a 
aead that has to fes met la that life. Which maaas for as, than, that we ought 
te fee prepared, despite the difficulty of the situation j to meat that person* s 
need if at all possible. Says the Apostle Paul* keep that objective is salad — 
sot to have hostility built upea hostility , but to have hostility lessened, 
eventually to evaporate,, to hs doa© away with, .ted lows is the ©aly thing 
that eaa conquer it. 

Another guideline, if you te's salads when you are confronted by the p@raea 
who gives you a difficult, time, sad if thai could be is the form of criticism — 
taost of m feel people make it difficult for us whan they begin to criticise, 
take us to task..*.. let a© give you soma curt advlca: the first thing that 
one ought to do, sad I try to remember it myself ■— not easily — but the first 
thing Zh&t you ought to do in the face of is: coftli t f, 3*I^o_keaj^jou£gelf 
c&lsiz. And In doing so you may discovar that the strategy that needs to be 
employed immediately is either to keep quist, or to speak up* .fe&d you aetrar 
quite know which it is if you d-3s e t cool it. Honestly now. I speak out of 
blttar experience. I paid, a price la trying to remember ie s and I'm still is 
the learning proeesa. tfhen somebody makes it difficult for you, by the grs<?.e 
of God, try to play it cool. Aa& shea maybe you*il dtaeswa? that you ought; to 
k»&? quiet, because thara could fee a element of tizm£% in what*s being said, 
asd if thsrs la, tte®& you and X ara in duty bound to s-acogaise it 9 sot. to 
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deny It asd net to defend it if evil is stauspsd ea it- Aad we discover that 
only as we play it cool. 

On the other hand, one may discover, as he kaepg! himself quiet and calm, 
that wiutt h© 'has to deal with now is the peraonifieatlou of avii itself. And 
if this should be true, then it ought to be nipped* aad nipped immediately. 
and you speak to that and, 

I myself, and I bear testimony to this, wish, that I would have followed 
this advice oa occasion. I eouid have saved myse&f a lot of seeaingly endless 
grief, if Js^diats|2; the truth &mx±& have heea spoken* And truth can be& its 
own defense. But this assa be mad© plain to job only if you play it coal, if 
you don't lose your head s If you don*£ respoad irrationally. 

Now it takes a bit of doing to accomplish this, of course it doss. But 
oae must also rememfeer — there's another guidelines perhaps this is Number Oa©; 
a raan must always remeraber who he is- I aw & child of God and as a child of 
God I do not always behave as X ought to behave* It's wonderful basic Lutheran 
theology that you sssd I, who are being saved, are still sinners. Us are sot 
perfect people* 

I once found myself ia a very difficult spot* and I don't enjoy it, of 
having to criticise a persaa and take thafc person to task,, And her immediate 
defease was* "'"Well t,ebedy*© perfect" - - aud by saying that she excised herself. 
I*m suggesting to you that if ©as can be as charitable with himself* then he 
ought to be just as charitable with somebody else - - if I 5 m not perfect, zh&z 
person, too, is not perfect* 

Well one of our besetting eias Is, while we excuse ourselves from perfec- 
tion, we have a way of expecting perfection rem somebody else. Soias of us as 
parents have learned that too 1st©* Vfe simply demanded entirely toe much at 
a particular time la a youngster's life. 

And we Christians have to be very e?:<xm'vX when w© deal with oae another* 



... 



And we Christians have eo be vsry careful when we deal -with os<& another. 
There is such a thing as a ^row^g. Christian, there is such a thing as an 
JE3£&IS8. spirit. Please, let ass frail it to you again with all the charity 
and the eaador that 'X can musters all of as ara s.t different levels in our 
sTjirig^al maturation. Just because we happen to be a certain chronological 
age, it doesn't follow that ws'v® all srtmtursd emotionally aad spiritually to 
that level,. Seine folks at 60 are still adolescent emotionally. They've never 
gotten beyond the infant stage emotionally. Honestly now, and we have t& re- 
member that. Aad all of \t& are in the process of h@courf.ng bjsttar, and we have 
to isak® allowances for that. I like the plaque that somebody has ~-- wh^re did 
I read itf - - - "B& patient with me — ■ God isn't finished with me yet." We 
aestd to remember this. Says the Apostle Paul, live peaceably, as far as it 
diiptasds on you - - live peaceably with people. This is the Christian ideal. 
Ssrlv@ after it. Hake It your objective* 

I thank God again and again for thosss of you in this congregation who 
■'■;■}-':' vi-- ■■■;!-■: y.'c;,:,v k-tf;-:?.'' :■. ■:■ .a.; :l :■;■; &-#■:: 3? ; :! ; : :i; ?'.-.r : .v/_-; ^■••-wjx; ys&CT» r. fe&lly :;f: Gcd 
where we ara at peae.1-2 with one another, because &&eh of us claims that measure 
of pardon which comes from Jesus Christ. 1, as a sinner, deal with you, as a 
sinner.... .that's the way we are In God's sight. 

But now for whatever tt tasy be worth s let me shift gears for the Maus-m 
and give you some very earthy advice. Occasionally soma unfair attack will fe® 
mad® upon your reputation and character. There was ones a man who read is. the 
newspaper something that h® knew to ha untrue. Be recognised the wisdom of a 
19th century statesman, Edward Everett, and so when the newspaper had published 

ilea sad misleading accounts concerning him, he went ®o his friend Everett to 
inquire as to what action he would recommend.': "What should I do?' 5 Shis can 
happen, you kso*?„ Everett saidj, "My dinar sir, you do nothing. Half the people 
who bay that paper never saw the article about you. . . .half the people who did 
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see It failed to read It* ••••half of those who *iid read it failed, to undei 

lt>***«half of Chose who understood it know you and refuse to believe what 
they've read. ...... now half of those who did believe were people of so cease- 

quenee anyway »** Wall that alght ha helpful e& occasion. 

Abraham Lincoln m\c& re&id sh&t if fes had to ss.s^er all the people who 
criticised, them, he ©aid, I wouldn't have much sire® to do anything else* 

Bell maybe this is a lessoa that you and I isave yet to master, htm w«j aasd So 
get along wish those who ra.sk® life difficult for ua — good as they K\ay bs — 
. . . , . . .maybe my prayer ought to be, and your prayer ought to b®; 

"i)ear God, bad a© I an! 5 . si&te ma goad. 
Bear God* good as I may become, rl©)s ? t ever let 

me forget that X ought to be nice a© well . > .*' 
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Sermoa ~ Pastor Rayaioad Sfcfihaea 

The ffiath Suaday Afte r Pentecost August: 3, 1976 

"OS GETTING ALOKG WITH YOURSELF" 
(Seaesls 32:24) 

m MATTER bw dlllgeat the effort, G©& 8 that's 
hssa expanded ia the preparation ©f this sertcoa, 
it ia ealy as tha listeaer aad the preacher to- 
gether are laid hold upoa by tha Holy Spirit sad 
mads receptive to tha truth that we csa batter 
oaderataad what's baiag of farad. To that sad, 
God, give us that hlesslag aow. Through Jesus 
Christ Thy Soa our lsrd f sis© whea Ha ease, caste 
preaching. Ataea « ,.,, . 

The title for today 8 © serraoa is sissply efeis: "0a Gettiag Alcas With 
Yourself." And the text is from tha 32ad ehapter of the Book of Geaesis, 
sad the 24th verses 

wrestled a maa with him uato the 
breaking of the day . . » " 

Tell w® sow, sis,© is it tbafe £as£S@s you more trcrabi© ia this world thaa 
aaybody else! MosBes.ta.rily you may tfeiak la tanas of other people, ym 
see a particular face, you saay feaar a particular vole®* And you esy say* 
it's that parsoa - - if it were aofc for th&t person my life would be as c 



I have news for yeu 3 my friead. You're aot telling th© whole story. 
For the parsoa ia tfcis world who saay cause you isore troubl® thaa aaybody 
else tasy fea yourself. Ia the fiaal analysis, this is what soase of us hoaestly 
admit. Jfe pay perfectly good mossy to tak® courses that will help us to get 
aloag with other people, feufc if we'd oaly adssit to ©ursalves that tha trouble 
©f troubles is thiss we've never really learned how to get: along with our- 



Mfiafe with Yourself " (2) 



I frankly confess to you that I have my moments of despair, net because 
o£ anything that: any of you or anyone else has war ca«,s®d me, but because I 
haven't yet coiaa to &@rms with myself or srasolvad a particular battle that's 
wagiag within say own aoal. Ag is true so often, every sermon that's preached 
— sa® nay put it that way — becomes biographical, sad awry preacher speaks 
out of tha experience of his own soul, That is why I eaa say to you that the 
parson perhaps that causes each of us more pr@bX@ms than anybody els® Is hira- 
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That's why I r@ad with mar® t&ss ordinary interest the 32ad chapter of 
the Book of Genesis. Maybe you'll be interested in 1mt*a±ag that every couple 
of ya&rs 1 raaeh for tha Bib!® as though I fcada't reached for it b®.for© s and 
X rsad it freas cover to cover , all ovsr again. 1 am la lis© process of doing 
that right ©ow. A few weeks ago 1 began with the Book of Genesis . . I'll 
wad® my way all through the Scriptures* cover to eov®r 9 taking my tim®, how- 
ever, laboring through those chapters of Genesis. And as you might surmise, 
I s a dealing now with that rascal , Jacob. 

Call him by name,. th&£ e s exactly what he was I And I'm discovering all 
over again how many rascals there are la the Bible. I surely hspes that whan 
our Sunday School teachers tell she lesson in Sunday School, that they handle 
them very circumspectly, that they surely don't hold some of these characters 
as good examples, Jacob Is one that has to b® dealt with vary carefully — 
ha has a very ssssray side to his life. And thsra's a reason for it, of course. 
He had a mother who was a contriver.... she was a manipulator, aad fee was vic- 
timized by her iaflueaca. You kasw that as you read about Jacob. 

It's absolutely amasiag sometimes to go back md raasl for yoursalf all 
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ever again sosa of Me diabolical tricks. Well now, as far as the 32ad ehsp- 
ter la concerned 8 tbay'r© catching up with him. Ton ka9sr that» don't youf 
Life has a way of c&feehing up with every ©as ©f us. The rascal that a Stan 
is s well he can't g© ©a forever that way. Eventually he finds himself alone, 
and than all that fee is and all that ha has been and all that he'd Ilk© t© be 
Is parad&d In front of him, 3© is this 32nd chapter of Genesis jou have 
J&eob now, weary uaesgy* vary uncomfortable, for tomorrow h@'s goisg t© meet 
a ttan that fe© hasn't see® for tym decades — Ms ova brother. 

lie had defrauded him, he'd played all kisds of tricks. How realising how 
ugly their meeting ©«M fee, ha reaches for his bag of tricks for still another, 

t© bear gifts and to make some kind of appeasement.. * 

» a *m$i& he's also heard that Ms brother is gsd&g to 
come toward him with quit® m. array ©f forces... asd 
this makes him very uncomfortable, ted s® very 
cleverly he divides his own eatap 1st© two sections* 
@3 that his brother can attack him from only one side* 
and if that should &sk$ plsss 5 then feh® other side 
could escape and Jaesfe won't lose everything completely.... 
»<.*<,sh, a very ©lever chap! He'© worked all ©f this out. But he's not so sure 
how it s s goi^g fee corns off. Aad h® 9 ® left alone, that's the way the Bibl© has 
its "And Jaco b was left alone." 

And he could® *t sleep,. ..sad you kaow exactly why. there's a parade of 
people going back in front of him, he's aoe Just oae person. He has many 
sides to his personality, just as you and I have many sides to our personality. 
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And shat'e part of the problem that ws have, you ass — we're never quite 

certain just which one of us is going to c«« out in the msceadency. You 
show one face maybe on a Sunday morning - - - you say show another face five 
hours from s« s especially if you may have to encounter an unfriendly aeigh- 

out. 

Yo& teos? how highly X esteem our g«<sd friead of the parish, fellow mem~ 
her Ethel Anderson. I recall a eotwersatios that I had with Ethel several 
years ago. We were talking about a certain ss«&®r of this congregation? and 
Ethel paid her what 1 think is a very beautiful tribute. She said, ls Sh® eessas 
to be very ccmfort&bla with herself.*' You can't say shaft about ©varyc-as^ and 
assay of us csa ? t say it about ourselves* Wa are not at ease with ourselves, 
w® are not fully integrated. Fes- souse of u@ there is s constant wagiag of 
civil war inside us — various forces and tendencies at work* W@2JL 9 all Hell 
to® let los® is Jacob's soul that night, as he was left alone » 

Z don't have to tell you that that's on® reason why some people don't 
wasst to be left sl©a® s because then they have nobody 02 their hands but thenr 
selves, A few weeks ago they laid to rest is Ssitysburg my mentor during my 
days in the «®miaary 5 ay Professor in Church History %?fe® later became the 

about the and s£ Ms life J looked back and recalled my relationship with his. 
on more than oae occasion* particularly thos® thr®» years spent at Ssmiffiar> ? . 
And ay mind serodd i» oa one isteidaat in particular, shea la a frea-«feeeliag 
kind of conversation with soejb of us he said, "X 9 s». going to give you a rather 
unconventional definition of Hell, S'll tell you what Bell is," s-ald the 
eminent theologian: Bell is having nobody on your hands but yourself." 



beiag separated from Sod, For if Heaven is s&are God 1», than HsXI Is whera 
we separate ourselves- from ©84 s aad where wa ssparat® ourselves from people 
who love u@» p®®pl® that we're lasant to iovs - - - to have nobody ©a our 
hands feat ourselves* Sam® people just cas't bear It* they can't stand it. 
'But it ^f&e a sight that almost wrecked the seal of Jacob, -— would you fee 
surprised if I were to tell you - - ~ aad wall it should have! l^m to he. 
numbered among those who hones sly feel&ev® that every mm aad ttet a Bam ought 
to stay awak© at aigh£ s wary so© and then a san ought to ham? to fee©? hiss- 
self* He can only run so far* 

la Jacob s s aa®©» I can tell you this? it was worth it* because of the way 
it asp© out* *4md that's why I can say to you. occasionally j&n sssd X ought 
to have a sleepless night in tih&ca we 4®&X with ©uraalves and ourselves alone* 
of sours® in our relationship to God aad agaiast the background of our rela- 





tioaship with other people . 






But part of the problem 4hat coses to us whes w® 


deal with ourselves is 




that there sxb so araay of us! Really aewf You might 


ask yourself the question 




sometimes Sfill the real So-aad~So stand upH Just who 


am X, honestly? And 




that was part ©f Jacob's problem, H© had to fixsd out 


that night who he really 




was* 






Some time ago a member of this congregation sent 


me is the nail the liaes 




that I'm about to read. Ha had clipped them* aiad 1 gc 


i hack to my files fre- 




queatly aad read them. I find it highly beneficial to recall these lines. 




Tfeey are entitled "Four lien" - - and the author really is just talking about 




himself . But as he analyses -the picture he s-aas four 


people in frost: of him. 
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"On Sett na With lour self " (6) 



Jt ohonoed upon a winter 'a night, 

Safe sheltered from the weather s 

The- board was spread for only om 3 

let four men dined together,, 

There sat the man I meant to be £ 

In glory spurred and booted* 

And close beside him s to the right, 

The man I an reputed; 

The man I think myself to be 

Bis seat was occupying 

By the man I really <m a 

Ijho to hold hia own was trying. 

And all beneath one roof we met* 

And none called his fellow Brother — 

So sign of recognition passed — 

They knew not on® another. 

VJs.ll, roaybe that's the way it is* VJho am I really? Siere^s more -than one 

facet; to xny personality,, 

i&ybe \m do well to think a bit about the fact that down deep inside every 

ens of us there is a^j^axxj^K^^to^^bs — • that if we could? this is what 

we would beooms. «, « . 

»..but there are always the restraining influences, you 
sea , car there ;ls the lack of encxjuragaroant to be what we 
outfit to be, or the lack, of teaast effort on our part and 
response to the grace of God to let it oast® off. . . . . 

- 

But down deep inside of us there is the person we roaan to be« If only we 

• es never really see 
that person until perhaps the iiour of crisis or emergency arises, and then .we're 
surprised satietimes that people did the diabolical takings that they did. imd 
maybe we could say to ourselves that down deep inside them, in the years that 
had ccrae and gone, these desires had been there, but suppressed* When the 
inoaant came that they could be diabolical, they were I. — because that was the 
constant inclinatioei arsd the desire of the soul 
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...and then scsustimas we're alas surprised? in t&e ncxfient 
of crisia« haw sane people ©ease off IjajadsomelY. Saay rise to the 
occasions and ;$?ou arad I never thought that they could be that good! 
...but dawn deep inside them, across the years, there was this inclination csi 
their part to ba batter than they saare, and then -fee moment caTfia whas. they 
could become as strong and as noble as they ware. 

Well dram deep inside of us there is the persoa we'd like to be,, we mean 
to be* But deep inside each oris of us there is also ffia person we're reguted 
tojbs^ And we have to deal viith that* It isn't exactly the kind of person 
we'd like to be tot it 8 s the kind of person other people thjsk us to be. And 
that can have its effect upon us. 

Sane people are cabined and cringed and confined because you and I feaaaa 
them into an image. Me had a certain relationship with thara, and we stopped 
the clock at that mcraaat - - - that's the reputation they've given us, and wet 
can't think of thera otherwise, iksd that's a pity, because we rule out the 
possible grace of God wfiexefoy their lives could improve and become better, . . . 
. . .bub 'when ® man sits dam by himself aad by himself alone, 
and if h© s s able to reflect honestly , he may have to deal with the kind 
of person that other people think him to be=>.=and it nay not always be 
casplimesitary • 

X am also the kind of person that I think that I am. ifcw I can't answer 
that for- you. It keeps me a~steppi2sg to answer it for myself..... just as I 
can't look you straight in the eye and says "Siis is what you believe 55 — » I 
can't look you straight in tha eye and says "This is what you think of your- 
self" - — - only you can give that answer. And I'm aliased saraetirass at the 
amount of perfectly good storey that's spent i^t ;; P^Le who go to analysts and 
psychiatrists , wiso \«ien it 8 s all said and done have spent their money simply 
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isolated than, we've named some of them. But ism eventually you 8 11 have to 
divide just who you are»" 

In the "Death of A Sals^aan" as the fatally gathers together at the grave 
of Willy Ionian, one of the sons is heard to sa3?^ "iSsat a pity — ha never really 
knew vSao he was I" Jacob fbuad out ght who he was, not because of his own 
strength or resources — because God took the initiative arxl God broke throughl 
Martin Lathar isi the. interpretation of this passage likes to think that the man 
who wrestled with -Jacob (you know the Scriptures identify him in no other way 
■tiban simply this, that H Jacdb was left alone, and there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of tha day") — kuther liked to say that was a foreshadowing 
of Josus Christ. . • .that was God breaking through into Jacob : s life. Gal taking 
the initiative, Gad ocming to Jaeob* * .and Gbd c adng battle with Mm* tod God 
bringing out the better side of him. . * .and God giving him the courage to go on 
and to face his brother - - - God redeeming him. 

If I were not a, Christian for any other reason than this, I would embrace 
the Christian faith because it*s always mninding rns of who_I_aiTi._ I sometimes 
think there is no more precious passage of Scripture than the reference that 
sa S rs * "tfe are the sens of God" - - ssfoich is simply to suggest we have a Heavenly 
lather who chares fox w, who loves ras, who will not abandon us, who has a continr 
uing interest in us. 

So the next time you have tscwuble getting along with yourself, my frland, 

simply remind yourself that you're not orphaned in this * 9 csrld - - you belong to 

Someone who will never relax His grip on you, and who allows His angels to send 

their hovering wings to be above y.'-a — Who, if only you will let iiin. } will 

guide you and direct, your course in life. 3his I most certainly believe*, 

* # * 
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S«i.-jacm - Fas tor Kayaumd Shahean 

Mary, Mothar of Our Lord Su nday A mgua t 13. 1976 

"MAgg, ...MOCTBR, 0F...Q0R., ?-*OgB" 



GEr\CI f Mercy aad Peaea from God our 
Fatter sad from His Son, Jesus Christ, 
OWt Blasesd Lord. Auesn. 



la ssy study bar* &t the church s msd underneath tha plat® of glass that* a 
oa top of mjr desks, is a picture of Pepa John 23rd* He's a favorlta of mine. 
Ha baa baas a favorlta of many people* And 1 prasuioa fee's von his way late 
fchsir fets&rte not becaosa fee Mas Pops but bacauaa hs vas a human being t?fe©s& 
h« canity was glorified by tha touch of Christ. 

Allow me for a moment, if you dos^i'. salad, to indulge as I think about 
him, of three avidetteaa regarding bis hmttasiity* As an ©ssampla, the first 
Christmas feat h® was Pops ha paid a visit to a prison in losses, a prison that 
*:«■} nearest tha Vatican. And whan he want to sa© tins prisoaare is® said* "You 
eo &ld aot coma to ma, so I nave coma to you*' - - a vary bssaaa thing to do, 
• •••• it *a also beea raportad that oace ha was taking soma 
visitors around tha grounds of the Vatican, and ©omaoae said 
to hit» ? "How many people work bore?*' His Eminence repliad: M 

"Maybs half 1" — & vary bosuas thing to do. 
.....whan tha fcissa cams for bis dsparture from this world, as 
he was about to b« translatad ;^nto God f s nearer presence, he did 
aot racit© Scrip £*.ii"® (a® s^sli ha could hm® doaa),.««h® simply 
said, "My bags ara packed." - - & vary hsrmaa tfeiag to do. 
r :b. ..3 is one reason why soma of as hava cose to leva him„ 

'Ibis is os® rsasoa why soraa of us wars aot afraid of him. H© made us 
,\*;3s afraid of one another. And would you believe it, >ihat this introductions 
titan, serves its purpose because for the firs - -: time to my kao**lsdge, I think, 
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her© in Saint Luke Church we'ra recognisisg a Suadsy labeled: "Hary, Mother 
of: Our Lord Sunday." &ad what's happening fear© in Saint Luke is happening 
throughout Carls tssd'SJB, where Protestants, unafraid sad without say reluc- 
tance, are talking about Mary, the mother of our Lord. Pope John 23rd, 
because he was human, made it easy, for the rest of us to re-consider her. 

I think I*« correct wheK Vm telling you this, that very Um Lutheran 
ciyurehes fesva «ver b®sa known as S£ a Masry Lutheran Cfejrsfe. Of all the con- 
gregations that we have in the ?-Iaryiand Synod, there's only on© that's known 
by that name — not far away, Silver Run* Maryland — St. SSary Lutheran Church, 

fts cosse today to think about Mary. Wa don't call hex Mary* Mather of 
' : — of course we don't* .,....« ..and we don't call her Mary, Queen of ieav- 
©i ~~ of course w® don't! But we do call her Hary, Mother of ear Lord* 
Jesus Christ, and in doisg so we .gsipfeasisse her humanity. She's not co-redeemer 

« ...she does not sit side by side with Him in Heaven to judge un eJJ. abe 

c:-3S not ©is there a© mediator. We racogaisa her as the Seripturas recognise 
her, the one ehoseti fey 6od to be the saotlier of Jssue Christ, our Lord and our 
Saviour. Happily, then, we corns to ihfek afoout bar today. For too long we 
b.OT« bs@& reluctant to talk about ter a Forskssia upon ess that we*v* allowad 
t3» feosscn Church to have a -monopoly upon Mary. Mary beloags to a© all, and 

. lessons that she would t®ach are lessons to b® heard and to be understood 
fey all of Christendom. 

Sow in the bxi.mx time that I stand before you 1 want to tell you tare® 

things about Mary: 

X^)-^-^g-Jggg.-J l!! '^M,^ s ,f4r-.^ <& . g ka fkould ea chosen by .God. 

Oh a X iwg&t £<? rasd tfe® text for yea. You'll recognise the words, s^ae- 
times it's referred to as "Mary's Song" - - 
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"Than Mary said t | My heart is overflowing with 
praise., of. j^. E^rd . Hy, soul is foil of Joy^in 

fed my saviour,, for Be h as d«i$asd to notice, 
taa,. his bsaafele sagvaat. Aa d. all gaasra fcioaa 
So. ecaae shall call a» .gibe happiest of gg sraesu 
The cna who .can., do ail tMsg® hae done %reat 
things f og me ., , . . " 

And you begin at that point. Sha was surprised and ovaraheixaad that of all 

£.'i» people oa the fae® ©f the earth God should say, "Mary, I need you." 

W® call a&r the 'Caossa Ooa* - - we call fear tha 'Chosen Vassal of 

God.* And as we reconsider and think of Mary sad think of her all cwaff 
arjala. we do well to begin at that point: sha was ok® especially chosen by 
God, because God had something that had to be dona in a very special way, 
A id -maybe wa have a right to say Ha needed a very special person to do it.. 
A id $0 He chose Mary. 

I remember once being on Sha campus of St, Olaf College in itorthf ield , 
Minnesota, and that very marvelous spirit of a man who wags in the art depart- 
ment aad a sculptor, no less, he said so us one time as X visited there; 

j artist is not a special kind of person,, but each person is a special kind 
o. : artist." And whan you sad I thiak of Mary as she was particularly chosen 
£ what Ge»d had in tsixud for her - - dare I suggest to you that God thinks 
in &e less sasnner of jots is a special way to accomplish a special purpose? 
as Mary was especially chosen, I make bold to say to yeas* sha reminds us tbat 
e'-ery single oae of us? is also particularly chosen for a nldhn hi life that 
nv one else will occupy. There is no another you, and what God has ia mind 
for you il& ! ® not assigning to soiasbody else, ....and if you doa c t perform it, 
no ©a© sis® can do it - - only you e&sa do it. Is God's plan for t&® Xsaearaa™ 
fcj oa, Be naaded Mary and He chose her especially. Veil, you begin at that 

point: Mary, the chosssa one .Mary --• surprised that she was chosen, bat 

accepted this fact that she was chss«a. 
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The second thing that cetaes readily to adad can be the descriptive that 

we »s@ for her so frequently* Mary the Virgin 

...she was a peasaet girl, but chaste. And in this day and age 

when ws think so lightly of oar sexuality* is this day and age when so 

much of it becomes alnsost a sacrilege, ws do well to plac© a high value 

upon Mary and her kiad — ■ the pure &w& the chaste. 

I wonder sojbs times if there'® any evil is our day that's quite as gross 

as she evil of the cheapening of sexuality, the down-grading of it. Vm In- 

debted to Donald the Archbishop of Canterbury, who mad® bold t© speak tuns* 

words la the House of Lord's not too ssany months ago J 

! 'To hint that It is a smell tfei&g to start a taaan 
life, or a small thing to snuff it out by abortion, 

to teach that abortion does little to the woman who 

undergoes it &nd that it cast be done with little 
acre effect then a tonsillectomy; to suggest that a 
one-parent family is atusfe the saiae as a ewe-parent 
family whan all evidence goes to show that a child 
neada the support of both mother and father; to 
teach that any kind of sexual activity will do, 
and practically say age. ....to encourage or allow 
the publication of pornographic literature which 
inflasass Instincts which on any reckoning tak© sossa 
strength of sasracter to control and dissiplise; 
to suggest that Kinds cannot be polluted by such 
stuff as easily as bodies can S& infected by dirty 
water - - these things and like things that often 
go with thess are ths liksss that daisa, the fifth 
column that betrays our national well-being and 
undenaiae® the stability of ©ur homes*" 

In the day that needs to be addressed in this manner we ess well afford to 
take a good look at llary all over again, who placed a high value upon 
chastity. 

The next thing that eass be said about Mary is that aha wan faithful. 
'::.''■& willing to suggest to you that Mary knew nothing at all about romance. 
£*m not se dure if there was much of anything called rotaaatie love in those 
cays. I stem from Sear-Eastern stock, as yen know, and even though my 
parents bad lived several decades hers in the States, they never had done 
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with tfe<s ways of the Old World,, Ami if they ted ftheir way is could wall 
save bean that: they would have ehogea for sts» the girl feat I would jasrcy, 
Jut X was .a child of this world and X have romantic blood courslsg through 
& y veius » . . » 

.••but in those days, even as is true la Xadts. today , the 
bride is chosen, and the huafeasad ha® little to say about it. 

I f a sot so sure that Hatty k&m rmich about; romance. I'm absolutely 
«&rfcain that sb.& knew a great deal about: fidelity. And when it 8 3 all said 
«ad doae s this is the thisg that atatters ssose in our relationship as husband 
«M wife, that priceless ingredient called faithfulness. 

Is a day and age when tie mak© it so easy io walk away froia responsi- 
bility, wa do -wall to go hack aad take another (teed look at Mary, the faith- 
f;.?l on®. Faithful not only to Joseph, but faithful to thosse entrusted to 
her keeping. "Family Portrait" is the aause of the drama that deals with 
that family is* Nas&rethu Jesus doss not appear anywhere, His faea la not 
s.asn, 'His voice le not heard. You deal with the ochvr characters in that 
family. Mary is always portrayed ae one who .Kb very ,'evereat.. and awe-struck 
with the fact that oh© was the one who cradled Jesus in her anas*,,, «..aad then 
t'isa final glimpse that you get of her? standing at the foot of the cross, 
Isseping the vigil — not being able to uadezsta&d, of eo»vrae she couldn 9 t 
understand wh y it had to end like that! — aha only knew she bad to be there. 
Faithfulness doaasa't reason, doesn't try to figure it cms. It only accepts 
ft'.iifi fact that this is where I nasd to be* 

X ones had a fri®ad of mine who said to ma, i» the days why® you could 
make a telephone call from stay pay statical for a diss®* he'd give aft® ins true- 
tion to his daughter, fe<s f d give e.h<ft instruction to his son, '^en ilways keep 



* I'dma in your wallst, because if yoa aver get la trouble, a© matter where 

ya-i may be, you call saa oa the phoam a&d knowing you, 1 think that you 

could gat in gross** lei" - - - that*© the way he said to mm ha talked to th^sa, 
aa.<". I'll give it to you absolutely is the vernacular; !! Xt could ha that 
sot is time when you may sail evs I'll feat© lite hell the mess you've gottsa 
in o, but y<su call me, and I'll eoasa, sad I'll bs with you. 

la a day when i?, f «s so aasy even for 0015® ©f us to walk -.may tetm She 
re possibility that we- owe to rebellious youth, we do well to go b&ek and 
tahe another look at Mary, the personification of. faithfulness. She was the 
S- -jibat Mater* - - the woman who waited, and stood there. 

The last thing that I can tell yon about Hairy is this: she_Kfver_ceased 
to isarvel that the grace ©£ God rested upon her. She had wonder in her ssy®£ 4 
I « are say, to the very day that she died - - to think that God should choose 
se — to think that I should he she one to cradle is my arras thm Christ-child J 
. , to £©aeh Hire to pray, to ©lag the aaciaa* £>s>&gs of Israel, to guide Him isa 
uh< way of Jehovah ----- to think that I should be that ojas'i For every siagls 
fat her and mother ia this day and age to whom God has gives so greater responsi- 
ble ity than the nurture of a child wa do well to go back and take & look at 
Mas ; r s who never caasad to laanrel that this should, fee a privilege* Sh* began 
at shat point. Shs never lost the sense of wonder. 

And X would close this sermon by telling yets that each one of us in the 
8*4 ht of God has received a blessing, each one of us is ©ae on who® God has 
iwai led. Cod loves you. God s«nt His Son into the world 6© die for you. God 
iiSi chosen you as Hi® own. . . • • . 

.c. caver ceasa to wonder. 
Call it jsaasdaj:, aasasing grace, 

(H'.is sermon transcribed as recorded) 



Sermon - Fas toe Raymond Shsfesen 

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost August 22, 1976 

"A DIET FO R THE SOUL" 

GRACE t Mercy asd Peaes from G©d 
our Father aad from Hi® Son Jesus 
Christ, oar Blessed Lord. Amen. 

Some people talk a great deal about themselves. This happens occasion- 
ally out of necessity. Jesus w&e one such person. 

If© may be surprised , as we read the Gospel records to di©e«v©r h$m fre- 

He wanted e© much t© have people understand exactly who He was — why He was 
here, and whet He was up to. Because man is as insensitive on occasion to 
God as he is, because mm is so stained by original din, he does not always 
easily see God, recognise tfeo presence or nearness of Jesus Christ* So our 
Blessed Lord again and ever so often found Himself talking about Himself, 
because He wanted people to know exactly who He was. 

Xn order to do £haa 9 and that man might better understand, He would use 
imagery or a metaphor. You recognise som# of these immediately — some of 
them constitute a favorite picture of yours as you think of Jesus Christ... . 

...He's tfe& ■n&e, you know, who saio? 

"I am the vine" 

...He's the one who said: 

"I am the door" 

...He's the ©B3 who said: 

,? 1 am the light of the world." 
. „o.and surely you like this reference that He made to himself, don't you? 
...He said, "I am the good shepherd." 



Today's text constitutes else words that E© uamd in reference to Himself, 
and they coma as a part of the Gospel for the day — ■ six very simple words, 
and I dare say you either know what they mean, or you don't know what Ehey 
Hsaaa. If you do know what they \&&m. 9 you e&sa wail afford to gain a sew appre- 
ciation for them..*., .and if you don't know what they mean, as a follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ it's high time that you become better acquainted with 



In that 6th chapter of the Gospel according to John, Jesus is talking 
about Himself, and Ee says vary simply: 

"I am the bread of life." 
It's important that you understand the setting. 

He had recently performed the miracle of the feeding ©f the multitude. 
They were impressed. You just don't run into somebody like this every day* 
a man who could guarantee food on year tablaS They really had found something 
in Him, and they wasted to make Him a king* th@y wanted Him around all the 
time.... they wanted Him to supply their needs, tod then He had to set the 
records straight. That's why He had to talk about Himself, as?d He said, 
Don't talk about the bread that I give yos - - see m© now as I am : "I am the 

....now He's not talking about the bread that Ha gives, 
but Ha says: "I am the bread of life." 
What did He meant 

That's a good question, honestly. And yoa can well afford to ask it. 
What did He mean? 

Well, let's begin where we ought to begin. What is bread? And that answer 
you give simply by saying bread is what's basic. We eao't live without bread. 
I remember seeing a baby, within hours after he was bora, go to his mother's 
breast - - from the very moment that we are bora, so it a&mm* we crave fc 
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and other things being equal, to the day that vs die we'll have hunger pangs. 
Bread Is basic. Without bread & man cannot live. 

1 remember some years back when I first want to Europe, the itinerary did 
not take me first to England, where I would have been most comfortable, of 
course, and there I would have had some familiarity with the language as I 
crossed the ocean for the first time. But when I emplaned I emplaned for 
Sweden. 1 couldn't speak a single word of Swedish. I had a friend who recog- 
nised what my predicament might be, and so she said s "I must teach you some 
basic Swedish," 

....and what do you suppose was the first Swedish that 

she taught me, and I dare say the only Swedish that I 
kaow to this day: " yag ax auegrig" - - 8i yag ar tors tig" 
" tack s'a myehet" . . , , 
JL.filiLi?HfigE2.° • - * »I am thirsty, . . . . thsgk_2gts 
Ho matter where you my go upon the face of the earth, the one thing that we 
have in common, so typical of our humanity, is the need to be sustained, the 
need to be nourished. 

It is Shakespeass who has Shylock, in the Merchant of Venice, speak in 
this fashion: "Hath not a Jew eyes? Oath not a Jew hands? organs, dimensions, 
senses, affections, passions? Fed with the same food? Hunt with the same 
weapons? Subject to the same diseases? Healed by the same means? Warmed and 
cooled by the same winter and summer a* a Christian? If you prick us, do we 
not bleed? If you tickle us, do w© not laugh? If you poison us, do we not. 
die? And if you wrong us, shall we not have revenge? . . " The sots, of 
course, is struck, that common aspect of our humanity. Bread -~ it's basic 
to all mankind. Without it \m cannot live. 



"A Diet F^r The Soul'' 1 (4) 

But Jestts Christ is not talking now about physical bread or bread that's 
a necessity to sustain our physical life. 1-Iaa is snore than foody. Put it this 
way: he*® a soul with a body, and we dare never lose sight of our eternal dlmsn- 
sioau Man s@eda to be sustalaad spiritually. &&?1 now Jesus says, I am the ©a© 
who cas sustain you spiritually. 

"She longer I regain in the ministry the more I become conscious of the 
fact that there are say number of people =«h© &:m suffering from malnutrition, 
spiritually spa&kisge €te the street in which we lived in South Williamsport , 
Pennsylvania, there vas a lady up at the other end near she allay. We kaew 
fear, of course we die,. She lived alone, and after w© mesved here w© were dis- 
tressed to iaara tlmi: they found her dead one meraing in bed* We were more 

•■ learn what tha medical report was: site had died from malnutrition! 
Oh, not that she hadn't eaten. She had eaten alright, but shs s lining alone, 
had not; made it her business to eat the proper kind of food essential for good 
physical w@ll~feeisg. 

There are people like that spiritually. I suppose we've never had a mere 
diet-conscious generation. Almost everywhere you go you fcsar people a&ikiag 
about their dist ~~ whether it's to lose weight or to gain weight . . * whether 
it's to correct a situation or for s@w& other reason. It e s high time that we 
talk about the diet of the soul, for th®r€ are those of us who suffer frssia 
spiritual malnutritions. 

1 don't know hour you look upon your coming here each Lord's Day, but for 
the ntssaent wssuld you believe me when I tell you that you can look upon it in 
this manner - - that you come back here each Lord's Day to get your diet straight- 
ened out I ~ to get yourself back on a proper dias s spiritually epesaking. Som® 
of us in the course of the week feed a little too much on a diet of hate »- 
honestly we do......aome of us In the course of £fe© weak allow ourselves the 

luxury of imbibing on & far- too- generous portion of ill-will. We don't always 



m* soul" {5} 

think kindly of other p^opls* sad we don't always treat thess with compassion,, 
But wo know that w© are Christian, so w® coos hack her® each Lord's Day to get 
©ur di&t straigfet««l ©ut 9 to gat back in balance. 

I see the wonders that Lapp®® sometimes whsa paopl© are taken t© a hospi- 
tal . » * sad would you believes me if 1 were to tell you that time and time 
again, aer® often than you «ay know, Sh© ©ssparience In the hospital is just 
to stabilise the person as far as the diet is concerned , to make sure that 



It's always a happy experience if a person, wltea h,® eats his meai t can 
do it with seat. The Frsaeh are perfectly right as th®y hev® the waiter 
ag over your shoulder and you're about to ©at your meal, and fee aaya 5 . 
apeti&l !! — eat it with a asasurs of seat and enthusiasm! Have & good 

yv- ■.■■:.■. 'd-S,-v: ;;■ .■(!•■! !.;■■■ ■."'."■; c;..-^ '-:':- '. &n-x'.'..& h'\, "ra';..f ■""■■ :; 'l\f5 v^«.e. ".:-:'; \<: -■■.■'. r:-^ ycc- v>vsi&ssrf. 
8h« threshold of this place, you came with a measure of m®t for what you are 
about to receive. Lang before the day of Jesus Christ 9 the Psa&ssist saids 

"0 taste asd ©e® that the Lard is good" 
8! ,,wkt la that if It ±®n*t a spiritual 'bon appetit* — - £&at@ now aad find 
out for yourself . I for ©a© ass grateful for all of you wh© have come to this 
place, who engender a spirit of good will, who provide an environment that 
makes It ©aaisr for o£h@r p«opl® to return and to shars the spiritual fare 
that's offered in this place. 

But now going back to that trip to the hospital » . . l ? n Impressed as 
you are , ©f eours® I am, with the gadgetry which they wh®«l inside the hospital 
room and alongside the hospital 'feed,. For they've discovered that a pati@at 
perhaps has s© deteriorated that he's lost his appetite. So what do they do 
asset! They force-feed f - - aad by injection, you see, they provide the basic 
ingredients. 

Wells ^® san ? t do that spiritually. There's no way in God's name that I 



. -' '^: ! - ' ■: : .""- :; C'S) 



ean force-feed yew. love . . . . . share 8 s so way is G*sd s § aaai® that I east giT© yeas 

a generous injaetiesa of the Tg ^Cgaatandteegafc So , . . . -,aad there's a© ®"®y is wMefe 
I can put dotm year £hx-®&t a capsule that will fortify you by th<s feasie truthf 
of the Sermon ©a th© Mousse I If onm wants ±% s fee's got e© d©ssir® it,. And 

I sever easi^e t© marvel at fels® sseaber of people wis© ars suffering from 
spiritual malnutrition. And what a difference it tasks® wises tfaay faast ap®a 
the Lord! 1 saw her several weeks ago as she left from church s Without say i 
inhibition whatesoivsf I found myself saying to hmx as I saw her, z&dt&nt ss 
she was, "¥«s 9 r«& agios? with the Spirit" . . . I said, "You're aglow with the 

. . . and I fesc« ^feyl 
— . . • I ka©s? hew? ®h® reads the Scriptures,. «. 

. . . I fcusm he*? ghe prays and keeps herself in 

communion with Gect . . . . 
.o*X know h©w" she makes for her life a constant 
diet of genuine love and good-will,.... 
Shakespeare has asaothsr eh&ree&er wh© says; 

"Offi what meat does Shis Gaasar feed?" 
. . . . . the Christian oi all people 1 s the fortunate esse* He feeds upoa the 
bread which God himself gives. And that's what God w&sts most to give. Tfeis 
1 most eertaialy believe. 

ft * & 'k 

(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 



Sanssn - Pastor Eaywoad Shsheen 

The IMrteenth Suadey. Aftfer Pentecost , , n _ Sep tember 5, 1375 



"TEE TQHIC OP AWaQLESGHS PRIBB" 
(afehosdah 6:11) 



IT IS, GOD 1 , sc-s&a acho of Your voles 
Chat we need now to bear* la Your own 
way prepare our hearts that we say net 
aiss it. Through Jesus Christ Thy Son, 
our Lord j who when Ea case, cane preach- 
ing . B A*a ea» n . . 



Fd.c:hard Br ins lay Sheridan,, author of "A School For Scandal" has a very 
fascinating moiwsat when one person* part of a, ©sail gressp, discovers fcfeat he 
has to leave ahead. of che others. As he gathers his things together and heads 
for the door, ha stands there ftoiosntarily sad turns to fchojas who renain* and 
he says* "X go ~* -- bat I leave my reputation behi&d aa." 

You can't possibly understand what is meant by that? We've all bsen 
part of a group, you kaow s when ws have beesx guilty of Silking abc»«£ other 
people. That may have happeaed for Richard Brinsley Sheridan's character. He 
may have been part cf that before he left, sad he knew full well that now that 
fas was going, bis reputation was at their mercy, So his parting words: "I 
go, but I leave my reputation behind me." 

It's a terrible thing that we do, you know, to other people, when we talk 
about them behind their back — we indulges we allow ourselves a liberty, we 
sake license, in fact, and ssrmstijaes wa ess. be very, very cruel 5 and certainly 
very, very unfair < But I havaa't eoss© here this ssoraisg to talk to you about 
worrying what other people say about you. livLt rather with all the strength that 
I can cosaoaaad I corns to this sacred desk to ask you: How much thought yon' 1 -J® given 
to your self-estees? Basically, what do you think about yourself! Mot, now, 

what other p&op** think about you but what is the image that you have of 

yourself? 



I presume dam c;eep inside of -ass, each of us has as image of himself , the 
kind of person that he thinks himself to be. A phjcholegist has observed that 
there are two thing® th&-t caa cripple any one of us„ One would be if we had 
a superiority complex* and we think sore highly of ourselves than we ought to 
think. That most certainly can be damaging. . . . 

....or if the linage that you and I may happen to have of ourselves 
that smacks of an inferiority complex — where we doa't give our- 
selves credit for what we reaJ.ly are, sad if we constantly sell 
ourselves shore - - - this too can he very crippling! 
Bus somewhere is between I'm sugge&tiag to you that there can he such a 
thing as a healthy self-esteem* without which a man never rises to his full 
stature. And unless fas has it, he may not be kept from lowering himself, 
cheapening his method of behavior, stooping to a level that does not become 
him. The poet very properly has said, 

"Ha who would climb and soar aloft 

assst ever keep alive 
Within his soul the tonic of a 
vholesosM pride*" 
...and I suppose what I want to talk to you about this morning really is whole- 
some pride. 

We're told that .-arid* perhaps is the most serious of all sins, if one can 
make such a statement. But when you and I suffer from pride we're always ruling 
out the possibility of God, our relationship to Hira, of Improving our lot, or of 
loving and serving Him, Is prlda we think ©aly of ourselves and of ourselves 
alone. But I'm willing to suggest that you think in terms of a healthy pride, 
a measure of self-esteem that could hold yen is, good stead, and without which, 
I dare say again* you will never come into your full maturity, 

Stow all of shis is being triggered by my reading in certain parts of the 
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Old Testament* ana X'v® escae back to ?ay ©id, old. friend Nehasaiah. 1 suggest 
that maybe you could find time today eo read some of she page* of llehamiah, 
the book that bears the naiae of the nan hlaigelf , And when you read, there you 
may be troubled a lie Sis bit that he talks a great deal about himself. Bat 
dos't sail him short - - ha had a right to talk about himself. And we remember 
him because h® happened to have been the kind of gran that ha was. 

He was important. 

Ha was so Important that the king recognised him for what h© was and 
named him his cup-bearer. For ia those days also they had assassination plots 
against their rulers, and he was so highly regarded that: he was given the 
trusted position of bearing the cap that would touch the lips of the king? to 
guarantee that no poison would ever coma to the lips of the king. So he had 
a rather high and lofty opinion oi* himself. -Xhere was only one to be so 
trusted, asd ha happened to be the person. 

And then it became plain to hira that he ought to go back to Jerusalem and 
undertake the great t:ask of re-^uil^lng tfe© wall of the city* Ho small under- 
taking. He believe*! himself equal to it. 'He believed himself definitely as- 
signed to the task- And so ha went and got peamissioa from 6h® king £o go 
back. 

Hs surveyed the situation . . » in the eyes of any number of p&opl® a 
well-nigh impossible task, but not sa for 'Nehemiaa., He was mad© of sterner 
stuff. He was made to lay his hands to nobler tasks. Before long he was suc- 
cessful in recruiting some people to help him, &M the wail went up, block by 
block. He took a measure of pride in realising that this was feeing dene. It 
is no small thing to re-build what's be«a destroyed. Anyone can destroy *•• - but 
to re-build is an entirely different situation and calls for really sterner, 
stronger stuff in leadership. 

Well, as is wont to happen, and 1 am sorry to feav« to tell you this but 



•_',--, -.. ■ -- '-■'..;■:{■- ■'■,«> ■' . (4) 



the Bible always tails It as At is • here Is graid aad good Ifehemiah busy at 

the task, and thas down below a bunch of irresponsible busy-bodies, who can't 
siga up far the task, ....so what do they eo then? They berate those who axe 
erag&ged ia noble tasks ~ - they swarm around, they gossip, they spread rumors... 
..4 they constantly ridicule. To undermine bin they engage ia psychological war- 
fare, they go so far as to say, "You'd better tmi for your life! — you'd better 
escape while the running's good!" Th&a this maa who sr.al.ks about himself Is the 
book that bears his name rises to hie full stature - - - I wish you could visual- 
ise It — end as he stands there he says to those who are gossiping about him 
and spreading those terrible rumors, those who say 'you'd better run for your 
life!' - - - Neheraiah says, "Should such a man as I flee? X was not neant to 
run. I was meant to attempt great things. I was meant to lay -my hand to a 
noble task!" This is a healthy, hearty measure of self-esteem, &M it could 
sever have been dene, the task to which he laid his hands, if he didn't believe 
this about himself. 

Any number of paepls with whoa I meet in the course of the weak . . . I 
reflect to myself aas say^, they're crippling themselves, because they're allow- 
ing their self-estees: fco be diminished - - tbey -easily don't recognise themselves 
for what they're meant so be, for what they could become. , They need a good dose, 
a 'conic of a wholesome pride. 

As 1 survey the contemporary scene,, on® of the things that troubles me very,, 
very much, and I dare say troubles you, is that hare and there w© hsva to deal 
with people who have I&at a measure of self-respect.. They don't sea themselves 
as what they are meant to be. They so® themselves as less than what they're 
meant to be. I'm always troubled by p-eople who level too easily for the physical, 
for the materialistic, for the sensual. Us& was meant to dream sob Is dreams* 
was meant to r^aca for th* stars, I am always troubled fey the way I sea 
people with & low esteem of themselves. It's made evident by the way they 



talk.... it's mafse evident fey the direction in shish they're so sssily willing 
e© stove, ted don't get ?ae wrong, bat at times i£ ? s nade evident by the way 
they dress 1 - - the lack of respect that they have for themselves..... 
....and what troubles tna mors than anything else is&s they 

lack self-respect, that mesas they won't treat other people with a 

measure of respect that they deserve. If I have & io v *? opinion of 

myself, why should I have a high opinion of you? - - why should I 

be activated to treat you any better? 
To the everlasting credit of Nehemiah, he "hsA a very healthy self-esteem. Ee 
could never , never have dene what hs did if he didn't believe that he was made 
of the kind of stuff that was aatck for the noble task. 

And trbsia God had you in mind, ray friend, God was watching you to noble 
things. When God made you — and that's an exceedingly praclcu3 thought to 
allow yourself - - when God wade you. He had wonderful things in mind, And 
E® wants you to beeows the kind of person who is aqual to them. And you have 
a right to believe that you can become — • "He who would clisafe and soar aloft, 
Must ever keep alive within his soul The tonic of a wholesoae pride . . . 
, ...and that weans occasionally you and I have to ask® stock of ourselves in 
order to discover the kind of person we are becoming. We can slip vary easily. 

Why do some of 'i»s keep casing back to this place? Some of us keep coming 
feaek Sunday after Scalar- just to be reminded that we feeing to God! — that God 
has a claiw upon as. Some of us keep cowing back to remind ourselves that we 
are the eWMren^fjS>dj- - we have a Heavenly father who cares for us, who 
loves us, smd who has work for us to do* 

0. Henry Is one of feis stories tells about a fellow In a small town who 
fell ia love with the village sweetheart when she was 16 ~ the personification 
of all chat was beautiful and innocent. «». . 

. ...ia she plan of bis life ha left that small town and vent 
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to the big city sad soon succumbed to chsa wicked ways of the 
wicked workd is the metropolitan area, l«t loss® of all of 
the restraints, k couple of years after ha had bees in the 
big city, standing, on the etreet coxaex oaa day, he happened 
Co ®&® walldLug dem/j the st£®et that: sweetheart of 16 — now 
older s, ©f course, but still as beautiful aisd as precious as 
ever. Xhen it dawned on him, Che kind of psrsoa he had become, 
as he looked upon her la all her lnnocease* . » . . 
,...and 0. Henry, X think, as X restetober It, has him leaning against the wall 
sad crying , "0 God, I'm ashamed of myself for the kind of parses I*ve become." 

«»J u d® who would climb mi* soar aloft, must ever 
keep alive within his soul, the tonic of a wholesome pride . 
....lest, you see, be succumb to ife-s !.&.>:&?.;, -.i;i :n is- ba legs than what he was 
meant to be. 

Some of us shy sway front the critical nmasnt ia oar lives.... some of us 
jost: don't want to bs ia a position where w« have fco msk« a decision* It 
almost scares us to death and some people seem to be incapable of it, and want 
somebody else to make up their mind for then. Hhat a crippling thing this can 
be, Ths French existentialist Jean Paul Satn telle about one of his atwdeats 
who came to him discing, World War II aad posed for hisa a dilemma, aad he pleased 
*?i£h Satre ft© stake up hiss mind for hist.. ...let as give you the situation. 
....he was an ardent patriot for France, aad he was told that 
SaOaulle had some people working is - ^u.zU. - fe :;.,:* ,.?>;■- . 
they honestly believed that there in London they could advance the' 
cause git Franca is a way that they couldn't as long as their country 
was being occupied fey ths H;-sis» Kobly inteationed, he wanted to go 
to London, But then there was fee pall - - his aging mother was 
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dependent upon fete, he was &© o&Jy s&s who could <sssr® for her. 
Hila was Mm dilemma, sad he wanted Jssa Paul Satrs to saaka up 
his £da<I ft.;"- Isfci - -- - aaa Saira r^f-smri'i K©£ I-.-cs^tis ?»€; «*■>;* 
unwilling to sgy «2« decision <?«& right as ©ror agsis*:i the Other 
decision, or ©sis would be least wrong fctym the other, but Satre 
wry properly Mid, 'too have to make the decision, because s.s 
yon make the decision you'll discover for yourself the ksatS of 
person tost you are*" 
And agaia aM agate when we find ©arselve* in the cri&ieai moment, it's the 
God-givsss. opportunity for us te decide the kind of person we really are, ®z 
ta task® up ©ur ainde then and there of the kind of parses we know that we 

ought so become I 

I ask your indiOgence for a tfiHamt whss I become very, very personal. I'm 
not embarrassed, and I hope you won't fr* asi Fras-sed. I've neves had an identity 
crisis. W heart gees out to people who don't kaoa quite who they are, I can't 

And that's m^ reason why I treasure ay ••< «tlens ip with the Christian cfajreh, 
because the Christian church is alwaya refunding me of «fea X £02 — I'm Go£e 

child. . .... 

.....and I should also tell yen that there were times in tij life 

whan I, ;?&. a.T\ft:^; t-> jU*. to.31: v - '--^^ doem't feat death? And 
a ^ WiJ .,, t ,,.,. , .,-.,.. U p I didn't want ;> die and I waa afraid fco 
dla. But I can tell you thie with all the av^tngth that my soul 
can cosnand, end I hope all the respect that yo* ^ give it — the 

sMes ■? :■;.'■:,-; >>:;.:. ,' - sj;; ': -:;.:-,g-iv2 Ky?'-i': as ■• k •«;.;■: d cf '."Jod. 
asd that taka? away ^ dread of dying. ■ . - because * t can be 
conscious when the moment comes, and the angel of death U vers 
round E3a t I'm all set for what ::: ; ;. going to say; "Let me ini i' a 
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a Child *s£ my Htavaaly I^tt^r!" - - :n:X eh yssrda m tha sld fitemna hyu, !! I*3i; 
a chiM ef &h---i iCIag." 

So I've cmsi% to say i E myself, if I can believe feci bo fervently in 
ih© moment of dsaslis and it will held me la goo4 stead, ±sa ? £ it high time feat 
I keep reminding myself of Hiat each day, 0>%t I might live acserdisglf, 

Dietrich Bcaboeffstf - - the aara* riags a bell, of caurse; it does. ...when 
the young German martyr Metric/* Bonhoeffer lay incarcerated in the concentration 
samp, regarded by all who knew hisi en a saint . . .ha himself was filled wish 
••ielf-doubt. 1& &n &&%<.i~i..-± ■ :■ ■':.# s.:ri ;. oas 6*y Hm wrctfe this v-o^m 

This? - or ths otherf 

/at ... »,>;,-.; "^CBi '-- : c--. 

■v u2 ■. .*'■'■ ij'i'ffs ' f, ;'-ts.-«"i 
*&* •' i-r-a- «.; ;;..f..:,., g :-, : ;r.cr.ci£e 

b. :.-'■'.■. >\.im::.; vjA f^xcre myself 3 
A a at Ible, woebegone weakling? 
Who ao I? 

They mock me, these aelj questions of mine. 
Wbfc ; " : sua, thou fca west, God, 

and I 1 Ihinel" 

Happy indeed th« man »ht can say . He*e provided with that Wealthy, 

hardy measure of self-esteem without mica a man can nevex rise to his full 

Maturity! For a aan is ilway* leas Chan I 1 ought to be until ha se zim 

as a child of God - - - meant t.c live aobly. 



(This sermon transcribed is r< corded) 
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'BROODIHG OPTIMIST" 
~ (II P«£«r 1:19) 



GR&CS, Jiercy and Pane* frost God 
our Father and frasa His Sem Jeaua 
Christ* our Bleaead Lor 4. Amen* 



U&eaewvx e« h— d foe the hills of bona wa pass through a .little village 
about thirty ssilas tbls side of tfilliassspewe".; ,, Pennsylvania, XIm village has, 
I suppose, maybe 20 - 30 houses) in it at th» most., Proaineutly located is 
the church at th*». s5.de of 0m road, and && you night sxpset, rlgbt In front 
of aha cbnreb is a iulletiiu, board. The preaebar who take* care of that eon~ 
gresation is highly imaginative End eraatlva, and every now aad tliea ha 
personally aalaeta s-lcgaaa and mottos that go on s^hat church bulletin hoar*, 

Sena of tham perbape yoa've already sean in print. I retail this on*: 
"SgVM BaYS wTTBOBT PRATES MAKES QBE WAK" 
* "SWAY IS tat TOMMEEaOW THAI TOP TTORHP ABOUT YESTERDAY" 
....but the oaa that, lapraasad aia aoet, I dare say, la the one tht.t I last. 
saw «.„ g£ wsg siaspl} put. 

"SOME l AY GOI) VIU.U ME IT HI S -ftrAg" 
I wonder. Isn't that a terrible thing for a pcaacbar fee say am h*a ataada 
aft she aacrad deakl Because you 3ee, I do brood* and I ds* auffar a laeaaure of 
despair, and rtaepondaacy, whoa I look at the world of which yen and X are a 
part* It is a wicked world, and I hav® h<s®a known to say on occasion that I 
have my nsoeients whe». I think the world is heading faster toward Sell than it 

That's a terrible thing to have to say s bwt thara agaia I must admit in 
your praaeaccs, there's quite a bit of evidence that's been sssssiog.. 'The 
negative ia share . . . it d wasn't look vary good, la it really as bad as 
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all that? Kho doesn't have bis atonents whan ha talks like that to fctaself, 

and eves talks ilka that to ctkm people - - it, is a wicked world, ib$d l 
ask ajysalf the question, honestly I do - - is It trua 9 as thss preanh&r eug~ 
gests, that, sects day Sad will have It His way? Wall if I couldn't believe 
£hat s la coBpaay with you I wouldn't want to lira -another day, X do believe 
of course that God will have it this vt&y, but because we're as caught up la 

this wicked world, wo ds stop aad say somettsues: "I wuislsi I wonder." 

1 tell you why 3 c*a say Chat - - because I'm ntaading now with you, X 
she with you, I'm one with you. And I kaow aona thing of your cosjBitaent acd 
X know something of your devotioa to Jesus Christ, aad I know thst yea ara 
th« people who pray the prayer that goes something like this - - "Thy will be 
done" - - - I &asw this is what we aay to God. But I also know that wa are 
the same people who give God a sough tine. I also tew that we are the same 
people who don't always give God a chance to have it His way, He, too, are 
willful. As nobly iateasioaed as all of wa raay be right now, I'd be willing 
fee wager, if I wore a galling on, that within a half-hour after son* ©f you 
Leave this place you'll give God a rough tine. Because once you set out ia£» 
fch® arena which is li Se Itself, where you and I have to live cue our devotion 
to Him, sb the going ,>ets toujih, that's where we gay to God, we s d ratter do 
it oisr way - - - honestly we do. 

Now if titis cau. be said about you aad wa, earnest followers of J®sus 
Christ;, can't you readily understand why X asve ay nonants whoa I say I winder 
if God will ivex gat it His way? - - when those of us who lave His, when those 
of tm who elafca to be the adherents of the faith, give God a rough tine aj^is 
and agaia. . . . . and He has it re ugh with us »hen He war*?;© us to love Hl», to do 
it His way,. Well, that's why I say to you as I eoma to eke a&cred desk, X 
few® my icoja&s&ta — she p?*ash®r rosy put it on the bulletin board — aousjgaz. 
God will have it His way ...... bat 1 say, 1 wonder. 
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But ©sly e^Bic&ly. Because feitood as 1 say, I 4® fealiewa la Jesus Christ:. 
And bacause 1 believe ia Him 1 ant am optimist . , , but 1 am a brooding opti- 
mist. I haw to be honest with you s I as. sot numbered among those who say 
all i© wall with the world. It la a pity, really. She world is in a naas — 
ao question about (hat. But what to do la the meantime, the.t r s the problem. 
lad sea* folks seemingly wall inteationed try to deal with It ia one of two 
wrong ways — honestly, now. ¥&& hava e© be wary careful! Ike osa wrong way 
Is to as»aa«i the role of the optisaistj and simply say 'Cheer ap* all will be 
wall' - - tha pendulum haw got to swing i.% the other dlracticra — just throw 
yourself in neutral, things will take sera of themselves.... ....that's a 

damnable philosophy. God nay be in control 9 assd God can control wly a® He's 
able to work throngh p-acpl® who cooperate. If things are to be made right* 
there most b© people who are willing to see that t*ey coma right. This is 
not heresy to suggest to yon that £ker& ate sane fckiKge that God Kisasolf c&&- 
not do by Himself. Shore are some things that only God eaa «3c 6 bat He can 
do them only as Ho works in ami through as. mien we honestly surrender and 
submit and say, "''Co shead 3 £<i — It's got to be Your way — help as to see 
it that way." 

She sfctiCi? wrong way is. to ton pessimist, predict certain amis and des- 
truction, and never g&fcgilsg beyond feat; aoi:®, e«wos giving anybody any ground 
•■ hope. 

Wall, you pay your ssoasy sad yg® tsk* y^r choice if you den' t watch out, 
and you go through life either grinning as growling- neither ons fully becomes 
tha Christian, properly speaking. Somewhere in between there he.;; to hu the 
ease of balance. £rood aa you will, but brood ss an optimist. 

There is one word that dues net belong in the vocabulary of tha Christian, 
and that is "Isopal&ess . " I remember the battl® zh&$ 2 hM ^UM myself tsha® 1 
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first went t© India, l&iea I was there the vasry first tizae, ass I stepped foot 

cm that soil s sad lanwdiat&ly \m&mm m-m:^ &£ £i«s ^td-^ljm which is India, 1 

found ayself ashaiaec. oi ayself because I »&& usiag the word "hopeless." 

Don't misunderstand ise s a?y nature is swash that X seen to honestly believe that 

there is always s point -at which ens can begin, sad then £0 s.«» sens progress 

made. 1 honestly believe that, But: when 1 was there I kept saying fco ay self, 

I don't know where woe would begin ( asad If one Mere to begin I. don't knew where 

there would be any evidenea of p r og r es s - - - that's a tsrribls thing to say, 

and I*b» ashacted of thyself, became hopelessness is not a word that baloags is 

the vocabulary of the Christian > 

Bat I'm not tao first to t&£a& this way. I'a happy to tell yon that 

when 1 reed ths text for you you'll recognise that it's froa the days of the 

early Church, There were others who felt this saue way* I«et ae reed for you 

the text* smitten by a -aaa named Pster s la his second letter that he wrote, 

it's recorded as the 19th vasrss of his first chepter: 

"And we hays the prophetic word made acre sure * 
You will do well to pay attention to this as 

to a IsBsp shitting ,1a a dark vIbc®*. w til thai 
day dswas .and, the laorn ing star rises in your 

hearts* 

It was a wished world ia thet day, but Peter es a eonasitfted Christian B&id 
';.-i',v-:«'g acsaething £i>.sfe aa & day that's going to dawn, aad there is stsch a 
thing ss a aorning star sb&s rises in the heart of a Christian. 

"M like to tafek that there ears other days that were better than «ars» 
Ha like to think tha t there are other days in which n@ could Js&va li^ed to 
greater satisfaction* But I ask you new honestly: is aay age aa opti&ua age 
la which to live! I wander - - an optinuB age? 1 used to say so rayaelf es <a 
youngster, X should have been very happy if I could have lived, as; the song- 
writer put it, "Whan Jesus was here on earth." What & thrilling thing it 
might have been to be present and doss lia, to fa&Y& talked with Kira, to 
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have walked with Hi»« But $m has Caught mi to reflect .assd ssy s I'm not so 
sure I J d want ss have .lived then - - to fe'^s been os^fjl^t up wiftte a world tk®£ 
laid hands tipa^ Jesus Christ, and then put His to deaeht „ ., „ . . to h&va been num- 
bered with the world that then and «3»srs they reject ad God-coKie-to-ua-itt-hMiflaa- 
formt That's how wickad thay wars! S& wicked sad eo blind and so insensitive 
to tha truth that J^mm Christ was In their midst sad they s.'sfass«d to acltacwi- 
edge it. The world ia a wished world. But ah® Christian sajs s there's ground 
for hope. There is isueh a thing as & morning star. The day will dawn. 

I've kIbs^s held she British In high regard — I'm au Anglftpnlie, yon 
know that* Uy heart goea out to them, especially these days, You're aware of 
it, aren't you, that they're having the most serious dry spell in recorded 
history! - - 250 years they*ve never had the problem they have now - - which 
ia compounded, of course, by econoBiie and social ills. 1 Jnst read the other 
day sossatfcing that needs fie be kept .in psr^pestive when I think of their 
present piigfefc . • . 

- - is 1843, Lord Shaftsbur? said; "Nothing can &me 
the British Empire from shipwreck" 

- - in 1849 j, Disraeli ssids "In industry; commerce 
sad agriculture there is no hope . . . H 

- - in 1552 s, tha dying Duke of Wellington saidt "I 
thank £os I shall bs spared from seeing the consummation 
of ruin ehat is gathering about us ... " 

- - As 1896, William Feet said, 'There Is seal eely any~ 
thing around un but ruin an despair . . . " 

That's the way it's been. Some of &® forget it. K% go oa - dug today 
about any inconvenience that we may endure, or be sailed upon to endure. 

There's a newspaper published by the Anglican Diocese in York, Sagiaad. 
Sot so long ago s&sm wit wrosze these sentences; 
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"Out forefathers did without sugar until the X3th es».tury 
, . • .without coal fire until the 14th. ... .without buttered 

bread until the 16th. . . .vithout coffee, tea and soap until 

the 17th century* . . . .without gas , aechiaoa sad electricity 

until the 19th...... they lived without cere* without esmaad 

or fr<jsa» food uatll the 20th ceatary* isad than the writer 
ends with this question* -Sow what ar« you esaplaialng about?" 
W© &«®d to reaeraber chla thing and get it in proper perspective. 

It was sot always as feed M we have, it new. dad one needs to leek for 
the footprint* la thu MMde el flat that mow in a certain direction, m< 
Chen to believe that we too tan be caught up and follow in that direction. 

Let's leave theology for a aoaeat, ±f. you doa't mind* and look at world . 
history in a wide perspectivs - - do shis aew, if yon don't alad* try to think 
_ of all the history of this planet la a 3 0-yaar spaa — sverything that's ewer 

happened has happened la fifty years, the last fifty y«ars 5 aay. if w® reduced 
the existence of this* plaaat to a 50-year &i>am 

— it took 49 years befors th® first prituitive agricultural 

st;age was reached 
"•- in 5 'hat spaa of 50 years, writing begaa aa recently as 

six snaths sga.... printing two weeks ago.... electricity 

24 hours age. •.••organised af forts for world peace only 
a few nlautea ago.*..*... ths creative factors e£ aan*s 
spiritual life that held the proaisa of Ms future are 
bat la their infsacy. . . •■ 
As the evidence on the nagatlve ridot a»ssef>s, aa Best still reaenber there is 
an -ssaargencc?.,. thara is aa aaargaat tread ~ there is & fare© &t work, this 
-, ysltiva, with the stamp of Gad, His presence, 

Professor ffUlloa Hocking <*£ Harvard , that nezoe to ha reckoned with s 
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generation or so ago,, has put -it so wall when he said,. "fa a question of pcsi~ 
tioa, ssegstiva experience counts for nothing if there is but a single positive 
S5ias^«s=i 5i So I z&jt, enter Jesus Christ* &£ a particular point ia hist« 
Jesus Chriat did loom upon the heriaon, He din live obediently ia the mm® of 
His Heavenly Father. »..H© dM exemplify lave.. ..Be did allow His Haava&iy Father 
to have it His way. Bat that, as you veil know H© found ssum people, simple folk, 
plain ordinary folk, to whosn Be could say, "Come sad move la ay direction - - 
follow ma - - head la fcha say that I'm getog." they triad It. They stumbled, 
of course Khay did, and thay faltered and tfeay failed. but every tiara titay 
faltered aad failed, they got: up again and thay looked for 81a, and they tried 
to move ia His direction all over again. 

That's what soa*j of you are trying to do u Aad that givse the rest of as a 
ground for hop©* You're the morning star that's? going to shiae for as. 

Seme of you kww that X have breekfaes new ■ — It* a decora* a &xz of a tradi- 
tion*?! thing — with Annie King at tha parsonage at six o'clock on a Sunday dom- 
ing. Tea know Annie, tfca Xridh gal who eaaa over here aad was damped an our 

shores -aad west into the convent she was no more meant for the convent 

than a bird la meant for a eaga. » . . . .you know Annie. Annie looks* back aad re- 
members she old days: "whan ;:fca world was safe'' Annie says, Annie doesn't realise 
this, but 1 can take only so much of this frosi Assail,, because I find myself be~ 
coxalag despondent and brooding. But thee X get a measure of strength aad I aay, 
"Well AausdAf you're right, but remarabar this, Aaaia — you're around — you*ra 
trying to let the Lord have His way in your Ufa. 'ih.s world isn't all bad, 
Annie* 9a atlU hava somebody like you - - and you, as,d you, and you. 

....and X say ta myself., brood aa I may I ,: tea the world is going to Hall 

aad is filled with rascals, ay responsibility £h®u is to see that the world has 

one rascal l#a$- And that's your reaponaibility, toe. Bro»d a$ I may, 1 fero®d 

as an optimist, beeauee I do believe ao£ only that sostf tiaj God will have it 

Hi;; way, but God la baring His way u&w, whan I think of you. And that's enough 
ss> give mx;i man hop*, * * * * (Transcribed as recorde* 
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"A LETTER TO F10PLI IH A WICKED CITS'" 
(I Cor. 10sl3) 



GRACE , lUvtj audi ?««©• £rom Ceo 
owr Father and frott Hi* Son Jesus 
Christ ,. oar Blessed Los4t_ Ahmbsr. 



4 eorraetiea, if you doa't taisd, la the title for this asraoa. There's 

a ward that ought tc lie las®rted. The pscissted ticla reads s "A Letter To 

People la A Wicked City," A better title weald bs; "A Letter To Certain Paople 

In A Wicked City." And tiha bast, ftca Paul's first letter to the people *?k© 

lived is Corinth, tt® 10th aaaptea, the 13th verses 

1 'Eke pa h at'Jb so fcasaptatloa t aken you but 
such as I,e. coasaoa. to :as»t, hat, God _is 



faithful tl | who will aoi w ffe yea to 

»■'■» »« mi mwi. ' « a«»i' ■ unor twjurminnii w wn— mwififi) lmirnmmrft r iii|»nnn ri«mi 

't' . . ' /. ■;.- ;;' a v.o . - -v ^- : :-' 
stay be abl a to b ear if;.," 

Now a word about feat winced city. 

That's exactly what it - *as - - she nasn-s gf £?:« vieked city was Corinth. 
It** a city that was destroyed the yoar of 146 B.c;., burned to the gratnd by 
order of a Ronaa general. That's the way it ecori.ed - - sacked* destroyed, 
leveled, for about a huadrud years. Then it; was re-built. But when it v&s 
re-built it was re-lull 2: entirely « as ens any say, "sonad cenraarcial," It 
had only one primary interest, end that was to naV.® sonsy.. A--k? ■:• :.sj.u%, 

to the city, then, becasu engaged in the vorld of commerce - - buying, selling, 
always -with an eye on. the almighty draehaa... always with ass eye for the almighty 
dollar. 

How there are slso eM«t things that weot along with that Id : of life. 
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They delighted isa the pleasures of fcks flash. It was a wicked ait , 

Is fact, historians tell us that there nay have been ae more wicked city 
la &1X Asia Minor. Xhey even coined a nord - - thay ®&M ''Coriathiattise" — 
whioh means that; if you ever aw anybody cesaaittiag aba*: might be referred 
to as an uasslstakablt* sin. It aea tfe*s Mad of thing that probably first origi- 
nated in Corinth. That's how wicked it was. 

So wicked s I pr«eu*a«., that the Apostle Paul, tbe tanfc-Be»dcr~eurned'~ 
preacher,, bad loag and serious fchaughfcss as to ebtether on. not he*d ••■?;.;.■ wi'sig 
the city. It was the kind ef a city that srase people would mark off aad uevar 
make an sttPKipt to witness for Chris?, ia it* Whatever second tiumghts the 
Apostle Paul may hav« had. a* decided to go to Corinth* Aad off be went. 

3s didn't have eoo much success. It took him a while. He had to rely 
wary hmtwily upon Ma cos-lies; credentials as a rabbi* aad that got bin a 
hearing every now and then ia the synagogue* and very respectfully they'd 
recognise him as a diatiagul fe id visitor and they'd ask Mm ta as ife'd 
saaka a. few remarks 3 .md then be*d naka it a point to talk with people afterward. 
He sort of inched his way into the city. Eventually he bed a solid corps, a 
nucleus of people who founded a Christian congregation. He was. delisted. 
..»,©h, v •.'■■-' '. yoa» he sv^fit 18 months th<?xe ia Cor lath, 
fee longest period of time that be had spent wish say people 
tksfc ha established as a congregation, aside from .•'•; sua*.... 
And after IS months he left, to go en, of course, to advance the causa of 
fiat elsewhere. 

£a& being the good past.:;! that ha was, the*, good missions*: y kept ia 
touch, and they kept ia touch with him. Aad after a while it asset have sad- 
waasssd Ms heart to gat a letter — things weren't going sb well as they ha 
hoped* day had bacons somewhat demoralised , and they bad all kin Is of 
.rMsas within ttet pariah. .. ..aans of those problems created beca s« i&sy 
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fe«! ; ;: '., ■>;: irv',s n&.J.r. ig; ; : s:kae £'w." r im '■■-.'. £# do v-aa Lo g-i:-- iM-a :.;-■: £-v a v: -,,. 
f-'>:.e.'?,-^-i' te s : a;r, ''*i- ; s"Ji ; ^-f::i :■'..* an eseeptiofotai ease. You & liva is a Kicked 
cxt>?c So t r a ^r©s c fc asp*?,;: mic® &s men from yen as ??e d© from people who may 
live 1b w&aj: v* may eall a sarg optiaum situation - - " 

* .... 3 ob g*4 S > , doa 1 t yttftf fhey tnmtad bin CO 
slacken up & bit. They wanted his* to My, wall 
ate Xcr. &*3fcH5 iws-k&h. ;.;;■& p;-: .^.; rigid, aasd yoy 
have a tough tim subscribing to thasa istee 1*5 
Corinth* I tell y on %?£*«: we'll do. Forget abet? 6 
Shts tea •-• - ?::?■?■■''.'•■ : .s« '!!;;,* fe. ??lts. ■■ ■•" jm? as yi-;v,' J 
b*»£ e;'.;'.-:- -.:ls' ; €:'■?-, ?U :*-; : . : <■■■■;. <^ , .,;...:.: :.-:iy --.^.-.-u 

Don't try to keep tea. • • .settle for six*.... 
• •..and I know -^hat I told you about Jo— Christ 
saylag, love your anemias , be good to thoee who 
hato you sad dasplse you - • - wall, 1*11 toopor 
that to your caao a bit. ....yours Is an es<ssp- 
tlonal cage- ;* 5 il tall fou what I'll <yos X won't 
expect you to love people who hats you - - .Just 

'~"~' v "< ~:-- r "0] If air../: l^Vt: ;/S:J , -. , X "' H aattl® £oT th&t! 

*hv,r. hi- "■<:>-;: ■:■ .■:;..■: 6Mv,v.- vs.: ..;.::.■- y/;;.:;. ■ "-" -,.■■>-■■, 
! " '■til-' !■%■:■■ \VteJ-/s ?:/:■?; >-.r. ■■;-' c:,-, 7f&si;^.i h,va: ■;-? Lay :Uv :;,r; -;kr; '.:.:*>;; - - 
"I'll iBOdify It — ^Xl aaew up on it - - ,s Bat ha didn't. 
2hay ■• ■■■-- : -- praaohar to i»\.^^ . ■ ^- , : . c ; -It-a3::la^ v?;.-, ■ teia «!€■•> 

Uki the Te» C omma n dwan U just waroa'l esaant to hold in thair easa. Aftar all, 

"■■'-:. J»w 5?lfflk»d the oit| Itsell was, and they wore so outnuTsfcsrg'ofi* ».■■■■»*• ^ ... 



.*..., .they «ife:.i'«? new, s;;K^ar, just a certain ?iti.ufe«s, a tiay number. But God 
bless hi* soul, fes simply wrote then truthfully asd hs said something about. 

W'i-ra>;>/s: ixe.e- ;;icrjsX s Kyf he did say, you have plasty of help, si's ewllabl* 
i: - you want It. 

Sow it's t-fols whole business that g<sts lotto your ^asd and into i^y >sad 
occasionally, that oar situation is exceptional,, and that God ought v.o giv;* 
us special consideration, Be't* all lumped together, like the old lady van 
used to sing, "Nobody knows the troubles Vjrs seen" — • as though nobody any- 
where as-:? ewer found h ims e lf in the predicament that's ay predicament. Sel3 , 
.<h ; "-:: ''■''■■'■ ;:s;s t ii'±:xj!. "la* way, honestly we are, ¥e allow ourselves the luxury 
si- V i;\h-^-> f : /-'. V'."v.::--:-' ; . u : - ;?-. :'-.r. .:;'■-:;• r;-!^,;: ,-.;. -T: ; .,:=,i ; ^:Uj;«^i^Ka — ■ s; s ;.;.:.;;., :;: ; •:;*?, 
tlscriis so optimum K'-.v&t it's no problem to ba a Christian thera. 

From time to time you , va allowed tie the luxury of being nrary personal 
with you, and maybe at sot* risk I do lay bars my soul to you. I'll x>m it 
low-, . .-, ;. » , , «,:■' ! a :?:,i! -- ol sly kLis, as eom of you know, a&i «r family Ls still 
intact except we've lost both o ;: oar parents in recent yeara, Oa occasion 
when I get back acme K »ne:s " : .■■,.■■,:.- -.m-k..\g ?i- ?■■{» {■&•„• a.-: h :?.•*' ,,i. :■::*; e&i my cm s.i&- 
isv ; j ;;h^y ■isi;'i: ,',«.;: :*? f :.!.-;- -v?:. . ■ -. •• j;*a the preacher in the family. And 
sometimes they want bm to understand that I have It e. tit assisTc '.:lt'r„ ;>bs-? 

»-■'-■' "' ; -'"; -I: 1 .!'.:'-' vW.'.j Is a . •i-'i'.C'lfl ■ l„V;v: ,T • ',; ; ' f . Jv.r! >.;>. , f .'iS' , tfe&y XiT'i' lis :i 

world that X ioa't know much tbout. And I (night to be a little bit *asy oa 
them at times, if they think I'n sitting la j^dsissnt oa them, that they're 
:La % dog-eat-dog world, anc ;-. •••-:-.> v;li;/..: ^.'ia, H-.;.if''i:e ;::;-;: t^c :::. 5.5: 

in a way that I'm not exposed t it. 

Sell there are some things that they don't know. If ^ais wer« m Old- 
Eashions testimonial mee iag, sod if I hat I i« courage to ea if; and you had 
the charity t« heax it, you could foa sitfti^g ao the sdge of your seat as t'd 
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life. The only dLffeai.e.:* bev^ssx rg? tSEiJy aad ?l<j is,, if *b«s:« :•,• ,3. .1, :•• 
Ce: snca — In the f ie« that we're eubjeet feo testation — chat we aa*<s in 
tirv.x.a, i.ie ".r. r.c-^J.-". '--■,<?. rj--> ! : r-or, «*&« -,.;: .?, ait *:^ iisr £■.;'■;» r;.>,*, ccv, ,,.,11^ \:>r s 
a iv.-.v: ';:.t=3ier, Wscfju-x S', ft fUf;u f;;V v. v< ; ;.., -, ?if , a aac ; , r0u gy^,, , m:ir i^,-.* wltrr. ■-.». 
Src-o of fou :,. t- £?.. i> 9 .vv.ry day, Soaa of y* iMKiestly hav* earv>«: au svj::~- 
Tf:: '-'-' ; ' '' ™ - A '■'■ ■** - V.; £:'.;.. 6 .e ': !r! .>r.iKMrn«d. If it rv-rea't fo; 
- rcv i: : ^ *■& '-'-V-V: •«!<>..<.. ti.f;!::- ha,,, wip^.ued ,:; ne „ » , . . 

.•»»»but that doesa* t nean >:;:- ; - I ha* si''r, ;,sv ;: 
t*rasfc&eiem, any now thau jay thr&~ ->.ot : h •,.-..■ -a h,,;i 
temptation and my two slaters have bad temptations..... 
Snt every uw and than «e allov ourselves tba luxury of chinking that ours Ls 
E;r «e«;>X2 0,ir ?:V.yw tUn 'itt! .-ip.-..^? -. ■■?;.-•* i vXi-.i '■'■,'«? yj'^.tiuft is tscmathlng 
that's eosssoc s» every o-y*gla -jv^ e,i ,, *-:■] it disss' mm >a air; jxan t<i 
?*-■< • ■'• ta-* :--:.rUij 01 -. if :."euv3ataneaa . . . M 

ViK ' ;; '- o; '' w -' i: : i?itl ;; '- V:; ■' 5 ■ wl."U* >:..•-•■-.'"!.;.: va ;•:< '. a '.■;'/ &:k re-?.-:;. ;.;j.^:i sgs -^Ulfed 
'*'* : " ; '"' : " rf -- * "" ! ' - - ia which he pictured two uee, a bzot ■-.. s — » >3 eia pav-in* t ; 
3 * ; " ! '-■' ' "•- 'f ; '•■•■'"'' '"-■ :;: " -- ; « •"-'•'-- •■ ; . '-:-■■:■•' 0i%,, Kit : -v- d:;.;i3K.;:v; r.l.ey 
!itr;; -'- ;; ' i ' :;: " ; .:: ! ^--.» • ■■ j;;. i'.. :>;^r;.j- o ;/:- : ;;r? .?,;! '.c v-'.'-af; -; ; ,>tg®1*j & B ; ueiiii.5 

of raaaublanca. And tci tacribas fei;« nas£iwii3:ii''i to ttu issoa sat of circm 

£5t - ; '' a ''-' :; ■■ i -^ i ' : -- ? ''^ "^ •^•^W.- 5.:, :■ l 3 «v ..:;,I ::■•.,-. _. W v; x,y ; >U:at «';,,, 

t;o ' : ,;;;; : - - J: " <w s ' ! ^'^ attention. The kids that . f knev wars a bunch »£ 

,fo -■■ Vj '--' fc '- •- ■■■■. i: .~' : :rr:;s: :i=.at ?...iy.: '.o : ;^v; ; ^ :■>•:;• -^.f. ;., ; -; >lJS L r K , :; -- t -,, ffi ?j£t8sr u Cg 
' :,; ' aaturally ,':<. bacoraa a sort of vagabond ehai can't »« ntthered by thinking 
ab: ; " - l - ; -^ • '■■' ■ ... nd I Bupnoac : ■ usT ■.■■: t- . . u-^v, ,-■ n &-:: coa 
5C ' ' ' ; ' 1: - '■: ■ •- ■■ - •■ L . ig di : aav« ma 1 --i;. ., B8tt xt — 

lP; - ■- 1 - ltra - r -" " 3a aa?-s.-l?ttff an. I 11 m 'ex deny myaalf the }oya rf th* laah..." 
------ ' ■ r. -,-v^ !i?.4d fl : ,.? fat »s tba ttrensistancea - a c earned;, prett 



»ea the ear."; 'i;lsli?.g; : ,,..... 

'«•-».■ -ate m: v&a it: ■ i fy-gates an* alwayr. did life® 
driE^. 7 .::jj5 «!5-i ^tt! 5>2> ;■ ■■■■■•-. ;/^s tj'Jtl. v*ha £--.;y?,, ,,tiy mc ,:h«r 
was hard-drii it& taking cars of u# s asuf I beard a. lot of 
filth jjvob ;:h-s jb&be: r trli* ■*-";* tor "i:.ars!ju ?&ybe Jwst 

sort « j: .as :■. ■.'t'Sfcijfciv:-.. ; -SCOOT* .;. iiasqat : :-*J r.fu«fe of a 

crank about paying my debts, fmtft.-g w,u ray < rc\\ m,i barium 
Bears,- of ..,.: ;.*or, -.v^ ? , ■ string; <:J,:1 b&v-?: sjjsc: ajcaU irasiKXfci 
by way of q araat, it nads me a g.-oi sov;-! aJ-j'-ffaah x,md 
• ; -:w '"'. -ilaa . '-i-itU-jsr, . , ; ' : ' 

Jt'a the old story: "Sgo san IjooI 

Oats saw and , 

St'a -.■ o- ■ ^r-ara." 

^Ott CfiX'.'v- Mv:--P. -aw:.' Civ ; > ,: ' r : ;. ,;£ < ■ .;•■ . ; :;?aiy„ led h.^xUi -.>>3 ic^-^ai^.'' 

for Cbatl I in absolutely eoaniaead that ve*f* sot fto rat rid of the oo 
tfeat fcbas-R «;■.; -a the* slue- wh<jre ' . s® «a -:,..; asr tu : ;gt & ChitifcUiw. ;: 

yen Si:d I cas, T t b« •■'.. "br: ■ ' ■ aa whec:: ; . , ; f ;ii£\;:us ay.- %*» an't :~» » «- ■■: ;■ - 

fi us anywhere alas! 

Bow ttixi'v -i fit. :tf3j.. ixo.-gh?;. - ■ (;■■-,<* asp©*; ;::« tie \;;-o be : lh?ria claa l .-. 

phare we am, Ase .;. tSw;. <-ad fod • -;. ■,-■ ;■...& jfa&y {:pirl:; available to al2 
ya — - ecy - .J--? a.:i;i"k.e s , 1.0m. t-.Vad at - ' - Hi*'» :±,©re, ^»d 30 tot ptat* « la 
» cs '« ■* *W ef vs.. ;i v ». .: ifttfl:; . ;-■ ?,.-, Hi .^ , fi * 9 d .:.;.r sad ^;®, . 

jr»s:, y:B'r;.\ pr.^u to ,.^f « & : tub! _..:■ ^j >w , «,:,; ,. tluA t have as awRtanti 

wiiiri: I'.-v .<T,c?.:?;ti.«J to dtiris: cbti th« world is ItajKding faster :otfarJ i ; i:i : 
fioward heaven, aurrc -lac all this of wlckadaass . *,,?: ms-Vii «;■: ,,..,. 

1^-= »gftt ^ em be: 1 -• - a. :; to ; , ; e^aai :ioa fe»t to ask foi ■} % 

g»£€« ->?' ../i .-> halt .ifi t- ■ itlr.1 (:=■■■■ ,;r0f v ats ni 

H»ay tal m cb out in the wild wast, tftan ^ha Indiana ware eoaat ntly 
aiffrouadad an thay at f -...-. bow 1 at the ;:.Lsjk --: bad r taassacred 
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had $&*» sryles by vteisjii k« ■•■".rpecfad ~; :-.c xxib« to liwgs dim;.: ias ss.^ayc 
l&dia*?. vivm had fx st^ .-5>:.- .-.■* — n -^ ■-■■•;; £|ws al;;^, r. &&&■; <ite ylgil. 

Bid it «v«r :je^#r ft- you *haj .;-;;V- i« Gol s #Ua far rrds wicked i-v-ld, 
those ft? us who «..«jy*ce* ,d?« Gtoelsfc s fi feitk atm ms#as. :?e be ae Sfe-nc Os*-: 
ladlanf - -» - asdl is* <r> 3 ;:,;:■« i4 3.&-rt ■ :y> fe@ all' that *«* c-.-r-,ht: to im„ ? ■: 
fll b» Jvmsc. SmA l?m V- :-mt,lst Paul •- ^r«.le for its* you're e s ot sci.ag -mt 
«aaapp frenptattofc, fee i'.U. Kali ysv. :?,-: miw r , &Qd will Ulp you, mvi-a'a 
fc-ilp fcv-^kids it ytjy. %'«' ? it t ,^,,, 3 

. »•• but sat .3 uf us g like 
A&g-je s^e ok' old; !S C ■"■ ; .'■ ,, mkm vw pure — but tjaf. i*vr.iyjy,' 
«.-.:... &&C: ths£'s r > sf.X' isk&ix ig sjueh h ;'■•;*> as Hell - - jfoy ]y:,'?&!e '.'*.:» l-:' 
God's help* Mow you j&ink ahmt |y,.r for a i$ile. 
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5 12 ^sg&JMgsjs^' 
(Matthew 15:27) 



GSACS, Mercy and Peace from God 
oar Father and from His Son Jesus 
Christ, pur Biassed Lord. Aasa. 



l/h© asso&g us wiLJL not admit that some women are easy to look at, a 
certain number, of course, mors so than others. Here and ther« are wcisan 
who do their best to give nature a graeiciia assist. They master the art 
of making fcha sk?s£ o:"-' •".■■'■ -lr ieatures. She* spend perfectly good money for 
cosmetics, and oa occasion will enroll in so-called beauty courses in ordar 
to help them make the most of their make' -up tin.©;, 

;iow there is absolutely nothing wrong with this business of giving head 
to one's appearance. la many cases we'ro glad, that some folks do. A little 
grooming a&u so a long way* and the abssHCS off it can be demoralising, either 
for a person whose hair hasn't been styled to her satisfaction, or to the 
rest of us who would haws welcomed soma e :hm: styling. 

In the parish that I served before I became your Paster wa had a woman 
who by fesr otm admission spent & solid hal*-haur making herself up before she 
came downstairs to see another member of her family, or perchance before the 
door-bell would ring. She placed such a hi;*h value upon her cwm personal 
appearance. 

With that as a background, let me remind you that Dwlght L, Moody, the 
great evangelist, the evangelist who had his day before Billy Sunday, and 
Billy Sunday had his? day b&fosra Billy Graham. ..... Dwlght L. Moody used to 

say to his ^udteacss that any number of people would spend any amount of 
aoney, within reason, of course, so the photographer who would take their 
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picture and then give thest * portrait that, ia thair words, did them justice. 
But what they really were saying, it flattered then. It asda the most of 
their features,, And of course they would not have a goad word for £he photo- 
grapher whoas sssd product; wasn't, to chads liking. All of tM — every single 
one of us, likes Co have his batter features seen. And again aed aver so 
often thar© are people who will make it their business to enhance those 
features whan they iiake thelx personal appearance. 

But ob the other hand, says Dwight L. Moody, if there could he. a photo- 
grapher who could t«ke a picture of the huasn heart, so that you and I could 
he exposed to people as we really are, that photographer would have to (?o 
out of business because he wouldn't have any customers - - that generally 
speaking, we den ? t wast to as ssssi as we really are, that ws won*? ouch like 
what we will sem. iiad that '3 the reason some psychiatrists end counsellors 
will tell u» that sow folks ere always trying to ran away fron themselves. 
At oa® tins or another they've gotten a gliiapse of themselves as they really 
are., and they doa't nock like what they have seen. 

Would you believe ©s if x mare to tell you that that's why some of us 
think twice before we ask some people te tell so what th&y really think, bo- 
caus© when they answer us they nay give us so answer as to whet they think of 
us aisd they could be that h a —at 1 And we're reluctant to expose ourselves 
to that kiitM of risk. Acd what damage we do to some of our friends because 
we force thorn into a bind, ami us hava sons friends who will mmc teH us 
what they really thlsk because they're afraid o£ losi&r; oar friendship. Wo 
put people in that awkward p osit ion, you know — just because soas of us am 
afraid to be exposed to the person that we happen to be, to he seen as we 
actually are I 

For some people introspection is a very demoralizing thing. It's the last 
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thiag in the world that I would suggest to soon people, honestly — so t-:o off 
by themselves and do nothing but take a long deep look into thsraselves. . . . . . 

because Vu not 30 aura they can afford to do It. And yet there ere tines 
when it has to be done, A man need s Co look at himself. And that's the 
title for today's sermon: "TO 888 (HE'S SSL?" - - end the text is front so 
exciting chapter of Scripture, not always understood, I dan say.... you'll have 

some trouble with it, I wars you, whew you read that. 13th chapter of Matthew 
and discover fee yourself the kind of an sagounler that Jesus Christ had with 
a wonaa who cam to Him pleading for attention, In fact the text for this 
sermon is the 27th versa of that 15th chapter, when the wonoa after a while 
said so Jesus Christ, "Alright, Lard, even .the L dgjj,e_ . «MJ£roj^tha_cru^_jhag 
fa ll from their master's table" 

....when she said that, she was admitting that 

He had forced her to take a look at herself, and that's exactly what 

she saw. » . ...... 

Let N remind you of that encounter. She cams tc Him asking a blessing 
for a child of hers,. She wasn't of the faith - - she was a Jewess. Sow Jesus 
Christ, before lie perforaed any miracle, was always primarily Interested la 
meeting the need of the person, and that'.'? why Ho took time to engage her in 
this encounter. And quite frankly, from our standpoint today, Ha gave he* 
& rough tin*. He aakad her one question after another and He made her feel 
very uncomfortable..,. and Bs backea her up against the wall, to the extent 
•ahera she ted to say, "Alright, Lord, even dogs eat from the crumbs that fall 
from Chair master's table - - if that's as low as X n, than I'll admit that 
I'm that low." 

Robert Burns was absolutely right when he said 1 ■■: nothing about a gift 
'*ssai&g given to us tc see ourselves as others set us. It seeds to hapoea aga.m 
and again, fiatm folks do u% ?■:■ g>;&st sar-.?:vK -7 :;,ol : :.i?i::i a'- :*.-y£g rfi^li«:y„ by 
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our lack of integrity. Seme of us sssa'e take Is., Sat a man will never get 
vary far until hs daes gat a glimpse of himself, and frost the Christian per- 
spective X'XX tall you exactly what you're going to see, and it isn't going 
to he very attractive I - - from the Christian perspective y«« ? Il see yourself 
the sinner that you .are, as X sss myself the sinner that I am. 

You begin at Chat point: from aha Christian perspective to see yourself 
as yon are, you're a sltm&ri And that's ©us reason why 1 continue to have 
profound gratitude for this timeless liturgy that we use la the Lutheran 
church by which we bagia every Sunday at the same point — you've h&azd tne 
remind you of this before . . . "We poor sinners confess unto Thee that: we 
are by nature sinful and un cle an . . ., " Ho sooner did we begin the service 
last Sunday than that's what we said. ....no sooner did we begist the service 
today until we said It...., and we' XX be saying it again rmxt Sunday, and the 
Sunday after that aad the Sunday after that. AM I dare say, so matter how 
nobly iatestioaed you aad I m&y fee right now, within aa hoar after this serv- 
ice is over we'XX be doing battle with ourselves because we won't be ©early 
as noble as we are right bow.... aad we'll be eossBittisg oaa sin after another, 
I know myself that wll,, aed I know you tbat wall, md maybe that's one reason 
why we trust aad rasssat ourselves as much as we do after these twc decades 
together. Well yea begin &t that point aad in the sight of God you see your- 
seXf the sinner that you are. 

But I want to warn you* it won't do much good to stand in a corner then 
and beat your breast aad says "I'm a sinner . , , Vm a sinner , , . I'm a 
sinner . . , I'm a sinner . . . , . and just have ess lament after another. 
You b*3&5 &T ' #&&-£ point bat yoa don't e£ay_ fete* a! As a Christian you don't 
have to stay there, because, I'm k&ppy ts tell you what I Ijsvs toXd you feafsra 
- - thet I'm going to kme? ©sn telling it to you because you need to hear it — 
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every saint lias bis past, sad every sinner has his future . 

ted that leads to the n<ect leveS., the other glimpse chaK you've got to 
gat - - £&rowgh the less of God you see yourself a sinner, asd glsyc through 
the lens of God yea see yourself as somebody exceedingly precious. Every 
single one of us remains a child of God. ife aey ho disobedient, we way he 
contrary and rebellious, hut we're atill children of a Heavenly Fatter* And 
that too we will see through the mirror of the soul. 

You and 1 forget it, however. We not only forget it with ourselves and 
rule God out of the picture vh&a there's hep® for the situation, ws damage 
other pecpie because we forget that this truth applies to them as well ~ we 
rule them out of the picture — we short-change them, we say there's so hops 
for them, jnat because they aren't where they ought to be. When I think of 
that precious mother of raise : stooped to our level, thooe alx kids of as - - 
_ time and Siraa again - - - surely we weren't where we should hax?e been, but she 
began where we were! — and dealt with us from that point, and then moved ?ss 
in that direction* 

God deals with us that way, here's an exceedingly precious verse of 
Scripture that says, "While we were yet sinners, God wag in Christ reconciling 
us to his*. , . s! - - .^hjy^jre^were^jgejtj^nnarjB - - - God doesn't wait Sox us to 
be good in order to love us. fed loves us in order that we might become good! 
And that's just basic Bound philosophy, Ira any kind of personal relationships, 
too, 1 dare say. And that's also the other glimpse that you have to gee of 
yourself in the world of the Arab culture, those blessed Arabs have a way ©f 
saying, you don't des-plss any piece of paper, no matter how tiny or insiguifl- 
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ease, because on that scrap of paper tbex asK.fi of AjLLah, aha name o: Ged, cast 
be written. 

I'm happy £o tell you that Gcd feals that way about us, too! God never 

■^aah&B His hmtda of ms» God never twrisa His bask on uaa „ , „ God's alsssys will- 
ing to begin with us wkmre we are and thea move from that point. We have to 
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ba that honest nwitfe ourselves. Disobedient ~ - yea. Eafc a Heavenly Fafi!s@r 
who says, "You're still Htiael - - I still leva you, I will never 1st you go/' 
And as the past says, it's like the Hfjuad of Heaven, is will pursue as con- 
stantly — we*ra that precicasl Miserable sinners that we may be, we're 
precious - - - 'so p;ra«ious that Ha gave Hia Son so die for us. 

X*ae saa suggest to you aoaafefelag that you do wail to keep ia mind whoa 
you look st yourself, sad Chat ia that you aay discover that you are your mm 
biggest problem. It's not been a vary happy thiag for as to admit that, feiat 
I made some progresa whets I've begun z® remember it. And you, too, consti- 
tute yourself as you* biggest problan. Quit worrying shout a world that's 
going to Ball, sand begin to worry about the dlraotioa is which you'rs moving. 
That's th® way you begin to solve the problems of the world; you asks It s. 
point to guaraataa that thara will b«s or%e lass rascal ia the world, and that 5 ® 
yottl 

How I have | hii suggestion f or you also, that whoa you tsfca s look at 
yourself la the. raf 5 actios of God's lova, always ba hottest with God. Sometimes 

I think that's about: the only thing that GM iivnt asks from us, that wa ba 
honest wife Him, And ^|v F notl H® can't afford anything other than that fee- 
cause Ha saarehas the alnd of asa sad Ha kaows oar haart. He has that apiri- 
tual photographic equipment. ,*.,., He has that spiritual X-ray that sees straight 
through us. So it's high time that we quit doing a lot of shadow-boxing, and 
begin by baiag hoaast with H:ls& srho seas sis just as wa are. 

Qaa oi ay favorlta saints, you know, of the early Church was Augustine. Ss 
was a rascal. You naas® any sin, sad hs had eoeamitted it* But tc his everlast- 
ing credit 'm. wm honest with God - - gsj honest that on occasion we're told ha 
would p-ray; "Dear God, take away all of ny sins"... (and then with h: ■■ haada ia 
:;,;!; '-^ tt«'d go lies this) - - "but net oa® — aa^ra ass the last one of themi 
fake tham ell away but «as of them!" God heard his prayer, . .sad God took all his 
sia# away «se®pt that one. And be ^as plagued by it, And then he raad© a little 



to ■ '• .-, - a 

mora progress, bsis.g basically honest wit* Sod, and be prayed sos-ething like 
this*. "0 God 9 m&ka ma pure! '/..»., (but than that kmm, at the back of his mwuth 
sgsia) - - "bat not tonight." And Q&$ heard Ms prayasr f and ha wasn't pure 
that nights Aad than ha reached the point in his baste honesty when ha said, 
"Alright , Gods taka all say «ias away, and I throw myself completely at your 
mercy - - taka over! - - redoes as© totally! " and when he could be that honeat, 
you got a s&i&t «n& your hands. 

Sos? sons of us ara say .lag this to you, if you doa't aiind. We're trying 
just a little hie harder than we did laat month, l&Bt weak, last year. We 
really d& want to be better thaa we are. We've takes a glimpse of ourselves 
sad we're sot satisfied with what we've seas* Bless bar seal, I wish you could 
hava b®@a present the sight she spoke oi; you could have read «h© letter that 
she's written Faster David and ma . . . «he came to on© of the interpretative 
m last we«k» She's a divorcee with two kids en bar bands. The job that 
has on Capital BUI is going to be abolished within & couple o£ snaths. Bus 
©he Im® new Ufa la Christ right now - - sfca'a turning i;v&s hex life to His com- 
pletely* AM with all this uncertainty she has this complete fai th in -Jesus 
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Fund. Maybe we won't even be here to use it, bat 1*11 do my best to honor my 
pledge." Shis In what happens when you tarn your life over completely, whet 
you're ttmt honest....."! can't do it any I<s«ga;f by myself, God — take over." 
T7ell I apotea what X wanted to say as I walk ac^y from this desk now. S@ 
patient with some of us. We have taken a Xook at ourselves, and we're not satis' 
fled, Wa B re not gefctlag better by tomorrow morning at 10-CM- s'slw--, sf ^ue^ as 
ws'd like. We're asking Sod &© be patient with us. &fe believe -Ha will, And 
it's acje to© much to &£ggea£ that nayb© you, &y the grace of God, will also be 
patient with tm, And ^bssa fihat happens, » man ess afford to take & look at 

himself . 

* 8 * 

(this ssms'S®, transcribed ss recorded) 



Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

Festival of Harvest October 10 „ 1976 



"TO SEE OUR BLESSINGS" 



GRACE, Mercy and Peace from God 
our Father and from His Son 
Jesus Christ, our Blessed Lord. 
Ames. 



I can't: remember when my father didn't have a garden. When we lived in 
that small town there was always the back yard, the field behind it, I can 
remember how he would go out and sped® it all by himself until soma of the 
rest of us were old enough to help Mia with the spading..,,.! can remember how 

he would wait for the s®@d catalogue to arrive, even in mid-winter, and how he 
would get my sister to make out the annual order aad put it In the mail. ... I 
can remember when the time came for the harvest, and. how he would dig a trench, 
or perhaps bury a barrel, and in it would go the celery? and the cabbage, car- 
rots, and the other things that, he would keep as late, perhaps, as Thanksgiving" 
time. Sometimes we weren't able to make the winter with some of the vegetables. 
It was always a measures of pride that he had in his garden , aad even when the 
sunset years of his life set in, he was able to care for a garden until infirmi- 
ties finally took their toll. 

A very vivid picture thai; I have of my father is his sitting out there under 
a grape arbor, iookieg, if you don't mind, and justifiably so, with a measure of 
prida that he couldn't find s-j much as a siugle wead in his garden. Stooped as 
he was, he took care of it. 

I'm glad that he did. For as he cared for that garden he taught me. to have 
respect for the good earth, tie taught me, even to this day, so matter where he 
may go, that it is by tbe Lord's hand that we are sustained, that his bounty 
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does not fail. One of the curses that comes so us in aa urbanised civilization 
is that there are aay number of kids who grow up today without any appreciation 
for what it means to have the fruits of the earth planted... tended... eventually 
garnered, of course, from your own little plot, wher«ver it may be. 

We are exceedingly fortunate here at Saint Luke that some of the vegetables 

that you ss& have bees grown by members of our own parish. One man in parti- 
cular who tills his soli is celebrated - - his picture appeared in a recent news- 
paper, within a garden not very far from Saint Luke, in fact you could walk from 
Saint Luke to that place right now within a setter of nlnut@s. But not everybody 
gets a shame to see a. garden like that, and not everybody gets a chance to work 
in a garden, 

I bring this message to you on this Festival of the Harvest for the simple 
reason that only as we keep ourselves close to the good earth can we keep our- 
selves as a reminder that it is bir Cod's hand that we are sustained, There's a 
text for this meditation - - it's from the 51st Psalm, it's the 15th verse: 

' '°- kar d, open thou my lips, and m y 
Mouth shall show fort h thy praise. " 

liy f&th-ar used to tell ma that God cads the garden possible. He wasn't 
much of a pnsacher, he wasn't a theologian.... ..he was a God-fearing man. Oh, 

he knew very well thai; he had to dig up the earth - - he fe&ew that...... he knew 

there were times when It had to be fertilized — he was aware of that. He knew 
that a lot depended upon the kind of seed that you ware able to gat — • ha wasn't 
insensitive to that fart. He also knew that & certain amount of cultivation was 
necessary, and sometimes you'd have to spray..... and always titers ware those 

potato bugs that had £>:• be shaken off, that was the way we dealt with them at 
that time - - he was asiare of that. But he also kept reminding himself that it 
was God who gave the increase, it was God who seat the rain, it was God who sent 
the sun,- It Was God wli i ordered springtime, and the harvest. And every now and 
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"To See Our 31e s3iagg'" (3) 

then, even though he didn't pray as a prayer, he would stand there and lift his 
eyes heavenward. I knew exactly what he was thinking. ...... , 

.....he might have prayed, "0 Lord, open thou my lips, and 

my laouth shall show forth £hy praise . . ,r .... .but ia toy 

father's ease he didn't have to offer a prayer lite that. 
Gratitude came very naturally. 
The older one becomes, the more these memories come upon us s you know that. 
And you'll have to indulge me for a second, if you don't rrind, while I go back 
memory ! s lane again, and this time talk about my mother, I remember her taking 
me by the hand to visit in a neighbor's house, and I was overwhelmed by the 
arona. . . . . the neighbor was baking molasses cookies. And she did, of course, what 

any good neighbor would do, she recognized the hunger in the little boy's stomach, 
and she gave him a fresh-baked molasses cookie* I don't think in all of my years 
I've ever tasted a cookie that feasted quite as Rood as that one did,. And I ate 
it eagerly. 

....but then my aether shook me and jolted me a bit and said, 

''Aren't you forgetting sons thing ?''....„ .and of course I had 

forgotten what she had taught me, and she was prodding me, 
arid so it was at that point that I first said ''Thank you" to 
the lady. ...... .but I wouldn't have said the "thank you" if 

she had not prodded trie, 
ilow that's why there's weaning in this particular text that I've read for 
you - - "0 Lord,, You opes my lips, in order that my mouth may shew forth Thy 
praise." God oas His own way of prodding us to become grateful. It doesn't 
com© to everyone naturally. And because we asad to be grateful , we need to 
recognise our dependency, that every now and then you and I have to ask God £o 
remind us to be thankful. Some of us just won't do it on our own. 

When Ellwood DeLong, God. bless him, now of precious memory - - designed 
for us the Chapel of the Grateful Heart, he made it a place that's chuck- full 



_ 
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of symbolism. Evea the paw ends have symbols, if you go and sometimes sit there 
and look at the pew ends..... the windows are filled with symbolism. But Share's 
one symbol ia particular that has made aa Impact upon my mind* and that's in the 
beam directly above the altar. There *s a wood carving that represents the Holy 
Spirit - - like a dove descending from Heaven with fire in its mouth to breathe 
upon %i& t to inspire us. That's a function of the Holy Spirit — to inspire us 
and to motivate us. And God every now and then finds it absolutely necessary to 
motivate us and to inspire us* Hlmsalf, in order that w© might acknowledge His 
goodness. He was a wise ?aaa who took the initiative and said, "Go ahead, God — 
You ©pea wf lips , in order that my saoutk shall show forth Thy praise." 

You and I ask Gad for a lot of things in our life-time — honestly we 
do. But I've come to this sacred desk this morning to remind you that of all 
the things that we ought to ask Him for, w® ought never to forget that we ought 
to ask Him to help us to remind us that we should be thankful. For there's 
always something exceedingly precious that sets in when a man begins to recog- 
nize the gratitude that he owas to someone. We're robbed of something whea we 
forget te fess grateful.. „„,,' S Q Lord, open Thou my lips, that ay mouth shall show 
forth Thy praise.* 1 

I sometimes think it would be wonderful if we could paraphrase that 
and say, "0 Lord, open Thou my eyes - - - ia order that wy lips shall sound Your 
praise." My father sat there under that arbor and looked ©at at that little 
gardee and recognised there the thing for which he could be grateful... .he kept 
his eyes open to what he could see. 

How seldom you and I go through life with our eyes kept wide open, 
that wa might be able to see the common mercies for which we should be constantly 
grateful. As yse found your way to this place this morning, there's a fresh 
world out there! It's clean and it's cool and it*s crisp* The rain did some- 
thing to fre® a certain element ©f pollution from the atmosphere, and evea when 
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the chill air set in last night, and you walked from your car to this place 
this morning, did you breathe deeply t And were you fortunate enough to look 

up last sight and to see the brilliance of the moon, and the striking quality 
of the starsf And this morning, could you see for a. while how completely un- 
clouded it was? May I ask you this j - - it happens every day I — something as 
simple as this - - - God has never missed a sunrise yet I Every dawn He gives 
us a brand new bar.iaB.lng! 

L©rd s >pen sty eyas - - - that I nay see! 
God bless ay father.. ., ..he s-it Cher© and he looked, and he thanked God for 
what he coald see in that garv.en, and recognised the gracious hand of the Al~ 
mighty. «... ».' r Earth's crammed with Heaven, and every common bush afire with God" 
— said th« poet one time - - ; but only the nan who sees takes off his shoes and 
worships i the rest sit around and eat blackberries . * ! 

Via cox-.plain whan we net a headache we complain when we gat a backache. 
There are some people who never know a single hour without sosaa measure of pain. 
For sotm of as it happens inf r squently, but when it happens it eeems as though 
the whole world has to suffer because of our inconvenience, of our momentary 
pain and misery. And yet agai: , and again and again there is that constant 
measure of good health. ........ c, Lord, open Thou my eyes that 1 may see - - and 

give thanks." 

I prod myself. And God has His way of prodding me, too. I once went for 
24 hours whan 1 first made a tri.p overseas shortly after World War II, without 
having before m© a single drop >£ water. I can't begin to tell you how grateful 
I was when I had taken in my baud a glass of water. ..........in front of us con- 
stantly, the common mercies of Jod. 

vtfhan I became involved with the appeal for ftmds for the Enlarged Facility, 
I bad reason to believe that th«: goal could be achieved because I knew in this 
parish that there are people who could count their blessings - - people who had 



bean at death's door, and were snatched from It.. «.„ people who had a sreat 
burden that they had carried for years suddenly lifted...... people who had 

fasten estranged from Jesus Christ and who had found new life ...... people who 

had haem. separated from one another, and then been reconciled. . . • 
t . • .1 knew this kind of tiling was happening in this 
parish, I kasw It was happening ia yjsur life..... 

and I was banking heavily upon those who could return to God a grateful 

heart « and I prayed that God would open their eyes that they might see how 
they had been sustained and blessed. 

I don't know how it raay be with you, but I constantly Rive thanks to God 
for what soxae of us know in and through Saint Luke Church. For soue of as it's 
a bit of Heaven here on earth.- where people endeavor to reflect what God wants 
to happen here on earth. And there are some of you who are sensitive to this, 
— whose eyes are open to it, and you respond gratefully, 

ily d&bt to Eliwood Delottg, again* is very great, for when ia the Chapel 

of the Grateful Heart the words were to be chosen to be placed abov« the 

altar - - what finer words for asy person? - - 

1 ' Bless the Lord, ray soul, and forget 
taot all his benefit s ..»_.,». ._»_J'. 

The coo&aon mercies surround us constantly. Hot the lease of the blessings that 

eoiae to us is the knowledge that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Saviour, cur 

friend and our Ilaster, who is always with us, who never leaves us. Only the 
person who is sensitive,, who knows that his sins are being forgiven , who knows 
that when he dies he has the hope, of Heaves, who knows that in this present moment 
life can be lived purposefully ■- - - - "0 Lord, opes our eyes s that w& may see the 
blessisag that eotaes to us ia the relationship that we have with Jesus Christ:. 85 

How that leads ran to read for you the lines of a poesi, a ssn who laments 
the fact that Jesus probably had & brother who never realised what a wonderful 



thins that h* had la a brother such as Jmus: 



"And Josea, the brother of Jesus 
Was oaly a worker ia wood, 
And ha could never see the Kreatar 
that Jesus his brother could, 
not 

'Why stays, he/in the work-shop? 1 
Ha often used to cosaplaits. 
Sawing the lumber, imparting to 

woods their staisaa* 
Why raust he go thus roaming, 
Forsaking ay father's trad©? 
While homers are busily sounding, 
And there is gals to fee aadef* 

This ran the miad of Joses, 
Apt with pluraiiet and rule; 
Deeming whoever surpassed him 
Either a knave or a fool. 

For he sever walked with the prophets 
Of God's great gardaa of bliss, 
And of all the mistakes of the ages, 
The saddest, ssefchinks, is this: 
To havs such a brother as Jeans, 
To gp&ak with Him day by day-, 
And never to catch the vision 
Which glorifies Ilia day." 
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Seraon - Pastor hayiiond Shaheen 

The Hlaeteenth Sunday After Pentecost October 17 r 1976 



FESTIVAL OF PRAISE 



GSACE, harcy ftad Feeee from God 
our Father and fron His So^-> 
Jesus Christ-, our Biassed Lord. 
Aeen. 



It seemed to . cuat chare in only ona verse of Scripture that could 
serve as a tr-.t for | * ;r. ; ' : BBditattlea M «hla festival of Praise. It is 
recorded as Chi 

■' - 

' I 14 • ;- m] 
■ .V'. '■' - ' w I U .ra^ue the Lord, 

I ! ki aof .:. ••: • _ x aseywstafe as I 

indicate to ye u m - - ami .. . r =. . .■ .; • . g? --ry- three minutes 

that we spar- ■■-. ■•.- 1 ~ in dlvittd rvraalf '. ,--!• these walla la ^iven either 
to music or to 1 I fne* aey BSffla* blare occurred to you. 

...let m repeet it Lt could t c ut-of-eyery - 

three minutes — a tair.i of aw ■ ■..■- spent together in 
fefcis tees ©1 •■ • wrship - - i ; ; {iven either to atngtmf 
or to music. . . . . 
Maybe it's a greater period than (hat. 4*4 wall it ifcottM be! Tor Christianity 
gives us something worth, singing about. 

Of all tar: religions ia Ilia WBKl p fe t$MH altOf tfher, nana rakes quite as 
much of the mialatry of prals* fta d**a tue Christian religion. You say not have 
thought of it thla way, btit for t'::„ '-wont believer la Jesus Christ , for the 
fervent followar. b« aaya — ' tdllla I live I will -praise the Lord ! ' - - r ...coae 
wind or MMM&CT, no natter what happens, I Mi bring honor and -lory to God's 
name." 

When we dedicated the Chapel of the Grateful Heart, that precious quiet 
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corner within this place of worship under the large roof which is Saint Luke 
Church, we made it perfectly plain that it was to be known as the Chapel of 
the Grateful Heart, and that whoever would come and be in that place would be 
somebody who would come in order to give God thanks. Someone was heard to 
say that to Hie - - "But woat about a person who might not have anything for 
which to be thankful? Does that mean he could not come here to pray?" 

perish the thought that anyone who would come to 

pray to God should be a parson who could not be thank- 
ful, should be a person who could not give praise and 
honor to God's name! The very fact that there is One 
to whom he could turn is enough for a person to give 
praise, and gratitude! 
Mo matter how oppressive the burden may be that rests upon a man's heart, there 
is always One to whoa: he can turn. And that's enough to cause a man to be 
grateful and to turn to God with praise upon his lips. 

"While I live ■ says the Psalmist, "I will give praise unto God." 

That means, doesn't it, that a parson has to be rather selective, that means 
he has to be very careful lest at times he concentrate too much upon all the 
ill that could happen to him, and then permit himself to believe that this is 
a wicked world, and that the Devil has complete control. Christians accept 
the fact that evil, while it is strong, never gets beyond second place. The 
strongest force in the world is the power for good. Christians remember that. 

And as I stand at this sacred desk I want you to know that we are the ones 
who recognize the fact that we not only have a God who watches over us, but is 
a God who cares for us not only in this world but in the world to come. When 
as a minister of the Gospel I am called upon to minister to you in your time 
of grief, surely my heart is made heavy. I cannot have walked with you during 
these two decades without knowing very well how keenly you feel the passing of 
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of a loved one. But when 1 stand with you I am constrained to remind myself 
that I minister to you in the name of One who translates us from this world into 
His nearer presence! — and that is not the worst thing that can happen to those 
whom we love, or even to us. The worst thing that could happen is to die without 
the knowledge of the saving grace of Jesus Christ. Job, plagued and perplexed in 
this world, could say, as it seemed unbalanced, n The Lord gave - the Lord takes 
away - - ''....but he didn't stop at that point! Ke went on triumphantly to de- 
clare • ~ "Blessed be the name of the Lord." Come wind or weather then, God has 
given ua something worth singing about! — a God who will never leave us, a God 
who will never forsake us, a God who sent Kis Son into the world to die for us, 
that we might always be with Him. We have something to sing about, because there 
is nothing, absolutely nothing in this world, that can separate us from the love 
of God. 

Even when sin enters into the picture, Jssus Christ takes the initiative and 
says, "If you will, I will take your sin away.' 8 That's why we call ourselves: 
"Those who sing the songs of the redeemed." 

God willing, tonight some of us will emplane to head for South America , and 
as an extension of the ministry of this church I will be your representative to 
a people who are proclaiming the saving grace of Jesus Christ. Their lot is not 
a pleasant one. They proclaim the love of God against great odds. I should hope 
that I may be able to take with me a cassette, a tape recording, of your singing 
this morning, that it may serve as a measure of brightness and joy to those to 
whom I shall minister in the name of Jesus Christ. And now, on this Festival of 
Praise, it's time to sing. For the greater part you remain seated, if you will. 
One word of instruction, if you don't mind — there's an italicised stanse every 
now and then, and that is when the congregation will turn to a single voice in 
the choir to be heard at that point, and then we'll join in otherwise. Sing, now, 

because you have something to sing about! - - 

(transcribed asrrecorded) 
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A FAVORED PEOPLE 



God our Father and from Ills 
Son, Jesus Christ* our Blessed 
Lord. Amen* 



Pastor David s wh^s knows how tiring and wearying travel can be, very thought- 
fully sad graciously offered to preach this morning, suggesting that perhaps I'd 
gather up strength for next Lord's Day sermon. But how could I keep myself from 
the pulpit today? la the i-aserim sines I have been gone, every sight that I saw, 
every sound that I heard, every experience that I encountered, has been weaving 
itself into the fabric of a senaon that just had to be preached today. 

In all honesty, X am brimful of all that 1 experienced since I last stood 
at this sacr@d d&sk„ There has been a passage of Scripture that's made its 
claim upon my heart, and my mind as well, as I return to this pulpit. Let me 
now read it for you without any further hesitation. It is Psalm #48, it's 

kindness, God., in the midst ' 

Now in all likelihood I should tall you that this text refers to a man who 
went to church. Whether ha stood, knelt ©r gas — the posture is completely ir- 
relevant - - but while he was there, from a purely human point of view, lie 
thought about the human scene, he thought about the world of which he was pars, 

and within the sacred walls of the temple suddenly it oecurrad to him that of 

all the people on the face of the earth, his people war® in a favored position. 

And that's why he says, in a classic manner - - 

"We have thought of your loving-kindness , God, in 
the midst of the temple." 






. ...sines X cam* here to worship it suddenly occurred to me how fortunate I 
am ekat I happen to be the person that I am . . , how fortunate I am that I 
live where I live . . . how fortunate I am that I can be part of the world 
that's bees as blessed as the world I know . . . 

How X wast to tsake bold to givs you a rather free, daring and reckless 
-'"'-' ■■'/■^-i'--.'- r/<L ;;:?.%?; :':'r\--J- ; a.- Y-mj. ;--:. kf-.-id Ivr. fsr ^ci^sslf „ ii,i; i. ;• -.,.':, It ??,■;:;;- 
re-read it, it occurred to me that I could say it ft© you in these words; 
"Great day in the morning, God! - - suddenly it 
occurs to me how well off I am! Why, God, whea I 
think of your track record for ray people, when X 
think how your mercies have constantly surrounded 
sss, when I think of what could have happened - - 
why, ; God - - I know full well how the enemy amassed 
itself and came to attack us, and when they realised 
who w© were sad where we were and what we had , they 
were completely demoralised, and they went away. 
Aad s God j suddenly it occurs to me that we're well 
off! We've a great deal going for us. Asd as X sit 
here and think about you. X want to thank you..... 
. »..and what's more, God, before X leave church I'll 
tell you what I'm going to do? I'm going to walk 
as-ound inside the place, and I'm going to continue 
to think about it, and I'm going to make you a promise, 
that from now on I'm going to do everything X can to 
tell the next generation how good we've had it, and 
how wonderful you are. . . * " } 
Mow I'm warning you, that's a free,, reckless and daring translation ©f th* 
Psalm. But you go home today and you read it for yourself, in whatever trans- 



latloa you prefer , and I'dbt willing to feeliave that you would come to the 
same conclusion, no matter how you phrase it - - that the man who had this 
experience in church was a man who recognised that his position was a favored 
one* that not many other people wars ®s well off as h<$. 

Jfow it's against the back-ground of the past three weeks that I come to 
the sacred pulpit* Some of us have touched base with the Third World - - we've 
been there . * . w-s^vs sa©a . . . we've heard . . . we've experienced. We shall 
■ Wi ?;gal. :■ fefl tfeo aesr--:-. 

How could I walk casually across the parking let this morning at quarter- 
after-sis, and then com® to my study and further reflect upon the responsibility 
that rests upon me to proclaim God's truth - - how eculd X walk casually? Bid 
I not walk more seriously than ever this morning when I came to this sacred 
desk - - realizing, es an example, that jus ; a week ago yesterday the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church of Chile was in convention . . . ? 

...you're impressed t aren't yo«? - - a church in convention — 
and immediately you this! is terms of thousands of 
people, <f not hundreds off delegates..... 
Well there were about 35 people in that room who came to represent the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church in Chile - - one out of perhaps 285,000 of the ten million 
CM;.. ■■•■". ■■::, 

How could I walk easily to this pulpit this morning, when I remember how 
the President of that Church spent hours, ami I don't know how many days,, deal- 
ing with the bureaucracy, just to get permission to have a church convention. 

The military took over in Chile -— you ks.ow that, don't you? «— three years 
ago. Ail constitutional rights were set aside. You don* ' 

the consent of the government* And at five o'clock,, a week ago yesterday after- 
noon, the 35 people who were delegates to that convention, about the only people 
is the place, becssas very uneasy..... somebody eaiae into the room — a stranger. 



- 



But issaediataly they sensed who he was. He was from the government. He knew 
they were going to have an election. ... they couldn't have the elections without 
his being present. And so he says, "Go ahead and have your elections — is "a 
bean authorised. You have a vacancy on the executive council that needs to bm 
filled! You can do it. But whaf: you'll do is thiss you'll g±*« me three names „ 
and then I'll take thsaa to the bureaucrat. He'll, study those three names sad 
then he'll name the perros fet you. You won't asms him yourself. You can pro- 
pose a slate of three nestes, but we'll make the final choice . . , H 

.....how da you suppose I could walk casually to this place today? 
— when I r«aliz< that my brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ 
live and minister against that kind of background! 
I had different responsibilities while I was gone. Incidental to preparing 
the studies and sharing t.heu with our brothers and sisters in Christ there t I 
was asked to spend tfcree days with a man, just to give him moral support - - 
just to be with him! - - sv s brother in Christ £ - - to let him know that you 
care - - - to let him kn<* r that we know that he's there. 

His lot is not as. ewy one. Winifred and I had lunch with them the last 

down 
day that we were in C'OKW^eioa . . . that's about an eight-hours' ride 

from Santiago. Aad whlli v» w®re in his hosa he told us about the eleu2tloB ia 
which he findi himself. 3a came to Chile about three years ago, just when the 
military took over, and immediately he got involved in trying to help people. 

He was there as a minisuwr of Jesus Christ - - he didn't care what the rsgime 
was. Ms only know eh?/. ■ f-: :--*::■. '."■::■■■ 

Some of those pecple who came to him ware the enemies of the state. How 
you know exactly whal they to him - - guilt by asseciati-se.* His mail is 
censored. AM some 4 ':.. % the street comer opposite his apartment occasionally 

somebody who just star els fcter® and watches the people who go up to see him. He 
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has an office ia his apartment . . . the houseboy — he's a man — is an 
informer.,.. he hears everything., he sees everything. How caa I walk casually 
to Saint Luk& Church today., when I realize what so great freedom I have, and 
lay brother ia Christ does his day's work' against that kind of harrassramt? 

How do you suppose I felt when I stood ia this pulpit at 95 43, when just 
before that service began I grafted her in the corridor — she's one of the 
Chilean refugees that Saint Luke Church has sponsored. She's a lovely person, 
charming, beautiful., Aad before I realized it I was telling her about toe 
beauty of Santiago - - it's springtime there now, the foliage is perfectly 
beautiful, roses as big as my hand . . . I mentioned the streets on which we 
walked and shopped,, Avsnue del Providencia, Avenue del Santa Maria . . . . her 
eyes began to mist. I felt like a hael! Santiago was her 1iqej©1 :io natter 
what we offer her hare ia America — a free world, a new world, a brave world, 

aad we welcome, her and her family, of course but Santiago was her home. 

She will not return. She cannot. 

...how do you suppose I. fair, when I talked to her! I could not corns 
easily to this sacred pulpit this morning, even though I could not keep myself 
from it. So with the Psalmist of old I say to myself, as I view the world of 
which I have been parts "0 God, how favored we are!" 

Now I recognize full well that the Psalmist lived la the pre-Christian era. 
And he permitted himself to believa that he had a particular spot ia God's 
heart that nobody else had. Well don't get me wrong, aad my commitment to 
Jesus Christ is firm enough to know that God does not love us Bore aad them 
less! I can't explain to you why we happen to be where we are and why our Sot 
happeas to be what it is, I only know our position is more favored. And some 
of yoa have' heard me say this again and again, and I'll go on repeating it as 

> ' gives me breath and energy to the day I die - I'll thank (iod ekat when 

my father wanted to go to another world, aad he left his beloved Lebanon, chat 
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he came all the way to the United States. 

In Chile there's still a state of siege, after three years. And apain let 
ne say s constitutional rights are put as5.de. How if this doesn't much impress 
you, if you have yet to Ret on fire for human rights - - then let me talk to 
you atout something that you might understand a little easier. 

So matter how much you complain about inflation, in Chile last year it was 
a poict a day — 360 percent last year.... this year might be a little bit bet- 
ter, maybe 200 percent. The poor? If they're lucky they 'may make 50 - 60 dol- 
lars a month. In Peru, beef - - you can buy it if you have the money, fifteen 
days oat of the month. Ualf of the month it's not slaughtered , it's not avail- 
able. ... 

....you complain about the high price of foodf It's an established 

fact, the study has been made - - here iu the United States we spend 
about 17% of our income for food. In the Third TJorld, about 6S to 
70a of your income goes for food. 
. . . . .there's a curfew in the piece that we visited. We no sooner 

landed in lima than the man who drove us to the hotel said the 
curfew •— • ■ veil if you're out at night between one or five in the 
morning, the military sees you, they shoot and then ask the questions 
afterward.. . . . 

1 cannot come easily to this pulpit this morning, even though I can't keep my- 
self from it, because- I feel tugging at my hand is nay brother- in-Chr 1st, Viktor 
Astacio, and the chains is which he finds himself ... .....and then I remember Bias, 

who said to me, "Pastor, I got a copy of the yearbook of the Lutheran Church in 
America. , . I have seen the statistics of Saint Luke Lutheran Church of Silver 
Spring, Maryland - - ".......I will give you his exact words . . . ''If only we 

bad the crumbs that fall from your table! !! And then at his invitation I told 
him about Saint Luke. And when I was finished he had three word3 for you . . . 
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first I sold him how every day ©very single family in this congregation is r#- 
membered in praysr...! talked about the Prayer Partners , I talked about what 
happens a half hour before the first service oa any given Sunday in Saint Luke, 
that, today we have five services — • a half hour before the first service at 
8 J 00 o'clock this morning, at 7:30, there were people in the chapel praying, 
that God may have His way with us. And when I finished talking about that he 
said: "Yours is a nravigg church!" ...and his ey^s were Moistened. 

And then I told him how by ths kindness of the Church Council you save me 
this time to go to South America , and how, before I went* X wanted to make sure 
that certain things were cared for and how we threw all of our energies into 
talking about the enlarged facility, and I told him about your response, be- 
cause Pastor David was k ,nd enough to send me some information* And how when 
X would return we would >:alk about what lies ahead for 1977, meaning that with" 
in a period of two months we'd be subscribing over a million dollars for the 
work of the Lord. ....and X also told him about the way you care for one another,, 
about Somebody Cares, abcut the way the circles in particular* and the Key Peo- 
ple minister to other pecple in a pastoral way, and how at the very tine we were 
down in South America, there were certain members of our congregation who were 
going into a home where there is a lady with terminal cancer, just to be with 
her. And again his face ".it up, and he said: "Your3 is a giving churchy isn't 
it?" 

And then X spoke about the Hex* Members' classes, and his word was: "Yours 
is a growing church," And again he said, "If only we here could have the crumbs 
that fall from your Saint Luke table!" 

Well now, let's get back to that Scriptural passage - - you read it for 
yourself again and allow yourself the freedom that I've allowed myself, how the 
fellow said when he want to church, "How I'm going to think sons more before I 
leave, God, and I'm going to make you a promise: I'm going to tell the next 
generation about it." Wall that's part of the secret of Saint Luke Church. 



Ha know what we have! Aad we don't keep it to ourselves. 

Any tourist who goes to Peru inevitably goes to Lima, aad when he goes to 
Lima he's going to go to Cusco. From Case© he'll go to Machu Picchu - - sow let 
He tell you a little bit about that — that's a raofKjasantal ruin, that's exactly 
what it Is* You've read about it — ■ a civilization that was lost to the out&ide 
world for 400 years . 400 years ago and mors,, soma of those people when they saw 
the enemy cooing and they said, "We'll get away from civilization as we know it, 
aad we'll build our own citidel for ourselves." MM that's exactly what they 
did - - it is monumental, it's aliasing! nothing on the face of the earth can 
compare with it. With their own hands they built their own little Shangri-la. 
If say pictures are good I'll show them to you some day — you can see them. 
But what happened? They shut themselves off from the rest of the world. How 

you have nothing but a monument of ruins. Th&y kept it to themselves and 

they destroyed themselves . 

God 5 how favored we are! We have so much! .Jut I'm going to tell you one 
thing, God. We are going to pass it on. We 5 re going to set it into the next 
generation. We're jolag to face another year — of giving , of praying, aad ©£ 

Winifred and I will be signing our 197? pledge card in a way that wa'va 
never signed any other pledge card in Saint Luke Chirch. I think you can under- 
stand why. Every time we com© to this place •— we call it by name — - it is 
precious o We're fortunate. But God, we know we can't keep it to ourselves! 

. . . . .jaaybe you'll feel the same way. 

* t< 

(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 
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"Ati ADEQUATE PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE" 
(I Peter 4s 10) 



G&ACE, :[arcy and Peace from God 
our Father and frost iiis Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Blessed Lord. 
Aiaegu 



is no sueb thing as a poor sermon. 
With that statement now you may agree or disagree. But a word of explana- 
tioa regarding tay position is in order. 

A sermon may foa poorly prepared s a sermon may be poorly delivered. But 
there is no such thins, really now, as a poor sermon. Granted, of course, 
you have a coraiaitted preacher, a man who earnestly desires to communicate the 
truth of God, and granted, of course , you have a conr.rep.at ion with receptive 
minds, people who earnestly want to pay attention to the Word of God. ifnen you 
have these two, a committed preacher, an earnest-minded congregation, you can 
never gat such a thing as a poor sermon, because from our Lutheran tradition 
we're given to understand that the nan who stands at the sacred desk is never 
the preacher, The real preacher is the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit reaches 
out and claims this person. Whatever his limitations, whatever gifts and skills 
he may or may not possess, the Holy Spirit uses him, then, to communicate the 
Gospel. That's why I can say to you, there is no such tiling as a poor sermon. 

Phillips Brooks, God bless his soul, that grand and noble one who was the 
preacher who distinguished the pulpit of Trinity Church in Boston, used to 
say when he was asked, "tjhat is a sermon?" - - - "It's the eommunicatioa of 
truth through personality." Of course by that he meant God's truth, and a 
personality that's claimed by Jesus Christ. Sermons may vary, then, f row place 
to place and from preacher to preacher, but granted the preacher ta committed 
and the congregation is earnest-minded , you'll never end up with a poor sermon. 
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How having said that, lee me reflect a bit more ia your presence, if you 
don't mind, as I coxae to the sacred desk today. 

Soma sermons are cast in a prophetic note the preacher has received 

a revelation, When h<e stands at the sacred desk, in no uncertain terms he says, 
"Thus says the Lord!" - - the implication being, no*?, "You listen! You have no 
option in this regard, this is exactly the way it is and you can't arena with 
it " 

I don't come in that manner to the sacred desk this morning, although I 
welcome the moments when God claims me as a prophet. I corse this morning, 
rather, in this manner, as one who has wrestled with a particular passage of 
Scriptures, seen it cast against a particular background, and caught up with a 
particular mood and disposition that claims me today. 

(Quite parenthetically, you know that the sermon schedule 
for this church a generally speaking, is planned a year in 
advance. Before I even think in terms of going away for 
the summer B if that should be my good fortune, I sit down 
first and plan the preaching schedule come September to the 
next June or July) 
The sermon for today bears the title: "An Adequate Philosophy For Life.*' It's 
been triggered in my mind for a number of weeks- But now you have to hear the 
background against which it's east this morning. 

As we were winging our way from South America about ten days ago, we em- 
planed in Santiago, we put down temporarily in Lima - - and than that non-stop 
flight from Lima to Dulles Airport. It was a night flight. While I ordinarily 
cannot sleep on a plane, for some uaeKplainabl® reason this time I could 9 and 
fortunately there were enough empty seats that some of us could stretch out 
across all three of them, and I slept for four hours. 

But whan I was awakened I found myself walking up and down the aisle. And 
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as I did so, momentarily it seamed as though I stood at this seat or that seat 
aad I looked at what I saw - - the different people who left right: then and 
there a marked impression upon my mind, Aad all kinds of questions started to 
loom upon the horizon . . <, 

„<,„,. I wonder who you are? I'll probably sever see you 

again. » « .I've sever seen you before.*..* 
»„»..! wonder where you've beea s and I woader what took you there....? 
, ...*I wonder where you're going now, and I wonder what the 

circumstances of your arrival will be. . . .will there be 
somebody there to meet you? • • * • « 
o . . . . is yours a mission of business? 

.....ar«i you returning on this flight as a sens© of emergency? 
» . • • .what will be the kind of world to which you return? 
.....how long have you been away? 

* • • • .will people discover the difference in you new that you 
have been away? ... aad will you be prepared for the 
difference that you may have to face ©nee you arrive? 
.....aad then the preacher in me rose to his full stature „ and I found myself 
asking this type of questions How related is your mission to Gcd? How real is 
the God- factor in your life? How much d© you think about God, in your journey 
through life, because all of life is a journey <, . . 

. . . aad quite honestly , I'll hove to tell you. I'm glad that I was 
simply musing. I'w not so sure that I could have taken the aaswars that 
some of them would feavs given ma. 

You see, when I get away from the security which you offer me, when I get 
away from this blessed company of the fellowship of the redeemed which you are, 
X find the world out there ae different, tinea X rub shoulders with them, I 
discover, much to my regret , that so many of them have so sense of mission at 
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alii There's no great direction that's drawing them. Bluntly put, they live 
their years without any reference to God I And this grieves me greatly. The 
older I become, the more distressed I am with the realisation that ours happens 
to be a generation, generally speaking, of a people who live life without any 
reference to God* 

It was inti m a t ed for me some time ago when Visser B'lfooft, that marvelous 
person who had been Secretary of the World Council for a while, he's the one 
who said "Ours is a generation for whom hell has no terror, and heaven a© 
invitation" - - which is simply to say that in between you have people drift- 
ing without a sense of direction, because they have no relationship to God, 
Theyre not Sustained by an adequate philosophy of life. 

Too ffiaey p®epl« 9 any number of people that I know - - they're born, they 
grow up, they get married, they work, they accumulate some things, they make 
some money. .»,„.. and after a while, 50 - 60 - 70 - 80 years,, they die, and 
about the only thing you can say at that point is "So what?""- - what differ- 
ence did it really make? It's the God-factor that always makes the difference. 

I'm terribly distraught by this general sense of meaningiessness. X was 
impressed when I picked up the bulletin for today, to discover that the person 
responsible for making the selection from "Pages in a Diary" chose that senti- 
ment that I had recorded about a year ago - - the great psychologist testified 
that "About one third of my cases are suffering from no clinically definable 
neurosis, but from the senselessness and emptiness of our lives." 

In company with any of you who have done any kind of traveling,, I try 
to catch up with my reading once I return, and I reach for a British newspaper 
that comes to my desk regularly. And I was pleased to discover that Michael 
Green -as a new book that just cams off the press in October called "You Must 
Be Joking." The reviewer expresses sentiments that have possessed my soul in 



"An Adeq uate Philosophy of Life' 8 (5) 

recent: times " . , . aevar before has there been such a wide-spread belief 

that in the end nothing matters. We came from nothing, and we go to nothing. 
No values are implanted in us because there is no God to implant thetsu No 
part of the human frame survives death because there is no eternity. Meaning 

us about meaning in life because for contemporary man there just isn't any. 
" o . . low you look back and you remesfcer some of the books that 

you've read in recent time, some of the poetry that you've 
read, some of the plays that you've seen. The poet, the 

novelist, the dramatist, the playwright •— they've reflected 
again and again and again the mesningiessness that character- 
ises contemporary man. S&nat, la fact, the artist has done 
is to bring home this meaninglessness to @v©ry level of 
society. Xt comes through the film, it even comes through 
pop music. It is everywhere . . . " 
And then he refers to David Crosby's song s "If only I could remember my 

name" - - is there .anything as poignant as that! And this is the way some of 

the lines in that song go: 

"1 :h@ught I met a man, who knew a man, who knew 

what was going on. 
I was mistaken. Only another stranger that X kassw* 
I thought X had seen someone who seemed at 

least to know the truth. 
X was mistaken. Only reflections of a shadow that I saw." 

You know I take myself to task periodically, as well 1 should, perhaps 

more often than I &a s to remind myself of my orientation and my relationship 

to God« I havfi my moments of depression, X have my moments when I too ask; 

"So what!" But thaw, thank God, X mm brought up short and I do remember who 

I am, who X'm meant to be, and ®h&£ I'm meant to do. And XV© never com® to 

this sacred desk with greater conviction regarding these things than right 

now. 



"An Adequate Philosophy of Life" (6) 

Which leads as® to suggest that you ought to do som& thinking about what 
happen* here on the Lord's Day* Bo you think for a single laotaant that I ever 
come to this sacred desk casually? Bo you think for a single moment that I 
take lightly my responsibility to be, as I put it, the shepherd and bishop 
of gsour souls? There were those two Sundays when I was away from yen. I 
honestly recommend people getting away from one another occasionally, so that 
whan they come back they can better appreciate what is theirs. It ? s a shameful 
thing to take for granted what you experience so regularly, 
....Which leads me to say to you - - can't you possibly keep it la proper 
perspective what w® have here in such a precious way in 
Saint Luke? 

- - <svery Lord's Day whaa we come back together, what do 
we do? — we touch base with God! 
_ - - every time we meet, what do we do? — w® get ourselves 

re-oriented in case we have missed the way duriag the 
pi^v; -■■■.;-■:■...... , . , 

....that's what we do. And every time X come to this sacred desk, and your 
other pastor as well, and I know this to be true, together we want to i»tr®~ 
duce and re-introduce the God- factor. Not just God in general, but the €?ae 
Who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

When John Iterockhof f was sbl® t© enter into the planning aad the designing 
of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Atlanta, Georgia, he insisted that 
the architect place these letters carved into sfcosas, so that so asatter who the 
preacher would bs who went to the sacred desk, his eye would always fall upon 
these wards; "SIR, WE WOULD SEE JESU S," 

And whan you and I come back to this place Sunday after Sunday, that's 

— exactly what's meant to happen to deal with the eternal dimension,, to deal 

with the God-factor, to relate our lives to Hia to Whom w® belong. 



And now the text for the sermon: the 10th verse of the 4fih chapter of 
the First Epistle ©f Peter: 

"As every man has received the gift, even 
so minister the same one to another as 
good stewards of the manifold grade of God." 

That provides you an adequate philosophy of life, I tell you, Each of us is 
someone who has been given something, to be ussd, to help somebody ®Ise„..an 
adequate philosophy for life which provides the basic waning, without which 
we cannot live! - - and that God is our Creator, God gave to each of as 
something. And He says, you're meant to us® it, to glorify ma with it. And 
as you glorify me, other people will be better, so that when you die they won't 
simply say, "So what?" 

Is the old Westminster Catechism of the Presbyterian Church the first 
question was always? What is the chief ea d_ofjgaan? 
<« And the answer, some of you taows The chief end of man is to glorify God 

One of the happy things that's come on the sees® recently is that w® Chris- 
tians talk in terms of eaiebratisg life, for life is & journey that's meant to 
be taken happily and beautifully. And a© mm is ever happy unless fe© realizes 
that what fee has he has because it's been given. And even life itself is the 
priceless gift..... and over against that the more precious gift is life sternal 
in Jesus Christ. But say msa ? s journey through life, for the Christian, then, 
becomes a destination which is Heaven. 

I want to close lyith a very simple illustration. There w&s a very fin® 
family that lived m a fine street and they had a wonderful relationship in the 
neighborhood, ,...®k£t a good thing to say about people I This f easily was going 
to leave the neighborhood, they wer« going £© move sw&y about a thousand miles. 
And somebody got the bright id©&, just as you would havs got tea it, well we. 
ought to have a celebration before they go - - Imt^s have a farewell party, 
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but let 1 a make it a surprise! So they made all the pla&s so that it would be 
a surprise. 

It was to be a block party. And whan the day cssss for the celebratisa, 
the police had barricaded the street, they set up the tables, they brought 
the food from their pastries and kitchens, and then they said? "Let's go 
«nd get ^;~k :.:^- ; !/»:/';.: h?:::--:;;: >■;..-:■'; &*. i^.:-. sw-a, 1 ' a- a^ogagisw, iffiiKfi ;:*■■; feiT ■■•'-. 
at the door. ...they knocked. They got no reply. They became anxious. Somebody 
said, "Let's go and see if the car is in the garage." It wasn't there. The 
guest of honor wasn't about to show up. 

....and then it occurred to them, that in all ©£ their 
planning, nobody had made certain to make the contact, that 
the guest of honor would be invited to appear ©b the scene. 
Make £h@ transition in your thinking now, will yowl God is aisaet to fee the 
guest of ho&sr constantly in our lives. But is. all of our sasieties, in our 
feverish pace even for preparing for life Itself, toe aaay of us forges to 
make the contact. 

I am reluctant to tell you this* but ©very now and then when you come to 
me, some of you, for counseling, this is what distresses me greatly - - I try 
to introduce the God- factor. Some of you just don't fassw what I'm talking 
about. And you'll never know how heavy my heart is aftsr you go away, be- 
cause I know full well that without Him . , . without Him . . . . without Him . . . 
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Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

Christ The.Kiafi S unday , November 21, 1976 

5i iTO BOBROWSD CREED" 



GRACE, liercy and Pease from God 
the Father and froia His Son, 
Jesus Chris t, our Blessed Lord. 

Amen.. 



Let ma begin in this way, whether fair or not, by putting this question 
to yous which now is greater — - to be able to ask the right question s or to 
be able to come up with the rig ht a nswer? 

X put it to you this way because I'm honestly convinced that there are 
soae people who go through life and suffer miserably because they've never 
considered the great questions in life s they've always settled with something 
that deals with trivia. They've never come up face~to~£acs with the really 
big questions « Slow which is the better thing: to be able to ask the right 
question, or to be able to give the right answer? 

This prefatory statement cones to you now as oh this Christ The King 
Sunday X ask you to go back with ma and to consider what happened ones apoa 
a time in a city where Icings ware crowned. The rumor had spread wildly - - 
"He's com®! He's here! He says he's meant to be 
our king! The report has it that there ware even 
people who came out to greet him and they formed a 

acclaimed him king in the lineage ©f David himself! — can 
you imagine that! He talked some, about a kingdom that he's 
going to establish* The city that was there to receive him 
has gone wild! . „ . » " 

....well, that's the rumor that spread. 

It made such an impact upon certain authorities that evasa the church 

council called a special session and appointed a committee to look into its 
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Wiat is this report?. ... „Uho is this one who says he's born to be king? The 
Roman authorities themselves doubled the guard , taking all the necessary pre- 
cautions . They heard the news uneasily. ...for them it would mean a riot, and 

insurrection „ 

Well then things quieted down, for a little, because this kind of a rumor 
started to spreads "It's only a hoax! Ue isn't really a king - - you know 

what he is? — we found out! lie's a carpenter's son! 
He's a plain ordinary person! — - but for some reason 

he's been going around the country-side hallucinating. 
He talks about a kingdom — he talks about a kingdom of 
heaven that he's going to establish here en earth! And 
what's acre, he's gotten some people to believe ie„ And 
they have that same far-away look in their eyes that he 
has. But it's only a hoax, honestly! Relax — nothing's 
going to corse of ife u Remember, he was a carpenter's 
apprentice , and for the most part ha simply did a great 
deal of talking ..." 
Wells they did trutap up some charges against Kim 5, they took Ilia that 
seriously. You don't trump up charges against people that you don't take seri- 
ously* So they hailed Him into court and they had Him appear before the Governor, 
Pontius Pilate, stow that's where you have to focus for the taoraent, like two 
worlds meetings, two people confronting on® another. Than Pontius Pilate, 
against the background of all that he had heard, not quite sure what to do 
with this -ansa that he has on his hands, puts a question to Him, and I dare say 
it was the right question: "Are you a king?" 

Pilate did well with the question, alright. He shilly-shallied a bit with 
the answer. But that's not the important thing for the moiaaat. The important 
thing is that Jesus pressed hia E a® only Jesus can comer a man. And Jasus 



asked Him certain Questions that constitute the text for today's setroon — a 

sariaou that bears the title "Mp 3orrowed Creed" the text being the 34 th 

verse of the 18th chapter of the Gospel according to John. I'll read it for 

you first in the classic King Jaaas translation — now get it again? 

"Pilate says to Jesus, Are you a king? 

And Jesus sa ys, Sayeat thou this of thyself, 
or did others tell it thee of me?" 

The Mew English Bible puts it this way, it's a bit clearer; 

"Is this your own idea., or have others 
snggested it to you?" 

Now I've come fee this sacred desk this morning to put all the ardor of 
w? soul to focus at this point. Jesus Christ is asking him the question which 
comas to the hears and the cor® of our religious experience. Freely put, Jesus 
Christ is aayissg to Pontius Pilate s "Do you honestly believe thisf Are you 
absolutely convinced ? Is this Pontius Pilate who is asking the questions or 
are you simply repeating something that you have heard somebody else say?" 
Bluntly put: "Pilate, tell me, is this the real thing as far as you're con- 
cerned? Are you laying your life on the line when you ask me this question? 
Am I to believe that you would want very much to have it so? — and that you 
earnestly belie*/© that it's possible?" This question comes £0 the very heart 
of ail religious experience - - - is ±t real? Is it genuine? Do I say this 
of myself, or am 1 repeating what I've heard others say? Is raj creed a bor- 
rowed one? 

There are tfease who indict eoTatemporary religion as being a lack-lustre 
affair, that it's lost its vibrancy, and it's no longer radiant. L, P. Jacks 
wrote a book that 1 read at the beginning of ray ministry that bore the title: 
"The Lost Radiance of The Christian Religion" . . . for whan he assessed reli- 
gion as he ks&w it E this fe~as the thing that grieved hiss most! Christians no 
longer had the fire aglow in their hearts, They could not spsak from first- 
hand experience* Hhat they were dealing with was something that had been 
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passed on to them sad it had aaver really become their \'ary own, and therefore 

it was beginning to lose its radiance. 

I shan't blame you a bit if you sails when I tall you this* because when 
I first heard it it was told to m® because of the humor that I was supposed to 
find in it, &&d at that time X found a bit of humor in it. And I still do. 
But then I quickly sobered upon reflection, bat this is the. way it goes. I'll 
tell it to you just the way 1 heard it - — - It was a stssid, fashionable, 
highly sophisticated church where things were done very, vary properly. But 
one Sunday morning aa the service was being conducted, a nan stood up and 
said: "Praise the Lord! Hallelujah! Praise the Lord — I've got religion." 
• o . the head usher was a bit shaken* He assigned oate of his aides 
to go up and restrain the felloe a bit. He triad to quiet him, 
but the fellow stood up and said» "Praise the Lord! HallelujahT 
I know Jesus io my Saviour 2 I've got the real thing!" 
« 00 aad the ushor said * "Brother , 1 don't care what you got — you 
didn't get it here." 
6 „*.,up©n reflection, I 'is sobered as you could be sobered <, because that can be 
said of many churches. They have the trappings* 1 think they have the right 
words. But the congregation is dead. They go through the jaotiona, but there's 
so vitality, 

The one thisg that X always appreciate whan people coma v to Saint Luke 
Church for the first time is wh@st they might reflect and say, by way of compli- 
ment, "Bto felt very keenly the spiritual quality of your aspexiesc-3 ,s - - which 
was simply to say* we believe that God was present. And when God's present 
you can't sit idly fey, it can't be any lack~lusers thing. I can almost 
©cream sometimes when, on occasion — not vary often, but on occasion — you 
limp your way through the three Alleluias . Don't you understand what those 
Alleluias are? They're three shouts! — people who can't be quiet whan they 
think sboufc the goodness of God and they have to stand and sing? 
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Did it ever occur to you that itfe no small matter that it's the Christian 
Church that exalts the pipe organ, which Is the mightiest instrument of praise 
knows to the wind of man?— -That the mind of man has ever been able t© fashion? 
Because when religion for the Christian is the real things he cannot help but 
shout and sing. 

Said Jesus to Peatiua Pilate: "Do you say this of yourself , or are you 
just repeating? Is it something b orrowed that you're dealing with?" X sug- 
gest to you that your religious experience is never real until it becomes you? 
very owa* We are cursed because in all too sassy places we're drawing continu- 
ally upon the reservoir, the capital that 6 a bam built up for us by other peo- 
ple. Don't get ess wrong » until the day I die I'll sing the praise of ray mother, 
who first taught tm to pray, and elosa by the vary place where I am standings, 
in the study that I have here st the church, I have a picture of Jas^as Christ, 
where she gathered us together, the six of us, and taught us t© pray, And I 
remember my mother praying. It's the thing that I rsmeiriber about her rmmt, 
honestly now, And 1 have reason t© believe that in Glory above, in Heaven, 
she's still praying for me and for the rest of us. Wiy can't I believe that? 
Sf that was the noble thing she did while she lived, why would God cue that 
off whea she dies? X£ Heaven is where we d© things better, have 1 not reason 
to believe that her prayers are even raore effective now? But that is not to 
aey that I can coast through life on the prayers of my mother. Ther® comes a 
ftituss when 1 swat pray, and X mmt ^x&f by myself. There comes a time when I 
must stand up and say, This Is what 1 believe. 

I am eternally grafcafulj, when the Creed-writer was about his business, 
that he never ao much as suggested that we would stand and say "We believe in 
God the Father Almighty . , . *' It's a far nobler thing, and better, that we 
do when wa stand up, ©van in the presence of other people, and each on© of us 
says, "X balievs . . . " You easaiaot write off yeusr religious experience la 
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somebody else's name* You cannot have & religious experience by proxy. If 
it's valid it has to be something that you work out in the crucible of your 
ova soul. 

I am dismayed, and Pastor David and I discuss this frequently, at the 
fact that any number of young people across the nation are being attracted 
to the cults and to the occult. We ask ourselves the questions why? Is it 
because they have attended all of our services 9 they've listened to all of 

I act fairly convinced that one reason why soxee people turn away and go else- 
where is because there they found something that seemed so very much alive., 

Are yen aware of the fact that the Christian groups in this country that 
are growing the greatest are the groups where people easily talk about their 
commitment to Jesus Christ? It's ths fundamentalist groups that are having 
the greatest growths while the old sain- line churches are suffering a decline* 
And without hesitation, without any (snbarrassment » people are inclined to speak 
easily about what Jesus Christ sasans to them. Now don't get m*a wrong, I w©uldn s f 
turn Saint Luke Church into an old-fashioned cheering section that's akin to 
what happens in a stadium. But there could be something wrong with us if 
when we come together there is a lack of p&asioi-?.* there's a lack of enthusiasm, 
that one would be herd-pressed to find ©say degree of vibrancy. You siciply can't 
know Jesus Christ and live a lack-lustre life. 

Would you bellava ma if I were to tell you that each time 1 come to this 
pulpit I realize that God has placed upon me the responsibility to testify to 
Him as I know Him? And whatever else you may understand a sermon to be or not 
to be, surely it is this: a preacher standing up and saying, "This 1 know to 
be true!" Among the many things that I covet for Saint Luk© Church Is that the 
day may never come when you nay have to say to yourselves, what this church 
needs more than anything else is a preacher who knows Cod other than second-hand. 
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One of the greatest achievements of English music in the realm of the oratorio 

is th<& feeam of Garaatius, written by Sir Edward Elgar. You may know that at 

the sad ©f the original score of the work, Elgar wrote these words: "This is 

the best of mat* For all the rest, I at®, 1 drank, I slept, X lovad s X hated. 

Like all the others. But this I saw. This I know. This is anything of talna, 

is worth your memory." 

.*.... I should like to b« remembered, whan the day somes that X 

no longer stand ia this place, as th® man who stood up and told you, without 

•E&arrassment, without hesitation, of the goodness of 6od s and the greatness of 

Godj, and the love of God, and the salvation through Jesus Christ which is meant 

he 
for you.... and you*.*. • and you. And that t was able to say it because in 



crucible of his own experience ha kn@w it. 

Poor Pontius Pilate » he wasn't sure. It's a terrible thing to consider 

the fact of God, and wonder. Some of you have been kind enough and honest 
enough to say to ms> "But Pastor, X lose the glow occasionally. How can X 
have the radiance restored?" X •pent a significant three-quarters ©f an hour 
hesterday with a prtseious gal. She'd warm the cockles of your heart if you 
could see her. X confirmed her a few years back. Now she's out in the dog- 
eat-dog world, and it's not an easy thing for her to keep her faith vibrant. 
that's what we talkad about - - Is it possible not to loss th<& radiance? 

X have a prescription for you, if you don't mind. It's a vary simple 
ones To make sure that fch© glow remains — Stay close to Jesus. How don't fault 
me for using a cliche. X'tu not using it glibly. X only know that there are 
some people whose company I seek because X cannot afford to h& away from them. 
X always stand a bit taller after X have been with them. They add to ay life, 
they do not detract* And I'm always the better for having be©n with them. 
Life takes on e new dimension when X see it through their eyes... they keep a 
spring to the step, they keep the glow in my heart. This is what Christ has 
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"no Borrow ed Creed" (8) 

done for as. Christ came into £U world to meet us where we were, where we ere. 
Stay close to Him . People who kapfc cifcta to Him were the people who turne! the 

world upsid'j-dcwn. 

My second prescription is: Keep praying. But I know -whet soma of you will 
oay to rae - - we don't pray as we ou$tt to pray, Pastor, because Cod doesn't aeon 
•• -\t real so us...,«ai t respond taaedlately, Sod doesn't seem real t» you !-.- 

cause you doa*t pra£ enough. Hake it your business to keep in contact with Kim. 
Keep that relationship vital. When Norman Vincent Peal© because the Paster of 
Marble Collegiate Church on Fifth Avenue, Hew York City, they tell as® his first 
Sunday h© stood up end there held in his hand a pillow, on which were two well- 
worn spots. Recognizing the fin® quality of his predecessor's ministry, he 
said, "This is where my predecessor got his sermons. He told you about God 
' because he first heard about God on his knees." Keep praying. 

And my final suggestion: Keen loving . The people who love are always the 
©ssea who are nearest to Cod, If yon mat to aake sure that God's real to you, 
then ask yourself the question: how much do i leva? Keep loving. Keep praying. 
Keep very near to Him, asad the glow &±n sstay there. 

We're asaant to be happy, we're meant to be joyful. There's no other reli- 
gion ©a the face of the earth that sets its soul to music as much as the Christian 
faith, Only Christianity really sings because the people honestly believe they 
have something to slag about. Befogs ifc s s too lata, ay friend, male© sura that 
yours isn't & borrowid creed. .. .before it ? s too late, my friend , make sure that 
you're not living of:: the 'religious capital of other people. Because you have 
so assurance that that supply esn be unlimited . Only as you find in the cruci- 
ble ©f your own experience the truth of God do you have something that will 
never fail you. This 1 most certainly believe. 

* * * 

i aero©*! tra xscri] ,■ •■: sd) 
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CRAGE* ISercy artd Tease from God 
our Father end from iila foe 

J&sv.e Christ, our Vtlamad Lord. 
Amen. 



Soma people think the preaching ox a ^ -.-.'v.. U' :.,.,.■ .u'i„.J to jolt t'-;v ".:■■;■-."■ 
grefAtlen, I suggest to you this morniap a^ I stand at the sacred deal:, that 
the sermon you are about to hear first .-Jolted the preacher. And If 1 had my 
way X suppose I*d be willing to suftftast that maybe I'd much rather listen to 
this sermon than have to preach it. And I'll cell you why. 

1 •-v.'iivt rv vu-ul--. ":.<>' ; A:.-~i abc-i'.t .«. ■zrOiip cr iyj^'U.; ic vfeysf. Cc;:.: sari:; a -.. s'.ry 
'v:-''"- :;>>-■■;.'■£:■'."'. r:,y(*'.;J..;:;,:xwi, , uvl. k'o.wt ir^Ks" t ic? .■.■jhuvvch , ^su .5*u- ; , X'n thA OiV.- ••■•: ; H.a 
Sunday by Sunday encoura&es yon to come to church — I'm the one who hi 
telllnf you that Co.; reserva* within thas-a Kalla y:v : xraXia such afi aa .-.:■.-. •• 
blessing that other* se you would not know if you haci not been foun W w ant> 
If you ware not within the ,'.h.th.aT&d company - - that (kti still as of old 
keeps some things tl Re will f :;; ;a ■,:■;-..''.■* ;.<• 'aaaa-. aa*a a<aa eh*- ~ • ■ ■•■:'->■. ■: 
leads to a holy house < A«a yet, in the preparation of this sermon, I wanl 
to talk to yon about soma people who £ot sowei tins very sneclal ?ron Cod, and 

i-ifov slan't .ay.', i-ii': wsron<»« K! :t all the ardos that I can Kcni-mi* , •-■:<vr:,\ a. 
the strength of mj sci L« I'll go on to the end of my years ancot raging people 

%-=ar, : '. ahaa'aK '--..'■;';■-:■'.': ' ! ds; i; i a that fchei . ■ e aa..-...: '•:* ■, ■: >aua a 

hers, asid i- ■.■:.' ich as thlt thai sannol bt fa a' : nywhere else, ] t 

there 'a-. .-. ■■ '■■ aaa ;:. .-. -a.a.av -a. '.v.:. : "'.'■..;.":'. aa; In all : " ai ,'.;• . have t 
■-■.;•:. ■■:■<:;:. '.h.la ■ ■";.- - : . .. _>i-;>:: i';Ic.-n -;:;:'., to |>eopl< »ho were not in hnrch. 
v}' ; ' text :.: the 3th irerse of the "■■*.:. chap sr of the Gospel ■,. ■■'■.■ V; cc 
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Circle of Lovg: Shai lards (2) 

Lttice: ''A nd, fehore were .shepherds abiding in j:bc- Jt&gjjAa i^jjgeoinj; over 

ahair , f logic s by night, and lo, the an.^d Pl..,fchg,J^gd* p thorn . . '-' 

.... there yon have It! I esa't neks the text : sad In tny other way, lor shall 

Z teaser with the aaered page, That's exactly what the Good >took says — the 

:'•::;:. , '^';: f:hs -u;s:-: v/te bs-ard f't?ai •'iivu :,»o« ^s p.cxnft f:« k> ^v-iet-rin;? .: ■ ■■--. Li';: 
■.»-•. ^Hisi, ;k; '.-;.:'. :i .k:,t.:<: ; ! tav: :>,y£v.>;:;-. ., tfva like, B f which would change the history 
■-•■ «& v.-nr.li:;. ,= ?; ••:■■• .,';. ft.c- UVj'u ■-''-'" : - ; ; -■■'• >■'■■■ ■■'-' :j - kk'U»v.?;'.L =?■ ;-:..;-.;.y ;hv v.v,r», •.-.,■,■ -,v ; ; -.-^ . 
Y'fCiv do iivju .«'..'.i> -.vtrnt. : 5 irt- it? 

Mall I can tall you several things ahout Chan. 

But before I do that, 7. an fa duty bound to tell you that ao man can e^ra- 
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ately figure out the nitvi of God. The-xv; is always this gap between 



uSj and raapactfull? so*. If you «w< jfii* .ixzyi kvy.u^ iy,,x ■■;. ...-. ^.nd God 

then we would be as equal with God. But human as wa are, wa offe* some kin* 
of speculation, of course wa do.. And I'n incld fco tell you that taaybe mm 

ison shy Pod brok- :;•;-. ;.. v ; then aa He didn't break it to people who went 
to church — becaus* it snay have been that G»1 rebuki 

cane Co church* the kind of people who beliervo -:. : ■-.;■?. y.:.:H iTi ,v.:V....i ••:-•-■.■•,■>. •vv;, ,-,:: 
fhcv v;vcv~ srj:Cts(V. •':')•; ■.■.•-■■•. v : ■ , '0 '. : . ■ - ;.;.•■■ .:;.. a ■ j:,?od v:L...l. •. 'V- »: ; 4 

.....as ct ■■■ ■•" In the b« ::---■ t-rty by which hymns are sun<? — 
■ •e*.as tough in the hypocritical waj in his our areed 

and fail to measure vp with o»: . ^ X : ; .«^ L «... 
...God was saying, "Fov: shame upon yoa — :i v j;.-. look »lsewher«i : break 
news You're not qualified to ret ■-.,- a it. 5 ' Hipoose God would reasoi that way! 
"at FurtJi iraore, as uncomfortable as kt ma? I i, suppose iro and - are 
■-■■" ■^■" : V\iv& •;;■ tiirsk thaft w^y^ It does hapnet . you know Chat *rae 

-■ -': : ' •-•'^■s .;:'-.v'/; ourselves to believe chat juet because va happen tc be lere 
physically, that that's all there la to 1*:^ 

Well, havinf Lc ■" : .:-. t, Let u I isi * m to suggest : . he ;■ soi hy I 



I surest to fc!v2£i that perhaps they would do wall just Co so hone and bs 
quiet. • . .and they look at me - - ix> «;o hone and be quia 1 1 They hardly know 
what that ts&ans. T.«t me tell yow that I know Whereof I apeak. Can you 
in&gine hew twccnf or table sorae of you would feal ripht now if I would aay, 

for the next Fifteen wteutes ~<r..*:>. :-. f*/.^ ': i;:.- '.:■■- ■■■.■£.'Mt» ys-. %:\-~ Oyv.-A taviV.icr-:i — 
nobody will stand ny and apeak... we won't alo*?.... there will be nothing 
ha&rd fron tha s>x' , <v , iit\, ,. ... , „ ,. „ ■.■•.•.>'€.'' 11 j".:;t h& !%%.:.? r 

...please, aty/vz r&sunder^tevi.;-: au . T. co-.r, 1 ':; >■?%*?; Zo ba vn^d.aa ,■ 
but soir.'a of y&u <ovm.iM 'b-~ hard-aress-id ?ss to how to handle it*.... 
Oh « I «an under'.! -.and why, we're not geared that way. We want always to be 
in notion. And one of the things thai: I snila &Z somatiates, when t see even 
people who reach the sunset sicftje ox" life., so vo; .'•■'," .rx-iir-ri .'rr-s tVwty te v-iact'-r- 
^_ that they find themselves in a cocking chair! 

But these aheoharda knew ho?; - to be quiet. And •■? : *^.y chey ware quiet th< y 
thought very deeply* 

'low it is never enough lust to be mtiat. You have have soraethluf; t< 
think about* something that's .id aso -..W-., r.h,r.- .- :\ -.;j:- •■ ■..: -:.-.-. -,■■:.■ 
staad. I'ra inclined Co believe, md taayhe I'w rending Ear isore into than 

'.';. ::V.;:a.I;1'. : , bvit j,'r': :'•::• ;.:J.s ■••■': -.- -.lit- >u "be ■'..<■ ;.<v; fcV; vli i-.'.ar.Kii^s , ■. jzj 

remembered the Scriptures that the] had been :;<'«v-ih£ •>.; *;lre ."..•;>; theii child- 
hood. If X had Eiy ministry :o beftin all over a<$aln, I'd spend far : ar< time 
and anerhy to simply iflampriain": certain passages - ; Sci ami the 

If I had ray way in this congregation, we'd make ! . a requirement in Christian 

Education and the Catechetical Clas;; ■ ..■' ■:,-: "choi;.-. ■>-f ;■:■.,-:,:>: htsic that tl >s« 
-.-.. f:h« •-.-<: ..:::,.,•.,;■■;,...■.'■: -;. jars x. I raw na Lzc ach ./ a that the] do. 
s "' You .-..:■ w< ourse aw ■ a ■ E this ; ..'... : ..'; ; 

hue*'' and raraesibei something :hal you ■ :■::■.■ l^ed, some poel '.-. - r^nya 

■ : :-;-.'. school, sone passage »i Scriptu e, soma -.'•■.■•., aoro pi averl / : 
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as you recall i£ a it holds you in good stead and Rives you a measure of peace 
a«d at r aas th that otherwise you womM not tew, T-hen I go back to the. eojsauni- 
ty in which I jrrew up* X almost feel like bowing iny head la respect when 1 <%o 
down the street fey the school house, and I ro maab ar tha wan who was the princi" 
pal of that building who Insisted chat we memorise certain things that continue 
to hold setae of us la pood stead. 

So these shepherds, I an willing to su«T<xeat to- you, as they sat and 
waited during the lour, watches o? the niccht, they reflected on the Teat as.d 
fundamental truths, especially as they were rooted and ^rounded in Scripture. 
That's what helped nahe thorn sensitive* It just doesn't haspen. An indictment 
that hs3 to he node against us, &n& understandably so, is we foot haven't mas- 
tered the art of being eulet* Centuries before Jesus Christ the Psalnist could 
say "Be atilll" .....ami then it naturally followed that vt*u would knew Gtod, 
God is always wanting to make Tlimself known to us, God is always sending out 
gracious intimati* toward us. But in order to hear, we need to be wads 

It's is:., sting how whan you read a novel or a olsy^ js^se oni Una 
or a thought cna sake you feel very warm and kind toward the author, I've 
always felt vary "kind sad warm toward Bernard Shave when 1 .xxr.. ?sH»r w^ 1-a 
his play ealla I ' J an of Arc'" ha has the Mai-? of Orleans being confr< tted by 
the Dauphin, and ti.. French 3euohln aaya to her, "These voices I You're always 
saying you hear these voices I Hhy oxm't I hes hese -voices?" And she answered 
magnificently - - "You could. — ■ if you'd listen*'' 

There's? another reason I think why the angel came to them because 
Aey \x:xx peop; s busy doine something that had to be done. Ii was a day's 
worfc« and they gave thsnselvea to It. They hirk theli responsibility 
The longer I ate in th« nil istry the more X recognise the basic Lntetf Lty oi' 
pleasing God by doi a day's wot 1, whatever ■ work maj 
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Said TIartin Luther, ''He who stands"- - no, He didn't say that. . ..Martin Luther 
said that even the shoe repairma*:, who repairs the she -aw honestly and wall, 
does a vjork as sacred in God's sight as the rsries*,; who stands with folded 
hands before Che al£ar„ lltess shepherds wore men who were v/ainp: about their 
responsibility, and not shirking it. and this is pleasing in God's sight. 

Roland S&intott, Sod bless him, has dona a matmificant thing in going 
back and gleaning from certain sermons that Martin Luther wrote en a Christmas 
thane, and incorporated than in his "Luther's Christmas Book.** Mow for tha 
moment, let me invite your attention to what ha is ftaylnft about She shepherds. .. 

;: And the shepherds returned . , *' Says Lather ••-* "TThy that's wrong! 
Me should correct the passage to read: 'They' — meaning the shepherds ■- 'They 
went back aad fasted, they shaved their heads... .they want hack and they 

fingered their rosaries' .... ..{{o, instead we read: 'The shepherds returned.'" 

Says Luther-, "7 There to? Oh, that can't be right! Did they not leave everything 
avid follow Christ? ?7ust not ons forsake fattier, mother, wife an-' child to be 
saved? But the Scriptures say plainly that thev returned and did exactly the 
Sana work as before. They dM not despise their service, but they took it up 
again, just where they left off." 

X am happy to tell you that I still believe that God waiss to give 
yon certain things within these wa - "hat you might not receive. Sat wouldn't 
it be a texribXe thirty if this was the only place where God bo ild ha found? 01 
course it isn't. '?aybe some of us come here together to gat a measure of re~ 
orientation, to be sensitised anew, so that an hour from now, when Hod sees 
fit to say something to us ; ; - *rj special "jay, may aot miss it. Hew you 
think at rut that for a while . . , 

:*c * ft 

[This sermon £r;;.ascri'bed as recorded) 
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GRACE, Mercy and Peace from God 
oar Father and from His Son Jesus 

Christ, cur Biassed Lord. _ Aaam 

As delightful a bit of reading as anything I have done in connection with 

t'rd.s ckz\:-::.:<M>9> ,-..;;;-. " V ;a-. I>? vjav of collateral reading, that is, is s. little bc-ok 
entitled "The Greatest Christmas Pageant Ever Held.'' It's an interesting story 
of a woman who is called open to direct the Christmas pageant of a local church. 

The person who ordinarily has done it has become ill and is flat upon her bask. 
And so she makes do as best, she can with har assignment, choosing aertain -pea- 
Tie to i.o- : '.kv3 irfu: : >:'-i"ta ; 

It led me to think, of sourse, of God, the ^ 5~zxJr.a c •: nl p^s.i^fcvy, 
all fact, the assignment tbst ffe had for Himself whan lie chose those first 
people who portrayed the Christmas story for us — the choices that H« had to 
make, the people that He deliberately included inside that circle Sjawe - - 
the parade of personalities of the first Christmas. 

'■-•..v. . Uv/.-w *}■■•<:■': :■.'"■ i: :■%■:-; bi-r. ■■!■:. :.-/.;■• i'u.:--;e hii.\-:'i>:;>j Ar ; ,.k;v : :x--.t ; ?.*'-; -'wsYe !.;;;«« 
thinking about a general thane: "The Circle of Love" and it is a study in per- 
sonalities of those >sho were chosen. 

Bid it ssver oectir to you what a varied assortment they really are? How 
different. For a moment, t link of then — different in temperament arid person- 
ality — • wa have a z±;;:ht to believe this.... 

- - Joseph as an example, as ai'ipi's* as pin-.?,/., «.:■:. >:.v-, ...>- 
earth ■';.:- •:■■; ■::- ■'.<'.- ;;.'yh'; vui. •'.*•:. v.:v ■; , t . - -;.<.v'i .v '■,;-.-. ... a^z'::tm:-is.v , 
■ ■ ::■:■, '' i. t"; :;:;■', V-..-. had . :-■ ;■;'.: rbi<« J; ci j o : : of . iy- 

dreaming How could be? I ... who rlu ■ . - knows 

that , .' ' ■ ■■- g-svi t:?J :■. ■■ : ". - ■■•■ :■::.; Cf) ■■■.,.. :l-.i<-!p 3 ... You 
can't hammer, you can't saw., you can*t plane, and let jroux 



-. .. v~ . 



Kind wander and think un other things* Ho was jusi; a 
good rcan, and hones-;;. And (."Jou chose Mat, and said, "T 
Tieed yon • . .-. 

- - Mary, as unsophisticated as say person you could find, 
leading a $hel tared Ufa, no doubt, sottewhat protected, 
absolutely chaste.*. God ehoee hex! :: "l aaad you . . M 

- - La9t Sunday we talked about the shepherds — they wen 
removed from fche traffic of life, they dlds"* have much to 
de> *d ;,*."": diii y. -..■•■ -; : . . . ';hc- '.'■.:'.'-':. .:.' 'v-. "''a- ::i..,.ls-?;<vs., £'hir> .■..:•,.:':,.■ 
came to town by virtue of the nature of their occupation. . . 
...sad with sortie degree of reluctance I told you that it 

^_ didn't have much time for organized piety as ;?«u 

think jf religion. 3ut God used than, God chose them . , . 

■•.V ■. ' ■"■:■"'■■ i.'Ir.i- ": : . ■■ .;•,..:: ■■• - 3;.:t.*;.i. ,v .vi.LV, r. ■ ..-• ; ;" - luiv^uij a,-:-. :r-;V -- ':;...- 
learned ones? - - the widely-traveled ones? - - the people who kept their spiri- 
tual antenna raised, waiting and watching for &-.■■■■•■■ sure and certain sign? How 

- ; :-" ' :■:*,.:■: v.'hsy ";,■■.-;-?:■-' -'"id %-:;;••£ to v.Io'.v'. >:'!■•:- »iiVe. '".■-;■■ >:>f je y-- £b.tv-. : ' t,:,.'i : : ,,?r\ i = :;:-.'-;'-: 

--■,.'.. ■■., . :;/./_, ., 

T-Jell, that's th& way love is. 'Love doesn't think in tsrsis of 3istane« 
&& the world thinks in terras of distance. Lev© seeks for only one thing: 
response and trust. And so God used them in Chat circle of love. 

You know, of course you do by this tine, that that's one of the things 
I covet for this congregation. I sit sometimec In ' a back of Rave and 

ju ccjas to worship, and since Go^ given me the priv: 
;>": *«>« .' ' . ■ •:.-: ah .:■::. I v m . 1 

kao something of your situation in life, 1 ki e you come a 

y-.'nv: hi:: 1 -'" ■■..-■:. ._-. forces tad f« - ■' s : : .. ' ' . yoisr. li£> .'.■/;. ::- ■ ■':"■•: by shis 
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Circ ; of .1 , i .;: 

tim® I know something of the differences In your personalities. Aw! then 1 

knew a ns3.3»ra of lay - - ■within the shadow of this alsar you all stand oa 
common ground — - within thia circle of love no ona has an ed«re ©n anybody else. 
Ej&t $ the way it is with God's iove,.,.,ln the face of our variety of person- 
alities and temperaments we're all drmm together, inside the circle of lev©, 
I thoroughly enjoy renindinp. myself of what happened, 1 think it was in 
Calvary Baptist Church, a number of years a^o, in the District of Columbia, 
when the Honorable Cliarles Tirana ilu^hos — some of - <rou will see the face and 
the heard of that man with so ouch dignity cones to your mind at once.... when 
ha "vats received into the fellowship of that congregation. A snail pronp of 
people loined the very same day, none of when could enual Ms station in life. 
But the pastor, Cod Mesa him, true to the Christian Gospel, said as that sroup 
was beine received, in whose company now .stood the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, as he welcomed them into that parish familv, said: "The "round Is level 
at the foot of the cross t" Within the circle of God's leva the ground it: al~ 
ways level, no matter how different we may be. 

xl you've sot to remember thai: when you think of the Christmas story. 
They were different. But by the grace of led they were all found w.Lthis the 
cirelo of love. .And that's one of the things that I continually covet for tii:.- 
parish - - that no matter how different our stations in life nay be, we're all 
inside the circle of love. And that's why it*s as wonderful as it is, 

■few 'S'?<> t.ili-.V! isi turn about each one of them. Today . . . well remem- 
ber, Joseph. ...?fary.... shepherds. You're right, today it's the i men. The 
tffl . aadily eop.es to your wind, the first and second verses of the '"tospel ac- 
ing ■■:-: %tthew, the second chaptd ■ 

the days of ^arc d • _ ?dn^ t belrold there came wise 
men from the East to srusa sur Hh '. Is h« 



thajtJLa born ^iaf^ L f_^the_J^yjS : __x; re seen hsis 
star in the east and w*a ave come to worshtn him." 



! Cir< Uoi 



One of the difficulties that we have with Christmas is also one of the 
siea thi-sws about it. There's a great deal of the romance associated with it, 
and much of It la poetry and much of it Is legend. We've even treated the 
star as something that automatically glided across Heaven. I'm not so sure 
that it glided across the heaven! Hut we like to think that It did. 

tie have certain things that we lika to think about when we think of the 
m??e men In particular, 1 can 1 t tell you precisely how many there were, 
There ■<»/&« a time when we used f.o say there were twelve , there were twelve of 
then lika the twelve disciples. Well X don't think that's cosrrset , hut for 
a while certain people thoroughly enjoyed believing it and thinking it,. 
- -- well we've gotten the number down to threo. „ , .IV: xsot 
sure there ware three. I'll tell you how we f»ot the idea 
that there might have bean three: wo talk about nifts, three 
in number, ?,old, frankincense and wyrrh....and we thought it 
would he nice to think that each one brought a special pift, 
and if you had three Rifts, than you had to have three bearing 

We used to say that they were felnsts. I don't know that they were. And 
I don't know where we <:ot that idea. And then as we went alonft, romantically, 
we gave then names: Caspar, Melchior and 3althazsar......and then we gave them 

diff ^raneeK In personality, even their physical features. One was supposed to 
have been an old wan with a. beard.. ..another of the hints* the wise men, a 

youn*» man..... one with a hiflh-pitched voice... and another with s deep bass 

voice. Hell, this is the kind of thinft we've d< to them Let's forget about 
al3 that for the Moment t ioxm to thi itarl the inhere 

trie essential truth is to b« found. 

the? were men who honestl] relieved that one day God would 

break through into his world as Be had never brol into tils world before. 



Historically I cum tell you why they believed that,- They earns from the land of 
the Medea end the Persians, and there were -more Modes than they were Fersians, 
and they mare numbered assong those who tried to outwit the Persians militarily 
sad intell£atualiy, and politically". And they failed. So they came to the con- 
clusion that: only Gad could save this world, and this world would be saved only 
by those people who completely committed themselves to God. They began to think 
in those terms. And they waited . And as they waited they watched — for som e 
sign from God. How whenever you think of the wise men, keep that clearly in 
focus - -- they -were the ones who welted and they were the ones who watched for 
what God was aboot to do. 

The tragedy is sjspreased sometimes is the way Wordsworth put it — I think 
it was Wordsworth who said, "God has a few whom He whispers is the ear" - - the 
tragedy is it's allowing ourselves to believe that it's only a few to whcxa God 
whispers in tha ear. I don't believe that. 1 believe what God wants to say He 
wants to say to all or as. The tragedy is that only A few listen, and only a 
few respond,, God doesn't send out His Tferd eioclugively to a limited number of 
people. In oar day and ape, what He's making known, thanks to tt e medium of 
communication, it's being broadcast to everyone.. Bat only a limited number of 
people have a way of keeping their antenna up, keeping themselves th.; ales;':. 
The wise men were numbered among them. And you begin at that poll C 

They were the ones who were waiting and watching to see what God would 
because tliay honestly believed chat God would do something. I nevei seaas 
to marvel at the people in this congregation who allot God to become fully 
operative?, in their owa lives, in the way and the work of this congregation, be- 
cause they believe tl Sod will he up to something, and want to be on hand 
when it happens. !&it it nevi just happens . It happens ooly as Sod is able ,-.< 
work through those whe are sensitive en -. l:o s te ,; aare He and what H« Ls 
doing. .And it's always a thrilling thing te- se« it happen here. But the »lse 
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men were Che men who Saigs? that Got would and cotsld do something , awd they 

The second thing, it sseas Co me, is that as soon ,w ;.Kv = <:-?. r-<y-,. : ci»^ 
they began to e,ct upon tfe, vfe haws no reason fto believe that they dilly-dallied, 
that they procrastinated - - - "If this is it, let 1 a gat with it — today!" 

Vm always Ixzvbl-zc «>- p3o:.,i.~ ^hz do ,;-,,.. »-;■;-, :.;.-.:;- -ri- tha a-:;:M.. , t j: ; iw 
always troubled, and unhappily, when I knew that God is breaking through, and 
they happen to be aware of It* but thay allow themselves to believe that some- 
thing can be paid attention to — later on? Hot now. 

Oh, I'll grant you that Bod deals with eternity* bat 1 also know that 
those of us who as.*® i» this world ars pilgrims of the present, and there ere 
certain thiisga that fused to be denes today is God's a«me, And iff we put then 

r:i — : --°'-' way; :,?:r i;.:f, ^;, v: .,:-...:■-;.. -.:■ k. : ;., :;: . :r , y,,f. .:■;,■ .■■„,,■;-.■> - .-, ' CK ;, V ,„ H :.,;.,.,,., 
I'm net so- stsre that it's ever quite the sane if two weeks from now we go back 

■• " - ■■".?' '-- do Wh«.ft :-«.'-;Culd. <-'f:.V,j b;-.t-;- i-XX. v.ode.7 , 

I had a good friend one time *»ho told ms that about ray ministry. He said , 
"Pastor 3 no matter where you go, no matter how old you become, don't ever for- 
get to pay attention to young people.*' And then ha gave tig a rule of thumb: 

he said* 5! ¥«a can ne~or do for them at 18 what you should have done for them 
ttt 10, for what aeedn to be done for them at 10 needs to fca done for them when 
they are 10." The story might have bsen entirely different if the uta? men 
would have put off the initial step when they saw the sign of God. 

Another thing that impresses me Is this: that once they decided to folios 
they stuck with it. Any number of people I know are nobly intea lioned ■--■ there's 
no question about it, iisssre's always grand sad a good beginning. But grand 

•-- ; -- begimd tg ii i svet enougl \Jt have the story of . .-. . wise men 
' : "■■ - ri '- -'■'■ ' ' ■ ' N; '■"'■"■' ■ '-'- ■■- " - ;;Iv:v-- : r« ./xc ;.£.c<j vho r.ot £5::.::.,;. .xd 

the? got there only because they Imp;; fo: in$». There : tivariably is the fcerapta- 
' :: ' : - ' : ' ^' ^"-' :: '"•'- r -"-'- --'■■ *■:■'•-• : --"-"- - ^'.v : - :.: "• " - ,■■-..! vr- into neutral. 



. ;; (7) 

I wish X had the time and the energy to write a critique on the pastoral 
ministry that I'd like to pass on to some of my younger friends Who are coming 
into Che ministry. I'd warn them la this regard: it's vary easy pa? atten- 
tion £o fchoas whs as© young — ws have Sunday Schools chat are especially geared 
for that. It's very easy &<o pay attention to the senior cltlsens, because in 
oar day and age we have all kinds of programs desired for >iiR'; k -y^M.^ 
Snt watch oat! I'd say to them, lesfc you Ignore the fact that attention ha® to 
be paid to peopla -who are approaching and who are in middle age. For invariably 
there is the temptation when one reaches middle age to throw himself in neutral , 
&n& to think that m&ybe he baa arrived » and that from that point on things just 
take care of themselves, Hall I'm not so sore that things ever just take care 
o5: i\hav..K-i.l je.c- r. hV^swlvav*" ali.-i ft'h.f: liviij 1-;,;:. the ;«'.;.-.^iy ■-!.■;■' ':-,x;:--3. »;«.;. •:■..;:",-' V>;-.>r« 
succumbed to the temptation. — which they didn't ~ bat the temptation could have 
been there to just throw themsalves in neutral and drift for a while. It's al- 

• ■'■■';/ : " ■-• 'W;^-;-'. :..«,:; ^Isy tf, : 4./I.:' -.. -•- -,-: . ■:-",. ■:'. - : : ,?"■■. .. .. a... •: ,.- /-v. !..:..■/. ' .v €•&:■• 

take b Sit of doing to g< c back on the ctmrme.* 

Somewhere along the line I think they must have attracted other people. 
Surely there ^sxa: pi^le who ssid s "Where are you going? — what gives? what's 
this measure of enthusiasm, this certain glow that you have in your eyas? 
- - what have you seen? - what do you know that we don't know?".... and surely 
fchey *i<spt after them until Shay told chaift. Lav -'..•:!« i: : :u>:/ •:■:. :• fivl: %, id-' :■:-': 
this thing of following a star and followed with them. But we have no assurance 
timk they arrived, The Bible tells us only about -,-■ who completed the journey. 

If the ycarc have taught bj® anything* the years have taught te that is 
Bod's plan for a Man's life he throws hlmi . .. tral • . -r?.!,, 'iy.r-s 

got bo stick to the road. And you've heard me . :hat*« one reason 

why some of us keep comj g be :k hare Sunday afts r - day, foi a mea jure of re- 
orientation, to get straightened out, to gat tc tfell, these 
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ar© th« things 1 ess tell you about the wise nan. » , .. 

-• - fchsy kept their spiritual antenna up, they kept thsaselvea 

a3,er;':.„ avid when sfasy ^vs- fee slaa vMnh feviy ■ ■■ il&v ; .;d ■■mMr;' 

ceztiss, thsj a.vried dec _ , •, , 

tion, they psrssversd with patience the course which was theirs 

C-^i- *^ *£.£& * e ■ e s e e 

But we rswsnbsr them today bacsnss they are the ones who ^ollswsd, until they 
arrived. 

Well 1 look bade sow at those personalities Is that first Christmas., how 
different they were. But the story would not be complete without each one of 

them, *<"» how God had s:o adapt 75^ir?aif to aae'e &.' ; t ,ii ? ^eopl*. :;?tc .>r-®s 5W S'.sd 
to set a star shining. For others Ha had to get sa angel ahorui* together. For 
one of them Ha spoke very Quietly and softly, through an angel, Ria special 
representative. Well, ay friead, God is; speaking to eaeli of us. Bs*H adapt 
Himself to us whsre we are - - that 5 a the wonderful thing shevt our Sods He's 
always willing to eons to us where ws srs. 

....and that's die aupreras truth of the Incarnation: 
God bumbled Himself , sad eases to us, where we were, 
in order fco take as ?rh#sre wa ought to be • > . • . . 
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GRACE, Mercy end Paaea from fJrxi our 
Father and from His Son Jesus Christ! 
our .Blessed Lord, Amen. 
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Thara la no holiday hmob in the entire year when we «n nostalgic as 

much, as afc Christmas, for Christmas essentially is a time for remembering 
locking back, thinking of Christianas past. 

If I were a gambling man, I'd be willinp to wager that as we sen*? the 
hymn, this hymn before the sermon, that any number of you looked back and ro- 
roemberad other times ajaJ other places when those words same from yottr lips. 
It takes is* ail ?:he way back r this memory lane of ours, and for some of us 
right now we're especially remembering the Christtnases of our childhood. 

And undoubtedly that, is one raaa o u why our poronta Made ao much of 
Chrietma* aa they did, because they realized that they were fashioning for 
us. the staff oat of Ohleh memories are made,- Pec whan it is all said m 
done, a nan lives not only for the things that 11a ahead, but he's also sus- 
tained and strengthened by what has already occurred* Happy indeed la that 
«*n whose Christnaaea past h a e om aa a beacon In tha night and aa a meaaura 
of encouragement i'o;.: ■:■'.. ,■'•■::'■■ is >«:, tc- . :■::■-•. 

■Por aysalf, I look bade and I remember the Christraase.s in ttu . small 
town la which ap. It I a .most ritual for us on Christmas Moraim;;, 
after we had opened our presents, to tear out the house, •■/■ through 

door, go across the street to Where our friends Urmi crisa- 

cross back and forth the street, until we had covered the anti ...-., hborhood 
We'd look to aaa what they got. And as I remember it, there ware ilways 

- - two v nry bw tant piaatl i T»hat d I eat' 
Soma people are never quite sure what they're gels i f^t, And then aftax 
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they've gotten it, soiae people don't Ictiow what to do with it. 

Z tan only tell it to you as I heard lt..,.tha boy was ■ year-and*~a- 
half old, it was his second Christmas- "ilia parents were quits excited about 
It, naturally, because they knew that when he <-«*s a year-and-a-balf he wow 
be able to appreciate it in a way that ho hadn't appreciated it his first 
Christraas. What to get hiw, that might excite hin? — and they in Cam, of 
course, would ba axcited.. Well, they made the decision. 

...they spent a great deal ov their tirse •;.„;:.;: o .;".■•.; ^ ; -.v. :.-:?--< -, 
big box, and then eagerly they sat down as he opened £he box 
as best ha eould, with their assistance, and inside the box, 
a his ahiny red fire engine! They thoupht he 1 d be thrilled. 
You knot/ what happened W. v-js r>-:-.";; ■' •; ; .:;-. . -, b;; ';.>/.. '';■•;, • 
^_ Ee could pet in and out of it* ••with a little help he could 

stand it an end, and then turv, it a r oun d...* .he ®r>%nt env 
amount of tine* with the box., "<a really didn't kr>ow, you see 
what was his Christmas present. He pot all fouled up with 
the ■wrappings, with the* trappings...... 

There's something of th® child in every T^an's hearts and augpest to 
you now, or, the strength of that, thai: ao w je tlwaa you and I don't fluite anpre- 
ci;; what it is that we've really gotten for Christmas. So the question-of- 
cuestions remains: ■'' you .raal.lv pet? Make sure that you understand wha : 
the ;;.:.' : -- reallj la. '.t isn't to be found just in the wrappings. 

My father earae froa Che land that was part of the world that pave us 
itoas. And as an iawdgrsat peddler ha would go up and down the. part of 
emaylvanla dear to out hearts with two suitcases banded from shoulders 
** by a ! strap, and inside fe 1 -.,-: suitcases he'd carry handkerchief! tnd 
linatv anc notions, wad tall? worked himself up to the place where he 



s. 



■'- 

sailing beautiful oriental rugs. It was my lot in life to p;c with hitn in my 
summer vacation-, and to drive hia around in that old truck of oars. 

I remember her is She days of the Depression I was sc eager for him to 
make a sale* But every now and then he. wouldn't make a sale, and 1*11 tell 
you the reason why. Bn'd become so trusted and respected by M.3 clientele 
that occasionally when somebody wanted to buy something, he'd refine to sell 
it to them, because, he Mid. "This really doesn't represent you. I don't 
have anything with me today that really becomes your character, that would 
honestly represent your love sad your devotion..... maybe the next time I can 
come — wait!" ...and hers X was s with bated breath* hoping tha sal* would be 
made. But my dad? lis was honest enough to say, the sift ought to reallv 
represent the basic nature and character of the givar. 

I can tell yen two things about the gifts you'll be getting, honestly I 
can, I can tell you one thing, the gift that you get will tell me something 
about the nature sad character of the person who 'a giving It. Hs're known 
by the gifts that we give. And by the same token we're known by the gifts 
that ws recelvsd , that is our basic nature and character is reflected by the 
kind of thing that peopla think of Whan they think of us^ 

What did you pel: for Christaast Don't nans ma the article* Don't naas 
me. whet's insidr-. the package. Tell me this is what you got for Christmas: purs, 
:',, ...';..■.-. .:-:..;..■: "'- ■•:•.. -•'. ■' : "'";. ;■- - *"■■ - r:' : :>~ ■'■■'■.' "■■■ -?■■;: ■■' :• z..---y. hin^sM ...s 
what you got. If you should Ret anything lass than that yoi really area 1 : 
reading your gift aright. 

I say this to yau on good authority because when God law fit to give !fis 
:sve pure, unadulterated love — H« ga Lmself. That :ells a great 
■ - J about Ilia. lie couldn't s^ive anything lea: gi *a« leal it 

us because that* a precisely whsl « need mosi is Love! He can ge t 

..;; mg this world without a number of things* but there's this wie thia£ that 
we can't gat along without: wa can't gat along w thout Sod's leva. 
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In company with any aunt ~:r of you I have .";, : nomeuts when 1 dread the 
time of Judgment. I, too, on* day will breathemy lost, ?£ 5 too, will coma Co 
She end af my earthly pilgrimaga. . ..and I, too, will stead as you will e^and 

at tha bar of Judgment.. And all the grcos sin that I've committed will be 
there recorded before I arrive... .all the good that I wight have done, all the 

love that X eoald hove shared....... end I shudder at the prospect of Judgment. 

But I know one tltinfi above all else? He who judges me, He who judp.es you, is no 
lass than a God of love. And in that moment the thing thai: 1 will need more 
than ass.ytb.iag elss will h® a measure of His love* And thanks be to the sift 
that we've already received, it will b® ours, for He Rives Himself. 

It's msthlng but a legend, of course you'll recognise it as nothing but 
':■■-.■■: ■■". - , • >■->!: c- ■:?.-' .'v. '::.-i/s j.--. -..v'.y-.:.- ,;>; :=...• •'!-..■'.. •>.-'.. ■■'.?:. A,J:; -- : h:.t • .-, -: s no?T ab&.f: 
St. I'ater one time, who cane anon strange faces in Heaven. He never remembered 
seeing them pass the sate where he was the keeper* And so be asked himself, 
how in the world did they get in? And as he went looking i £ course to discover 
where the leak was into Ilaavevs, aecojrding to the legend, ha found Jesus Christ 
himself , reaching over - - outstretching His hand, and helping one person after 
another to get in.« ...... a love a»s greet as that, that was willing to stoop 

and to humble and to give such e measure of gracious assistance* This I roost 
certainly believe. 

Two questions: Wn&t did you set? - and - Hh© gave it to yout Let's put 
it this way, Chrism ss reminds us that thc= gift is Jesus Christ: and Christmas 
reminds us that tha giver is no less than Sod. Cod uc loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son - - - Ha cared so much as to Rive the very best 
Himself . 

I never v.- te i g some of you el : he well~r anii • director of 
youth work wh-: of the y< imp sople, it" i time hat we begin 

thi king is terms of other people. Ife 1 - going tc have a regular viaition 



-' i®! 3 ■';....--:: ; . • . . 

■■.:'■::,- .■■.':. :■!-&., how, to the "Id pafrrde'a home, av?.d Ivls'aI Kp-pmai: a corasittee no 
davlee oar procedure and ou.y strategy. *'%'ii be going repeatedly, . . * . .and so 
the committee mads the decision among themselves that whenever they went, as 

never gcs empty-handed . And so they wont on for two* t hree , four, five times 
maybe, sad than one Cine seme bright-wit ted youngster said- "The next time we 
£© 3 why don't we go without taking anything — • ■why don't we try just taking 
ourselves. . »<,fa&t j^iviag_ ourselves? 1 ' 

Bid it ever occur to you that this is what sows people wane mora thai* say- 
thin? 7 else - - to receive just a measure of yourself? A week or so a?;o I made 
my rounds, visiting the eonvaieseant homes and the nursing center? in "Jhieri 
some of our members are found* I was bant on my holy mission, or course I was 
walking down this corridor or that one, and as my eustem Is, when the door is 
open I would say hallo to this person, I'd say hello to that person - - but only 
as I walked down the corridor.. ., 

. ss and to this very moment I em haunted by 
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:he voices I did not hear, :>v; Z est sure they saist hairs seen raised: come on 
in - - don't just psas byl Don't JttSt say hallo! Come on inl". . . . .and in that 
old-fashioned language: "'Bide a apell.... stay with me lust for a little bit,' 

God who is God looked down from He.3:<»a« 9 and Ha heard the anguished cry 
of Earth. Whether thfty realised the anguished cry t »ere raising 
not, but God interpreted it that way: "Come to us, God — come yourself! It's 

Chore's a text for tonight's sermon., it's the £3rd verse of the first 
chapter of the Gospel accord:? t< Matthew: "And 1 

God with us." That's the Bear C , 'latmaa: God self-come— eo-us. Share 
HE ARE. NOt just to ' bid« kit", Iwt '. ..-.< He's the one who said,, "I 
will sever leave you. ■ - I will never f< take you.. ., E will sl« &ys £Lth yo;.i lu ?1 

* 



Sermon - Pastor Raymond ShaLeen 

Christmas Eve - 11:00 p.m. December 24, 1976 



GRACE, Mercy and Peace from God our 
Father and from His Son Jesus Christ, 
our Blessed Lord. Amen. 



For twenty-one years now we have been sending you Paint Luke MESSENGER. 
It comes without fail each week of the year except during the summer months, 
surely to find a welcome place into your homes. It wings its way into other 
parts of the world as veil. It is rail each veal: in Africa, in Asia, in 
Europe, and by soma o r our neighbors to the north of us. in Canada. The 
material that's written for Saint Luke MESSENGER is written very carefully, 
and particularly the material that's chosen occasionally for Page Four. 

Some Mftatt hs ago I was absolutely certain in my oT.ra mind that we had a 
real winner, but I was MNMg, Ha -Han't get much of • very pooular reaction 
to it - - you may not even nwto It yourself, maybe it dite't make that 
much of an impression with yo«i, gut very carefully we had chosen a list of 
names, and then for the names we had given the meaning associated with those 
names. It was a kind of subtle gesture on our part; hoping to encourage more 
peonle to choose the names for their babies very carefully. For the name that 
is given to a baby, you see, is associated with that child as long as the child 
lives. Nothing is more precious to ©u* ®wn ears than the sound of our own name, 
wouldn ? t you say? So we suggested , perhaps, in the list of some of the names, 
as they would read the list they would associate such meanings as? 

Dorothy it means, gift from God 

David: it means beloved 

Karen: if. means pure 

Irene: it means peaceful 
Shakespeare, you sea, was only partly right when he said "What's in a name? A 
rose by any other name would smell as sweet - - " but a rose is something more 
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than fragrance, you see. He was only partly right. 

As you read the cages of the Bible, you're impressed all over again with 
the fact that Bible people chose their names very carefully, and then hopefully 
would expect the person to whom the name was given to embody in his life the 
characteristics and the traits of that name. 

God chose names carefully. God was in the position, you see, one time 
of declaring a nacie for a particular person. We celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ this night. And Jestis was riven a name by His Heavenly Father - - there 
was to be no question whatsoever what He was to be called. As we read the sacred 
writings we discover two things regarding his name: Ills n ame shall be called 
Jesus, for he shall save his pe o ple from their sins - - - and that's why the 
angel in that marvelous declaration could say, " For unto you is born this day 
in the cit y o f Da vid a Savlotir w ho is Chris t th e lord /" The text for this medi- 
tation tonaght deals with another name. It's the first chapter of the Gospel 
ASedrding to Matthew, the 23rd verse; 

"T hou sh all c all him Emma n u el-- - God with u s" 
That's the truth that our Heavenly Father wanted to declare in no uncertain way, 
that God Himself would be with us. 

Alvin Rogness has said that when you think of Christmas you must recog- 
nize at once that. Jesus Christ is the gift, and God is the giver. But I'm 
sorry to tell you that people don't always see Christmas that way. They don't 
always recognise the gift as it is in reality, and. to make certain that we 
wouldn't mistake it, God says, "I will give him a name, and recognize him as 
such when he comes." 

The boy was a year-and~a-half , that meant now he was going to get around 
to his second Christmas. The first Christmas didn't mean too much to him in 
his infancy* But his parents anticipated his year~and-a-~half age at Christmas 
and they made much of it. They couldn't wait to see him come under the Christmas 
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tree and be impressed by the lights, the glamor and the glitter of the gifts. 
They had one for hie. in particular, and they chose it very carefully , and 
they wrapped it exceptionally •well. They got a great big box with fancy wrap- 
ping paper, and then they were all excited to see what he would do with thi3 
very special Christmas present. What do you suppose it was? Well you can 
guess any number of things. Let me tell you at once what it was: a bright, 
shiny big fire engine. 

He unwrapped the present. T'uch to t>e dlaMQF of hip parents and kinfolk, 
he put it aside quietly, and became abaolut«ly fascinated by the. box. Fe could 
crawl in and out of it : y<:m ■*■«,, *ha could push it. be could shove it, he could 
stand it on end. laid htiafftW h a »X h» played with fefta boat. The gift itself 
was ignored! 

I tell you now earnestly, th~> efeild raealttB is tha heart of every nan and 
we're guilty of thy BOM error, ffli too can iNKtOtea fascinated with the trappings 
which become Ghristmaa, Wittl fh« wrappings and the faxtfara that go with it, and 
forget all about the gift it&oif. ^o aufca certain that that wouldn't happen, 
God says , there's a nam to -->e attached to my gift: Sod — God-with-us. 

Now j are you looking for Him? Are you aware that it's God who is coining 
to us this Ghristms-tide anew? To the everlar.ting credit of that tiny tot who 
came whan his brother was to be baptized here within the shadow of the altar of 
Saint Luke, the little family had gathered together. .. .his mother in her own 
way had impressed upon the child nhat he was coming to God's House, and that 
God was going to bless his baby brother. And what do you suppose happened as 
::.hey waited for the baptismal service to begin? He was heard to say, "T<7hen is 
God going to show up?" A£ leant give hin credit! He was expecting God to make 
His appearance,, here and now a~d in fehle place! But like as not, when God 
makes an appearance. He roaches for somebody. He uses a oair of hands , He uses 
a pair of lins, B* uses a nan's heart. That's the war God comes to us! That's 
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the way God shows up! God-with -us, embodied in a person. The theological word 
for tkd at this time is Incarnation: God made real, God taking on human form. 
That's why when we think of Jesus we. think, in the deathless words of the Creed: 
"very God of very God. begotten* not made, being of one substance with the 
Father » » . " and Tie became man — God~with-us. 

We're strange creatures, honestly we. are. We have a way of thinking about 
God showing up ir, t&t past, we're fascinated when we read the Bible. , » .we're 
willing to believe thnt once upon a tim? in Says gnu a kf 9*& did show un and 
God did do this, th«0 snd there, <>r M the ether hand ; we algfet think in some 
time yet to come, ir. d* distant ftttMTti that God will c^r then — tomorrow 
and tomorrow an? tomorrow and beyond that, it could well be that God will loom 
upon the horizon. But "-by can't. Vt brieve what Goi warts us to believe: that 
He's with us co*'! His name shall fe« M&lad WMMuflUll J God-witb-us. 

I'll warn you, my friend, brace yourself. TT e shows up in unexpected places, 
at an unexpected time and in an tNMSfOStid sitttatior. P-arelv had we come from 
prayers in the Chapel of the Grateful Heart when the telephone rang and the 
message was this: a woman had been admitted to the emergency ward of a nearby 
hospital — she'll probably die within the hour. The family is asking for a 
Lutheran pastor — could you possibly come? 

...T. found myself surrounded by strangers, I'd never seen them 
before. I found myself doing the thins that I was meant to do... I 
offered a prayer. And as I offered the prayer she breathed her last 
and was translated immediately into God's nearer presents. . . . . 
And in that emergency room, surrounded by strangers, I felt God! He was 
there! — in tb* tenderness end devotion of those who kept the vigil. 

...T felt Pis presence this morning, when with, a little company 
of people we laid her tc rest, aid T saw a grandmother come and reach 
forth and put her arms around a 6-year old and a.n B-vear old there in 
the cemetery 
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He has a way of showing up in unexpected places - - in the arms of a grandmother 
who assures two kids that God will watch over them and love them and protect 
them in the years that are yet to come. God with us — of course! But in un- 
expected places. 

A boy was seen one time, standing in a street corner with a bit of broken 
mirror glass in his hand. Said the stranger, ''What in heaven's name are you 
doing with that?" lis said, blister, do you see that room up there in the 4th 
floor of that building? My sister is flat on her back. She can't get out of 
bed — she'll never get out of bed. But I've discovered that at a certain time 
of the day, if I have this little mirror in my hand, the sun is just right, and 
I can get that sun to dance back and forth in the ceiling in her room — that's 
what I'm doing.'' God shows up in unexpected places at unexpected times.... in a 
youngster whose devotion like that for his sister who would never get out of bed. 

God showed up one night — we commemorate it this very eve — in a feeding 
trough for some aninals -- at the end of a lot, behind a second-class inn. Who 
in the world would ever expect that God would show up there. But He did 

One cruel night they took some people and put them on a cross. There were 
three of them hanging there. "Who in the world would ever have expected God to 
show up in the body of a man convicted as a criminal? But He did...... 

God was there . , .. some people were walking along a road that leads to 
Emmaeus. And they were despondent and discouraged, and a stranger came up along- 
side of them and all of a sudden they said, "Did not our hearts burn within us 
as He walked with us> and opened to us the Scriptures?" God-with-usI Today. In 
this world. He has a way of showing up, my friend, in unexpected places. 

There was a Fresident of Gettysburg College who was instrumental in seeing 
built on that campus Christ Chapel. As the building was being constructed, he 
had occasion to visit with craftsmen and artisans in out-of-way places in Man- 
hattan. One morning he want very early in a section of the city where a man 
would never go without an escort, day-time or night. And as they were walking 
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the streets of that dismal section of town, he saw a woman ahead of him, bent 
over, reaching into the gutter, picking something up and putting it in a gunny- 
sack. And as only Dr. Hanson could do, he said, "Good woman, I'll give you a 
dollar if you'll tell me what you're doing and why you're doing it." She said, 
"You don't have to pay me and I'll tell you what I'm doing - - this isn't a very 
pleasant neighborhood, mister, the drunks have all gone off the street by this 
time. There's a lot of fracus here during the night hours. How that daytime 
has come, pretty soon this street Vlll be filled with kids and young people, 
many of them bare-fotted, I'm picking up the bits of broken beer bottles so 
they won't cut their feet." ...... Ood has a way of showing up in unexpected 

places — in an old woman; ber?t by the years, picking up broken bits of beer 
bottles. 

His name shall be called ■ — that's v?hat was told us — ^amanuel — God™ 
with-us. Hot yesterday — that's over — He was there. Tomorrow? Sure — 
He'il keep His promise. But I'm here to tell you, He's with us now. Call Him 
Emmanuel. What's in a name? ■Everything' s in a name. God thought that way. 
"Don't make the mistake , ; ray friend, of failing to see that when He comes He 
comas in pure unadulterated love. Let me make the suggestion to you - - when 
you open your presents, don't think simply of the gifts, the gift itself. But 
think of the motivation that lies behind it. For when God gave the gift of 
His Son He cared enough to give the very best because He gave Himself. 

There was a time in history when God said, as I'd like to think of it, 
"I hear the anguish of the world -- man's hearts crying out to raa: 'You sent 
us your prophets. 3>rou sent us your kings, you sent us your priests! But God, 
it's high time now that you come yourself, in pure unadulterated love. Come 
to us perfectly, God'" Whether man cried that way or not, God at least felt 
that that is the way he should have spoken and God Himself answered the plea 
of man and God did come. Because the prophet Hzekiel says, "For to us saith 
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the Lord, Uvea I, I myself will both come to my people and I will seek them 
and I will save them. - ' His name shall be called Jesus — He's the Saviour. 
His name shall be called Emmanuel because H§*8 M us now. 

It '3 a legend, I tell you, and don't you dare mistake it for Scripture, 
it's only a legend. But it illustrates a perfectly beautiful truth of Scrip- 
ture. St. Peter was making his rounds about Heaven, and suddenly it occurred 
to him that he was seeing faces he had never seen before. He didn't at all 
remember their coming by Kb* gate that he was keeping. He stroked his long 

beard and he scratched hl3 white hair where do t^ey come from? — how do 

they get in? He became a one-man detective crew, and ha went looking for the 
leak into Heaven. (It's only a legend, I tell you).... and he found it. In the 
back section, leaning over at the risk of His own life, with outstretched hand, 
there was Jesus Christ himself, helping them to get in. It's only a legend, 
but it illustrates the truth, my friend. Ho nan aver gets to Heaven by himself. 
You and I can't earn it., and w® don't sometimes desire it. 
(take was turned over and some part onitted) 
....for Him who is the Judge of all, and have my record played back for me: 

the good that I might have dona that I did not do ,the evil that Iddid and 

perpetrated from wicked impulses. And in that moment of Judgment T shall be 
saved , not because of my merit, but because God comes to me in pure unadulterated 
love to save me. And therein lies our hope. And the exceedingly precious thing 
about it $M, Christmas is forever ...... and that means it's now . Because, if 

it's forever, it can be now. 

A -k t 

(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 



